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Dairy Joy Named County Favorite
An ice cream shop in Hinckley beat an internationally known icon to be named DeKalb County’s favorite historic item. The 14th-seeded Dairy Joy defeated the top-seeded DeKalb Ag winged ear logo in the
final match of the DeKalb County History Center’s
bracket-style competition.
The History Center was planning to open a new display on
April 25 of DeKalb County history in 100 objects. COVID-19
delayed the opening so Executive Director Michelle Donahoe
launched a brackets style competition “From 100-to-1” and
invited the public to vote online for their favorite object
from 16 items in the contest.
The Dairy Joy had been nominated for one of the 100 objects
by the Hinckley Historical Society.

Donahoe said Dairy Joy fans worked for their win.
She noted they were recruiting on their Facebook
page and had people voting from throughout the
country. Some of the Facebook comments included:
“It totally deserves the win-lots of great memories of
my time working there!” “Love this place, but too
convenient to stop on the way
home after work.” “Love the
atmosphere and their food is very
good.” “Had to escape the house
tonight and went there for ice
cream!”

Dairy Joy owners Mike Greutman and Zach Ruh are into history of Hinckley. They are reproducing signs of various businesses in town over the years for a
display at their business and have
Dairy Joy owners Mike Greutman (left)
nostalgia
items in the shop includand Zach Ruh display their award certifiing
a
picture
of Don’s Delight,
cate while Bob Pritchard, HHS president,
their predecessor soft serve ice
tapes the Grand Champion ribbon on
their sign.
cream business.

Hinckley Native Reshapes Utility Regulations
The Milo Maltbie Story
By Bob Pritchard

In the middle of Hinckley, IL at the corner of North
Oak Street and McKinley Avenue, sits a stately red
mansion. It was built by Henry and Harriet Delano
Maltbie after moving to the new town of Hinckley on
1872. It’s where Milo Maltbie’s story begins.
The Maltbie ancestors arrived in America in the 1670s
and like many immigrants steadily moved west with
each successive generation looking for better opportunities and farm land. DeKalb County with its fertile
land and unclaimed tracts was an attractive destination
and grew rapidly in this era. The county population
exploded from 1,697 residents in 1840 to 21,168 by
1860. Henry and his father settled in Squaw Grove

The Home of Harriet
and Henry Maltbie,
193 North Oak Street

Township in 1850 and began farming.
It wasn’t long before Henry met the Delano family who
had moved to Big Rock in 1856. Henry fell in love
with Harriet Delano and they were married in 1858.
The couple was happy farming until the Chicago and
Iowa Railroad was built near Squaw Grove settlement
in 1872 and quickly created new commercial opportunities and the new town of Hinckley. Henry and Har-

(continued on page 2)

whether local vs state control resulted in less corruption,
riet moved to town and Henry focused on the grain mer- improved efficiency and more benefit for the public.
chandising business. He acquired ownership in the
grain elevator south of the railroad depot on Sycamore Upon graduation in 1896, Maltbie considered university
Street and managed the business until his death in 1902. teaching but instead chose a job with the New York Reform Club where he could continue to focus on local
Henry Maltbie’s business success lead to a comfortable government and proper functioning of essential services
life for the family. He and Harriet were deeply religious for the public. His duties required a great deal of public
and helped build the new Methodist Church in 1899.
speaking about government and civic responsibilities. It
They had four children: Adella, Harry, Emma and Milo. also allowed him in 1898 to travel to Europe to study
The children attended the grade school in town where
the delivery of vital public service functions in various
Adella and Milo excelled. Adella would be the first in cities.
her family to attend college and she chose Northwestern
University. She graduated in 1884 and took a job teach- In the early 1900s, there was much political debate over
ing at Upper Iowa University in Fayette, Iowa, which
whether it was better for governments to control rather
just happened to be at the end of the Chicago and Iowa than own public utilities. Maltbie studied mass transRailroad line.
portation, gas, and water services. He wrote many articles about systems in Berlin, Budapest, Glasgow, LonAfter Milo completed grade school at the age of 14, he don and Paris and compared them with Philadelphia and
enrolled in Upper Iowa University where he could be
Boston. He was objective, not an ideologue, about city
close to his sister. He majored in philosophy and devel- ownership vs control resulting in more efficiency and
oped skills in oratory and debate that would be extreme- less corruption. The best answer, he wrote, was actually
ly valuable latter in his career. Following graduation in control by administrative officials, something he would
1892, he attended his sister’s alma mater to continue his become.
education and study political and social science. At
Northwestern University he researched Chicago city
Besides writing about public services, Maltbie had other
government and developed his interests in public versus interests and he continued his relationship with Lucia
private ownership of essential services like water, gas,
McCosh, by then a concert pianist. They were married
electricity and transportation. His research would intro- in 1901, and her influence was reflected in his writing
duce him to prominent individuals in the study of gov- about municipal art and public building design. This
ernment operations.
interest led to his next appointment as assistant secretary
of the New York City Municipal Art Commission.
After completing his Master Degree and while deciding
if he should continue his education, he joined the faculty One of the group’s missions was focused on city planat Mt. Morris College. An attractive music professor
ning. Maltbie was able to combine a business with
won his attention and he would maintain a relationship pleasure trip to Europe in 1903 and take Lucia to visit
with Lucia McCosh even after he left Mt. Morris to pur- 15 cities. The work purpose was to study public buildsue an Administrative Law Degree at Columbia Univer- ing locations, parks and monuments. He gathered many
sity in New York City. Milo would call New York City pictures and his final report to the Art Commission surhis home for the next 67 years.
veyed various facets of public architecture.
(continued from page 1)

Milo made frequent trips to Hinckley for visits with his
family and to see his sister Adella in Iowa. His relationship with Upper Iowa University continued through his
lifetime as he served on the Board of Trustees from
1909 to 1954 when he was made an honorary trustee.
Milo also took an interest in his sister Emma’s children
and especially Maude who had married Ralph Bastian
and their children Harley and Kenneth.

Maltbie’s next job was with the National Civic Federation’s Commission on Public Ownership and Operation
of public utilities. The formation of the commission received much fanfare in 1905 and members included representatives of labor, rapid transit and railroads, utilities
and municipal officials. The experts involved included
several of Maltbie’s former teachers from Northwestern
and Columbia Universities.

It was an exciting time for Milo to be studying government and political science at Columbia. New York City
was consolidating its five boroughs into one municipality. His professors would lecture on the powers of local
government and how much influence the state should
leverage in controlling municipal affairs. For his PhD
thesis, Milo focused on the utility franchise system and

Maltbie was assigned to prepare a general history of the
issue of public ownership of utilities in Great Britain.
He and Lucia made another trip to Europe in 1906 to
continue his study of the controls of gas, electric light
ing and power, and tramways in numerous British cities.
While the commission’s final report reached no conclu-
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The Maltbie Family reunion in 1924
Back left: Lucia Maltbie, Emma Maltbie Fay, Milo Maltbie, Adella
Maltbie Dickman, John Dickman
Middle: John Milo Dickman, Kathry Dickman, Ralph Bastian,
Maude Fay Bastian, Carl Fay, Lucile Dickman, Ada FayHawley,
Cecil Hawley
Front: Merle (Bea) Hawley, Emagene Hawley, Kenneth Bastian,
Harley Bastian and Fay Hawley

(continued from page 2)

Maltbie was consumed by his job, and often had to be
told by co-workers to go home after working 14 to 16hour-days for six days a week. Nevertheless, he took
time for golfing, hunting and canoeing. In a 1916 trip
he canoed 600 miles in 25 days on lakes in Quebec.

Meanwhile the public outcry in New York continued to
grow over the quality of services and cost for public
transportation, electricity and natural gas. Charles
Hughes won the election for New York Governor in
1906 by proposing strong regulatory controls of abuses.
He introduced legislation which the legislature passed to
create two State Public Service Commissions to regulate
utilities--one for New York City and the other for the
rest of the state. Hughes appointed commissioners and
Maltbie was a logical choice for the city district.

Maltbie also enjoyed speaking to groups both in New
York City and across the country. He wrote extensively
for magazines, published many books and collaborated
with the Interstate Commerce Commission on a more
accurate system for evaluating railroad property
throughout the country.

Records demonstrate that Maltbie was a hard and conscientious worker. Each commissioner held hearings
regarding cases and wrote a recommendation that was
reviewed and usually adopted by the full commission.
The knowledge Maltbie obtained from studying public
service issues since his college days was reflected in his
many writings.

Even though he had not been reappointed, Maltbie began a successful career as a consultant to states and municipalities on utility matters. He was also appointed by
the New York City mayor to be the city “Chamberlain”
which was similar to treasurer. Maltbie invested about
$800 million in city funds per year for a higher interest
rate than his predecessors. He also became the city’s
point person in successfully encouraging New York Edison Company to reduce its electric rates.

sion on the issue of public vs private ownership of utilities, Maltbie’s work on the commission and his other
research writings solidified his credentials as an expert
on municipal affairs and services.

By 1914, the appointment of Commissioners had become political and Maltbie’s non-political views hurt
his chances for reappointment to a third term. Governor
Whitman surprised Maltbie and nearly everyone that
The new city commission consolidated the work of four followed utility cases in appointing another individual
previous agencies, was given extensive powers includ- to the commission rather than reappointing Maltbie.
ing the setting of utility rates, and had almost unlimited Newton Baker, then mayor of Cleveland and soon to
protection from judicial review of its decisions. Maltbecome U.S. Secretary of War during WW1, wrote
bie’s primary responsibility was financing, electric rates Maltbie “the Governor’s decision had attracted the atand complaints, gas meter testing and reorganization of tention of the country and damaged Whitman’s outlook
bankrupt transit companies.
as a possible Presidential candidate.”

During the hearings, each commissioner met with companies and “committees of citizens” to resolve issues
and complaints. Maltbie used these opportunities to
challenge companies on their operating efficiencies, accounting systems and rates. He put into practice his theory that a strong regulatory body had the leverage to
negotiate with companies to improve safety for consumers, reduce rates and still operate profitably.

During World War I, Maltbie worked with the federal
government negotiating contracts for the construction
and operation of plants making explosives. He had
charge of the valuation, acquisition and commandeering
of property for the munition plants and was the final arbitrator to determine the value of property of an oil cor-

(continued on page 4)

HHS News 2020, volume 3 3

(continued from page 3)

focus on railroad injuries and deaths cut them in half.

After the war, Maltbie’s consulting business flourished.
He would be called upon to give testimony in court cases and federal government hearings. His national reputation as an expert in utility regulation led to business
representing public interest groups and municipalities
across the country.

Maltbie submitted his resignation from the Commission
in 1949, but he could never completely retire. He continued to testify in regulatory matters and wrote research reports. He monitored the Commission and was
critical when members had conflicts of interest with
utilities and failed to hold public hearings and write
their own opinions.

poration confiscated by the federal government.

The New York Public Service Commission during the
1920s took a passive role in defending the public from
utility rate increases so municipalities had to fight for
consumers and they hired Maltbie to make their case.
Maltbie became a much more aggressive advocate for
regulating utilities than he had been as a member of the
Public Service Commission. His firm handled over 262
cases between 1915 and 1930.
By 1930, the public outcry for government protection
from uncontrolled utility rate increases came to a climax. Long Island Lighting Company, though subject
to the Public Service Commission’s regulation, planned
to increase rates without their approval. Only when
Governor Franklin D. Roosevelt pressured the commission, did it act to reduce the rates. The Governor removed the Commission chairman on February 28, 1930
and appointed Maltbie to replace him the next day.

Milo
Maltbie

After Lucia’s death in 1957, Maltbie became dependent
upon sister Adella’s daughter, Lucille Dickman, who
also lived in New York City. Without her help, he
would have had to move to a rest home.

In the waning years of his life, Maltbie decided to donate some of his considerable wealth to Upper Iowa
University to build a men’s dormitory, which was
named Maltbie-McCosh Hall in honor of his wife. He
also donated funds to renovate another Hall in honor of
In his acceptance, Maltbie said “While I prefer to stay his sister Adella Dickman who worked for the universiin private practice, it will be a pleasure to assist Gover- ty most of her career.
nor Roosevelt in making state regulation of public utilities a real, live, governmental function.” He assumed a Milo summed up his philosophy of life in an epitaph he
style of leadership that could be called “microwrote for his 89th birthday:
management,” and was not collaborative with staff. He
Do not avoid work
expected the employees of the commission to show up
Do not be discouraged if you do not get what you
for work on time and to give the state the full value for
want
their pay.
Do not hesitate to take whatever work is honorable
and within your ability.
Maltbie changed utility regulation in New York State
Do not sacrifice principles for expedience.
and by example the rest of the country, from a mere
The greatest reward in life is the successful accomreaction to utility requests to assuring the safe and adeplishment of a difficult task
quate service at just and reasonable rates.
Milo Maltbie died on December 22, 1962 leaving an
The Hinckley native’s work as head of the Public Ser- estate valued at $1.4 million. In a private service, he
vice Commission saved the 14 million residents of New was buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Hinckley, next to
York a cumulative estimate of $1 billion in utility costs his wife Lucia. Relatives of the Maltbies still live in
between 1930 and 1949. He heard thousands of rate
Hinckley.
cases and read over 46,000 pages of testimony. His
Source material for this story came from: Defending the Public; Milo R. Maltbie and Utility Regulation in New York, by Howard J
Read 1998; papers of Mrs. Harley (Marjorie) Bastian; and research by NIU student and Hinckley resident Nicole Banigan. 2020

HHS is beginning a research project into some of the historic houses in our area and requests your
help. Send suggestions for houses to feature and any information you may have about the house and its
occupants over time to our email or post office address.
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The Role of a Livery Stable
By Jeff Wielert

There are not many citizens still among us who remember the era when travel meant riding or driving a
horse. Just as not everyone has an automobile today,
neither did every town resident have a horse or buggy
in earlier times for travel out of town. This brought
about the need for the livery stable where teams and
buggies or sleighs could be kept and rented for travel.

subject to call at any hour of the day or night and in
any kind of weather.

The customers needed transportation for various reasons. There were people visiting rural relatives, the
landlords checking on their farm tenants, land agents,
insurance agents, lightning rod salesmen, and cattle
and horse buyers, Then there were doctors making
The livery stable was also a refuge where country folk rural house calls, and clergymen tending to the spiritucould shelter, water and feed their teams, either for a
al needs of their flocks.
few hours or overnight while they were in town. The
fees charged depended on how long the stay and
The livery owner was an important man about town
whether or not the farmer supplied his own feed. The and enjoyed significant respect and standing like store
local livery stable also
owners or bankers. However, the
served as a clearing house
livery owner was more outspoken
(of sorts) for much inforabout politics and issues of the
mation and talk. It brought
day than other store owners, who
together horse buyers and
because of business reasons, had
brokers with horses for
to be more discreet. Under the
sale.
rather rough exterior, the livery
owner often had a heart of gold
Every town of any size had
that was often extended to the
at least one stable which
poor and unfortunate. Many a
was as necessary then as
homeless hobo could sleep in the
the garage and filling stahaymow, and come morning, be
tion is today. It was generhanded 25 cents by the livery
ally located well within the A.J. Coster had one of the three livery stables in owner for the price of breakfast.
Hinckley. It was located next to Adams House
town limits; often on a side on Lincoln Ave. In 1908 William Klotz built a
street. The fact that a sub- large barn on May street for a livery stable .
The invention of the automobile did
stantial number of animals
not totally replace the livery or horse
were kept within the town limits with their noise and
for many years, especially during the spring and winter
smell seemed to cause no concern or complaints.
months. When the winter snow lay deep or a wet
springs turned dirt roads to a sea of mud - only the
The livery was often a long building large enough to
horse and sleigh that could take persons to their destishelter the many horses needed, and also the buggies
nations and bring them safely home. During the wet
and sleighs to which they were hitched, besides space spring when dirt roads became a sea of mud, only the
for an office and sometimes sleeping quarters for the
livery horse could be relied upon to reach the destinamen who cared for the horses. These men served a
tion.
twofold role. Not only did they feed, water and groom
the animals, but they also served as drivers for clients The sturdy liveryman - what an important role he
who did not trust their ability as horsemen. They were played in the lives of our forefathers and community!

Congratulations to the 43 graduates of H-BR high school who are now
part of our history. They are the first to have a virtual graduation.
HHS has been recording the names of all high school graduates since
1879.
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A New Stadium for Baseball

At the ground breaking of the new high school baseball stadium, the Hinckley Historical Society presented
the Hinckley-Big Rock School District with a commemorative picture of the 1903 Hinckley Baseball Club.
It recognizes the community’s long-standing interest in baseball.
Baseball has been a form of entertainment and sport in
America for over 150 years. The first professional
baseball team formed in 1869 and local residents not
only liked to watch baseball but play the game. Hinckley had a town team called the Colts in the 1800s and
Hinckley and Big Rock baseball clubs were active from
1900 to 1930 when they disbanded during the depression.
The Hinckley teams were
very competitive and gained a
reputation across the state. A
baseball park was built on
John Clark’s land which today
is behind the elementary
school. So many people followed the team that a large
amphitheater was built for
them to watch the game. Unfortunately it was destroyed in 1913 by strong winds and hail.

park could open during the 1967 Big Rock Plowing
Match. There was lighting, dugouts, refreshment stand
and restrooms.

When Hinckley and Big Rock Schools consolidated in
1955, the baseball teams continued to be very competitive. Jerry Reingardt pitched a no-hitter in 1960 and the
team took second in the conference in 1961. George
Hubert, Jr. also pitched a no-hitter in 1962. His baseball
shoes used during high school are now a part of the museum collection. H-BR was Little 10 Champs again in
1967 and regional champs in 2008 and 2014.

The school district paid for the project from the Operations and Maintenance Funds without seeking a bank
loan or issuing bonds. A generous donation of
$100,000 was used to pay for the engineering costs as
well as materials associated with this project. The original construction low-bid was reduced to $432,644 by
the district providing some material and services.

Baseball was discontinued as a high school sport after
soccer was introduced in 1970. It would take 25 years
before baseball was again added to the school sports
program. H-BR High School teams have used Kenny
Field in Big Rock over the ensuring years.
The H-BR school board began discussing a new stadium at the high school in 2018 that would improve safety
for students driving to practice in Big Rock, encourage
more students and spectators to see sporting events, and
provide a quality facility for participants. The construction bid was awarded to Wilkinson Excavating in June
2019, with work to conclude by March 2020.

The scope of the work includes a fenced field with a
complete warning track, covered dugouts with storage
The high school baseball teams were equally successful that are made of stone, a knee wall between the two
and were Little 10 Conference champs in 1924, 25 and dugouts made of the same stone, retractable netting be26. There were teams for all ages. Historic records are tween the dugouts that is about 40 feet high to protect
sketchy but we know the high school baseball team
the area surrounding the field, water irrigation behind
went undefeated in 1949 and was Little 10 champs in
the pitcher’s mound, concrete pads for bleachers, and a
1949 and 1950. They were the Northern area champi- drainage system that will increase the playability of the
ons in 1951 and 1952.
field.

Big Rock created their own ball field in the 1920s west
of town where Kenny Field is located today. In 1965,
Kenny Raymond, Roger Hatfield, and Bill Thurow Jr.
wanted to add lights to the field. It became a memorial
project in 1967 to honor Kenny Raymond who was
killed in an auto accident that year. The community rallied to volunteer and make donations of all types so the

Community members
and students gather for
the Ground Breaking
event last fall
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According to the school district, extra-curricular activities outside of the classroom are intended to enhance the
students’ focus on personal development, skills in time
management, team mentality, growth mindset, and ownership in the school. The district follows the principle
that activities outside of the classroom should be balanced with the students’ academic responsibilities and
personal development.

First NIU African-American Graduate Was From Hinckley
Fanny Ruth Patterson, Hinckley, was the first Africandence of everybody with whom she has worked.” The
American student to graduate from what is now Northern President recommended her for a position teaching EngIllinois University. Fanny was born in 1892, the daughter lish and history.
of William and Nancy Patterson, in Kentucky and moved
While Fanny’s race was noted
to what is now Hinckley
in hand writing on her admiswhere she attended school.
sion documents, that detail was
After completing high school,
not typically part of early stuFanny worked for a few years
dent records. The NIU Black
before enrolling at Northern
Alumni Council offers a scholIllinois State Normal School
arship for African-American
(NISNS), DeKalb.
junior or senior year students
in honor of Fanny. The appliWhen she completed her twocant must be active in campus
year degree in 1915, NISNS
activities and submit a 500
President Cook wrote a letter
word essay on the importance
of recommendation for her to
of obtaining a college degree.
the head of personnel for the
St. Louis school system where she had applied for a
Fannie died on February 17, 1920 after a short illness.
teaching job. Cook wrote, “Fanny is a most excellent and Patterson family members lived in “Old Town” along Sointeresting young woman and she has had the entire confi- monauk Road until 1983.

We recently received 100 copies of old Hinckley Review newspapers that will soon be
added to our digital files. There was also a donation of the 1930 high school yearbook.
If you have old copies of the Review or yearbooks, please consider loaning or donating
them to the museum to expand our collection.

The Red Barn Has Become a Relic

Reprinted from the Farmers’ Almanac and DeKalb County Farm Bureau Magazine Connections
Ever wonder why so many barns were painted red? The
answer often had to do with the usefulness of the color.
Years ago, farmers didn’t have a lot of choices in paint
colors or other building materials. They had to be resourceful and often reuse material from an old building
that was being torn
down to build
something
new. Likewise, they
chose a paint
that would
seal and preserve the
wood of their
barn.

When commercial paint became more available, many
people chose red paint for their barns in honor of tradition and because the old red paint bonded so well to the
wood, it was hard to cover over for many years. White
painted barns were noted to peal revealing the red base
coat.

Barns are slowly outliving their usefulness on today’s
modern farms. Where these barns once stored livestock,
machinery and the upper story, or “mow,” was filled
with hay, straw or small grain, today they sit empty.
They have been replaced by steel clad buildings, better
In the 1800s,
many farm- suited for modern livestock operations, machine sheds
ers would seal
their barns with wider doors and higher ceilings, and grain bins that
using linseed oil, which is an orange-colored oil derived are easier to dry the grain and unload for market.
from the seeds of the flax plant. To this oil, they would
add a variety of things, most often milk and lime but al- Farmers are reluctant to remove the old barns until they
so ferrous oxide, or rust. Rust was plentiful on farms
become a real eye sore or the property tax costs more
and because it killed fungi and mosses that might grow than the value of nostalgia.
on the barn, it was very effective as a sealant. However,
the rust turned the paint mixture red in color.
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145 East Lincoln Ave., Hinckley, IL
Open Saturdays from 10-3 or by
appointment.
HinckleyHistoricalSociety@gmail.com
Facebook: Hinckley Historical Society
Website: Hinckleyhistoricalsociety.com
Volunteers are needed at the museum.
Share your talents by contacting Julie
815-739-4721

Board Members:

Events:

President - Bob Pritchard

 Board meetings the second Tuesday of the month at 6:30
p.m.

Vice Pres. – Jeff Wielert
Secretary – Rob Mason
Treasurer - Deb Appleby
Curator – Julie Morsch
At Large Members – Pat Bastian, Jennifer
Klambauer and Kris Sellers
Newsletter published by Bob and Mary
Pritchard

 The museum was re-opened on June 5 just in time to celebrate Hinckley’s ZIP Code Day
 Send us a note of what you have been doing to survive the
stay-at-home order. Help build our record of this pandemic.
 Follow us on Facebook for comments, pictures and contests. Also follow Hinckley Illinois Community History
and Some Current Affairs



The ZIP Code Day planning committee modified its plans for June 5, 2020 due to the virus but
promises a bigger celebration on 60520-1 next June. Nevertheless, there are mugs, tumblers,
flower pot signs, signed copies of the logo, a special 60520 coffee, cancelled envelopes on June 5
and buttons available. Contact the museum for details.



The DeKalb County May 7 Day of Giving set a record! Over $1.2 million was donated during a
24-hour campaign to help 113 non-profit organizations in the county continue to provide services and operations. The giving was especially helpful this year as organizations were not able
to hold regular fundraisers during COVID-19 restrictions. HHS appreciates those who contributed over $9,451 to support and continue our mission of “preserving the past for the future.”



Thank you to Michaela Haska and Consciously Rooted of Hinckley for the recent donation of a
wood and glass display case. As our museum grows, this case will be especially useful in displaying artifacts.
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