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Like many of the early settlers in Squaw Grove 
Township, the Leifheit family trace their roots to 
Germany.  Frederick and Hattie Leifheit were mar-
ried in Hanover, Germany, and started a family that 
included six children: Hannah, Mollie, Henry, Wil-
liam, August, and Minnie.   
 
Frederick and Hattie wanted to make a better life for 
their family so they decided to move to America with 
their children.  By this time William had married 
Caroline Ekhart and the couple moved with Freder-
ick’s family to Illinois in 1850. 
 
The family first settled in Kendall County for a few 
years before moving west to Iowa.  It was there that 
the mother, Hattie, passed away.  Frederick struggled 
to make a life for the family and decided to return to 
Kendall County in 1855.  He, too, would soon pass 
away leaving his children to fend for themselves. 

 
William and Caroline Leifheit moved to Squaw 
Grove Township in 1856 and bought 160 acres of 
prime farm land about two miles west of the Squaw 
Grove Settlement (now the Village of Hinckley).  
The couple prospered and raised a family of 11 chil-
dren: William L., Emmet A., Edward F., Caroline 
M., Adolph F., Charles F., Julia A., Harvey H., Em-
ma L., Anna H., and Mary A.   

(Continued on page 4) 

 

The Leifheit Homestead “Catalpa Grove Stock Farm” Story 
Material for this story was provided by the family and research by NIU student and Hinckley resident Nicole Banigan 

It’s as if when Meredith Wilson and Frank Lucey 
wrote the book and 1957 Broadway hit musical “The 
Music Man,” they had studied the life of Roderick 
“R.B.” Wight, born in Plainfield, IL in 1908.  R.B. 
would create bands and enthusiastic appreciation for 
instrumental music in numerous towns including Big 
Rock and Hinckley.  
 
R.B. studied music at the Co-
lumbia and also Vandercook 
Schools of Music in the 
1920s.  Over the next decade 
he created interest in forming 
bands in small towns from 
Maywood, Frankfort, Tinley 
Park and Mokena, to Elwood, 
Manhattan and Plano.   
At the time, band directing 

was not a full-time paid position so besides teaching in 
Plano, Wight cultivated interest in Big Rock in 1941 to 
add 2 or 3 days a week for grade school and high 
school instruction.  By 1946, the Hinckley Board of 
Education voted to hire Wight as well.  That fall Wight 
held combined band concerts with all three of his 
bands--Plano, Big Rock and Hinckley--in each town.  
 
Wight was a band evangelist and he created interest in 
Somonauk as well, and by 1953 was holding joint con-
certs for Big Rock, Hinckley and Somonauk bands.  He 
formed band parent associations to encourage the stu-
dents’ interest in music and provide for the needs of 
the bands.  If a parent was hesitant to let their child join 
the band, Wight would not give up.  In one example, 
he called the parents and kept talking until they relent-
ed and allowed the child to join. 

(Continued on page 2) 
 

The Hinckley Music Man 

      1940 Catalpa Grove Stock Farm viewed from the east 
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(Music, continued from page 1) 

 
Between Big Rock and Hinckley School Districts, 
Wight found full time work.  R.B. was always focused 
on developing the student’s interest in music and real-
ized that besides a grade school band, he needed a 
“beginners” band to stimulate interest in playing from 
older students.  He often combined the grade school and 
high school bands to expand the instrumentation and 
sound.   
 
On Memorial Day parades, the grade school and high 
school bands would march from the high school—then 
on the west end of town-- to the small park by the Dairy 
Joy or in later years to the Community Building.  They 
played the national anthem and taps with two echoes.    

 
Wight said you couldn’t have a band without uniforms, 
so the Band Parents Associations and schools bought  
43 uniforms for the first band.  In later years as the  
band grew in size and uniforms wore out, the Band  
Parents gladly increased their fundraising activities.   

 
 
 

With wife Sarah Edna Weedom Wight by his side,  
R.B.  invested himself in teaching individual music  
lessons, scheduling concerts and entering contests.   
He conducted open air concerts for the community  
every few weeks during the summer.  The concerts at 
first were at the Hinckley Community Building band 
shell then, as the bands got bigger, concerts were held 
on Sycamore Street, north of Lincoln Ave.  
 
Having summer concerts for the community was not a 
new idea.  Hinckley’s military and town bands were per-
forming weekly concerts in the early 1900s at the Com-
munity Building band shell and around the flag pole in 
the intersection of what is now Lincoln Ave. and Syca-
more Street.  
 
Wight admired the music of John Philip Sousa and in-
cluded The Thunderer, Washington Post, Semper Fidelis 
and, of course, Stars and Stripes Forever in nearly every 
parade and concert.  
 

The competition for students’ time from sports was not 
as great at this time.  Nevertheless, R.B. created interest 
in joining the band by performing in parades, fairs and 
entertainment parks.  Band members looked forward to 
going to Riverview Park each year where after the pa-
rade they were turned loose to ride the “Bobs,” take a 
parachute jump or enjoy the carnival games.  Another of 
the big outings was going to the Lions Parade in down-
town Chicago.  The band was hosted to dinner after the 
parade and the sites of the big city. 
 
Then there were performances at the Harvard Milk 
Days, Big Rock Plowing Match, Sandwich Fair and the 
Illinois State Fair; and participation in “pep” band at 
basketball games and “band days” at Northwestern Uni-
versity and Northern Illinois University football games.   
 
Wight was not only a showman--demanding marching 
precision—but he also sought to improve the musical 
skills of his students.  He encouraged students to take 
private lessons and attend music camps during the sum-
mer.  He would personally coach grade school individu-
als during the school day in the gym—the former Bap-
tist Church.   
 
When the H-BR High School was built in 1957, it in-
cluded four small practice rooms for this instruction and 
a separate classroom for the band. Wight helped  build 
school pride by taking the words for a school loyalty 
song written by students, adding music, and playing the 
piece at sporting events.  
 
Every year he encouraged students to demonstrate their 
musical skills by entering solo and ensemble contests as 
well as the band contests.  Soloists needed a piano ac-
companiment which was provided by adult volunteers 
like Edna Wight, June Hillman, Helen Schumacher, 
Jane Leifheit and a number of students. It was not unu-
sual for there to be 30 to 60 contestants who usually 
brought home “superior” ratings and ribbons.   
 

(Continued on page 3) 

Early 1900 town band lead in this parade by  
former Village President Philo Slater 



 

 

(Music, continued from page 2) 

 
The district and state band contests were equally successful with the band winning many superior ratings, state 
sweepstake awards and Governor’s Trophy.  The contests required playing not only prepared pieces of music but 
also sight reading a piece.  R.B. would verbally walk the students through the sight reading piece which they had 
never seen before, and then the band would perform it.  At one state contest in Macomb, the judges wrote “Perfect 
pieces of instrumentation, and the sight reading demonstrated the entire range of tone modulation and key conver-
sion.”        
 
When Edna Wight died unexpectantly in December 1959, the band went to her funeral in Joliet and served as an 
honor guard at the burial in Little Rock Township, Plano.  R.B. tried to fill the hole in his life by dedicating him-
self even more to the bands. 
 
Following an auto accident in the fall of 1965, Wight had to reduce his activities.  When his health failed to im-
prove, he submitted his resignation from teaching in 1966.  He quietly left a strong music program that involved a 
majority of the students in the high school and a community that appreciated music.   R.B. Wight, the accom-
plished musician and music man, died of a cerebral hemorrhage on September 9, 1970.  
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1950 Champion Band included grade school and high school members  

Other Instrumental Music Teachers at Hinckley and H-BR  

Roy Schumacher

   
William Edward William Callahan       Frank Wiltse  Richard Radek        Larry Woodruff  

William Hiltenbrand        Jeff Brayfield  Traci Hoppes         Craig Richmond  Mike Lahey  Sarah Corkins 
Sartori 
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( Leifheit, continued from page 1) 

 
Besides raising crops in the fertile soil, William expand-
ed the farm to include dairy and beef cattle, hogs and 
Percheron horses which he used for work and to sell to 
other farmers.  His homestead expanded to 548 acres and 
was named Catalpa Grove Stock Farm for the fine stand 
of trees on his land.  The trees provided lumber, fence 
posts and shade for the extended family gatherings that 

met in the grove until the 
1930s.  
 
When the parents decided to 
retire, they turned over the 
farming operation to Adolph.  
He had married Louise Jo-
hanna Granart and to their 
union were born four chil-
dren: William F. (Willy), Ir-
vin E., Ella, and Hattie.   Wil-
lie and Irvin farmed alongside 

their father so when Adolph retired, he split the farm be-
tween his children. The 80 acres north of the railroad and 
what is now Route 30 went to Irvin with the rest of the 
farm going to Willy, Ella and Hattie as a group.                

 

Irvan married Marvel Clark McAllister and to their union 
was born a son, John (Jack).  They farmed the north por-
tion of the Leifheit farmstead until Irvan retired.  The 
land would later be occupied by the Hinckley Airport.  
Jack, following military service in the Pacific Theater 
during World War II, would own and operate the Hinck-
ley Hardware Store. 
 
Willy was innovative and a respected leader in the com-
munity.  He was active in the Squaw Grove Farmers 
Club in the early 1900s and served as president for sever-
al years.  The Squaw Grove and other township groups 
throughout the state organized meetings to share agricul-
ture research and best practices for raising livestock and 
crops, marketing products, soil conservation, and farm 
management. 
 
Farmers were concerned about the declining fertility of 
their soils and had an immediate need to produce higher 
yielding crops.  It was only natural then that Willy was 
the Squaw Grove Township representative on the  
DeKalb County Soil Improvement Association when it 
formed in 1912.  The association hired a soils specialist 
from the University of Illinois who encouraged the use of 
lime to improve the soils of the county.  This “County 
Farm Advisor,” one of the first in the nation, then fo-
cused on using better quality clover seed.  The  
Association sent their farm advisor to western states to 
buy directly from seed producers.  The group expanded 

into breeding for better quality corn varieties.  These ven-
tures were so successful and because of a new federal 
law regulating county farm advisors, the Association 
spun off the business activities to form the DeKalb Coun-
ty Agricultural Association in 1917.   
 
An early September frost across Illinois in 1917 made the 
corn unsuitable for use as seed the next year.  The Soil 
Association sent its farm advisor to find two-year-old 
seed that hadn’t been damaged by the frost.  The effort 
was a huge success and allowed the farmers, including 
Willy, to grow a corn crop in 1918.   
 
The Agricultural Association, or “Ag,” as it would be 
called, continued its efforts in corn breeding while the 
Soil Association focused on supplying farm services, ed-
ucation, and information for its members.  The Soil As-
sociation would change its name to the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau in 1926.  Willy continued to serve on the 
Farm Bureau Board until 1934. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Industrial hemp was a popular crop in the United States 
and grown on the Leifheit farm.  It was used for lamp 
fuel, paper, rope and some 25,000 different products.  
The 1937 Marijuana Tax Act tried to discourage growing 
the crop but the Department of Agriculture encouraged 
hemp production during World War II.   
 

Willy married Hilda Morsch in 1913 and they had two 
children, Norval and Morsch.  The family enjoyed life on 
the farm and their horses.  They used Saddlebred horses 
for light field and carriage work in the early years and 
Percherons for heavy work.  Morsch and his sister Norval 
used the family buggy pulled by one of their ponies to 
attend the Granart country school.  Their father built a 
small shed to shelter the pony during the school day. 

Morsch married Marie Carolyn Hage in 1940 and to the 
union was born: Dennis, Darryl, Brenda, Rhonda, Shawn, 
David, and Rachelle.  Willy decided to retire and move to 
Hinckley in 1944 and turned the farming operation over 
to Morsch.  Shortly thereafter, Willy and his sisters 
Hattie and Ella sold the farm to Frank Brach, owner of 
E.J. Brach’s Candy Company in Chicago.  Frank pro-
ceeded to hire Morsch and Marie to run the farm.   

(Continued on page 5) 

From  left: Willy, Irvin, 
Hattie, and Ella Leifheit 

A load of hemp stalks on the Leifheit farm ready for market 
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(Leifheit, continued from page 4) 
 

In Frank Brach’s Will he stipulated that the Leifheit 
family could live on their family homestead until he and 
his wife, Helen Brach, had both passed on.  The will 
also stipulated that the Leifheit property would be the 
very last property to be sold from the Brach estate.  
Frank and Helen often visited the Leifheit homestead 
and brought candy for the children.  Frank died in 1970 
and his wife Helen, after being kidnapped and missing 
for years, was declared dead in 1984.  

 
 
 
 

Morsch and Marie raised their children on the farm 
where they helped dairy, raise crops, and eventually 
bred border collies.  The kids loved to ride horses and 
take the family buggy to the field with refreshments 
where their dad was working.  Morsch was a 4-H Club 

leader and helped his kids learn skills they have used 
later in their lives.  He was a charter member of the 
Hinckley Lions Club and served as its President.  The 
Hinckley-Big Rock FFA recognized Morsch for his ser-
vice to agriculture and the chapter.   
 
As the children left home, Morsch sold the dairy and 
focused on raising crops.  He sold Na-Churs fertilizer 
and became an accomplished woodworker.  He owned 
the Wood-n-Things shop in Hinckley for a time and was 
active in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau, and St. 
Paul’s United Church of Christ.  Catalpa Grove Stock 
Farm came to an end in 1990. 
    

 
 
 

 

Grandpa Willy on far left, Morsch in center, Dennis on pony with 
sister Brenda, and brother Darryl holding the pony, Dusty 

 

News Briefs 

The HHS has joined with the Hinckley Public Library in sponsoring a number of programs this 
summer and fall about Illinois history.  “Abe Lincoln” visited in July and “John Deere”  spoke in 
August.  Watch for future programs held at 6 p.m. in the Community Building.  Register to attend 
at www.Hinckleylibrary.org/events. 

-HHS- 

You can access copies of the Hinckley Review and Country Courier newspapers on line.  Go to the 
web site: https.hinckleyhistorical.advantage-preservation.com.  You will find tabs to explain how to 
navigate the files.  Feel free to contact the museum if you have questions.  If you have old copies of 
the Review or high school yearbooks, please consider loaning or donating them to the museum to 
expand our collection.   

-HHS- 

HHS is beginning a research project into some of the historic houses in our area and requests your 
help.  Send suggestions for houses to feature and any information you may have about the house 
and its occupants over time to our email or post office address.   

-HHS- 

If you have special memories or interest in the history of the Hinckley area, join our volunteers at 
the museum.  There’s all types of activities, things to do and stories to share.  Contact Julie at 815-
739-4721. 

From top left: Dennis, Darryl, David, Brenda Hunt, Rhonda Leifheit, 
Shawn McCrea, and Rachelle Bianchi 
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Going into 2020, the farm economy was already suffer-
ing from a trade war, and weather disasters that kept 
commodity prices below cost of production.  Then came 
the pandemic-- COVID-19. 
 
With schools, universities and restaurants closed, less 
demand for corn based ethanol fuel, and meat packing 
plant slow-downs, there was a big disruption on market-
ing of farm commodities.  Plus with ethanol plants 
idled, livestock producers who relied on distillers dried 
grain—a byproduct of ethanol production—had to 
scramble to replace that source of animal feed.  The dis-
ruption in food processing, distribution and logistics al-
so resulted in sparse grocery store shelves.    
 
The virus has given the world a chance to see how criti-
cal agriculture is to our lives; and despite the efforts of 
hard-working farmers, our supply of abundant, low cost 
food can be threatened. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ron Ness, pork producer from Hinckley 

 

One Hinckley area farmer shared how the virus has af-
fected his operation.  Ron Ness planned to ship a load  
of pigs to the JBS meat processing plant in Beardstown 
in April.  But couldn’t. 
 
His load of pigs wasn’t accepted because they were 
lighter in weight than other loads under contract with 
the meat packer.  And the plant was starting to get be-
hind in processing meat due to the COVID-19  
pandemic. 
 
Pork producers across the country were scrambling to 
get their pigs to market.  When COVID shut down pack-
ing plants or reduced their capacity to process pigs, 
farmers had to look at alternative options like finding 
other facilities for the market ready pigs or even  
euthanization. 

Ron did not have to resort to these options but instead 
was able to slow the growth of his pigs by adjusting pro-
tein in their rations and boosting building temperature 
from 65 to 75 degrees to diminish their appetite.  So he 
kept his 250-pound pigs in his barn and made slight ad-
justments so they would be ready to ship when the meat 
plant could take them. 
 
“Our biggest impact of COVID was being able to ship 
pigs, said Ron.  “Some packing plants closed and others 
were running under capacity, based on their employees 
testing positive for COVID.” 
  
The Hinckley pork producer stated that JBS was run-
ning at 75% of capacity by June, which still is causing 
shipping disruptions.  Farms under contract with meat 
plants are geared up for regular shipments of pigs as 
part of their pork production cycle. 
 
Pork farms have taken a big hit with delayed shipments 
of meat and crashing pork prices.  The National Pork 
Producers estimated farms were losing $37 per pig this 
spring. 
 
Ron said he had previously forward prices some of his 
pigs to protect himself from price declines and huge 
market losses. 
 
He’s also a partner in Pipestone’s sow center system and 
has been in discussions about slowing down breeding to 
offset the overproduction of pork.  He gets his weaned 
pigs from the local sow centers and feeds them with the 
corn he grows on his farm to a market weight of about 
280 pounds. 
 
Ron says “It’s not my first rodeo having raised pigs for 
50 years now.”  He’s experienced the “ups and downs” 
in pork production but states that it’s not as predictable 
with today’s vertical integration.  “This year will be one 
of those down years—below breakeven pork prices.” 
 
Interrupted Cattle Marketing Hard to Manage  
 
The pandemic has created many sleepless nights for 
producers trying to manage the risks.  Mike Martz, a 
partner in the Larson Farms Partnership (LFP) --that 
produces cattle in northern Pierce Township--was one 
who had to contend with beef cattle ready for market 
this spring and no packer-processor willing to accept 
them.   

(Continued on page 7) 

 

COVID-19 Impacts Agriculture 
A portion of this story is reprinted with the permission of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Connections magazine 



 

 

(COVID, continued from page 6) 

 
When workers at the packing plants tested positive for 
the virus, the plants had to cut back processing capacity 
and some had to close temporarily.  As a result there was 
a backlog of about 1 million head of cattle across the 
country waiting to be processed.  
 
The LFP feedlot turns out about 7,000 head of finished 
cattle per year.  They market animals every week but 
there was about a month this spring that the farm couldn’t 
market any animals.  When they could find a market they 
received about $25 per hundredweight lower prices for 
their animals.  Still by mid-July, prices were about $21 
per hundredweight lower than in March.  Producers  
experienced a significant financial loss on each animal 
marketed.   
 
Martz said “Despite the slowdown in deliveries to proces-
sors, it’s difficult to slow the rate of gain of a beef animal 
and we get penalized for delivering heavier cattle.”  

 
 
LFP knows that not every group of cattle are perfectly 
uniform so they use ultra sound testing of each animal to 
measure the right time to market.  “We look at an image 
of the tissue--back fat, and marbling—combined with the 

weight, time in the feedlot and genetics of the animal to 
estimate the optimum days till the animal is ready for 
market,” said Martz.  “Different color ear tags indicate 
when they will be ready for market.” 
 
The ration LPF feeds to 
their cattle includes distill-
ers grain, a by-product of 
ethanol plants.  With peo-
ple driving less, there was 
a reduced demand for etha-
nol and one of the three 
providers the Larson's use 
for distillers grain shut 
down operations this 
spring.  “We had to work 
fast to fill the void,” Martz 
added.  
 
As a result of the virus, the 
partnership philosophy is 
focused on using the futures 
market more to minimize 
price variations and contin-
ue to manage their risks.  
One of the ways they man-
age risks and capital needs is to own some of their cattle 
and feed cattle owned by others.  They have been custom 
feeding cattle for over 35 years.  “We give our customers 
financial information every 15 days including their cost 
of feed and profitability, and offer financing and market-
ing assistance,” Mike said.   

 
“These are unusual times so we are not drastically chang-
ing our business model,” the cattleman continued.  “We 
believe the consumer demand for red meat is still strong 
and in DeKalb County we have great availability to quali-
ty, low cost feed as well as close proximity to several 
packing plants.”   
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Ray Larson and Mike Martz.  
 

The Larson Partnership consists of 
three generations: parents Ray and 
Carol Larson; son Norm and Barb 
Larson; daughter Lynn and Mike 
Martz; and their son Justin and  

his wife Jamie Martz.  

 

 

Cultivating an Interest in History  
 
Part of the HHS mission is to cultivate an interest and understanding of local history beginning with our 
younger generations.  We have been working with the H-BR school district to encourage more local history 
in their lessons.   
 
At the elementary school, teachers are considering ways to enhance lessons in geography, social studies, 
history, and financial literacy using information about our community, ancestors, and response to changes 
over time.  We will work with the district to gather material and the funding necessary for them to enrich 
their lessons.   
 
At the high school, English teachers have asked HHS to be a resource in their study of protests.  We are 
gathering information about our area in the late 1960s and will help identify community members willing to 
share their views and experiences with students.  

Colored ear tags indicate time to market 
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145 East Lincoln Ave., Hinckley, IL 

Open Saturdays from 10-3 or by 
appointment. 

HinckleyHistoricalSociety@gmail.com 

Facebook: Hinckley Historical Society 

Website: Hinckleyhistoricalsociety.com 

Volunteers are needed at the museum. 
Share your talents by contacting Julie 
815-739-4721 

 Events in U.S. History 
 The Mayflower ship departed from Plymouth, England on 6 September 1620 with 102 passengers.  The 

voyage across the Atlantic took 66 days until Cape Cod was sighted on 9 November 1620.  The Mayflower 
Compact was formulated and signed on 20 November 1620 by the men in the group.  This document es-
tablished laws and self-governance. It is considered a seminal American document that foreshadowed the 
development of American democracy and the U.S. Constitution.  The Pilgrims explored the region and on 
25 December 1620, they decided upon Plymouth (Massachusetts) as a permanent residence and began 
construction of their first buildings. Only 51 pilgrims survived the first winter. 

 Women received the right to vote with the passage of the 19th Amendment.  Illinois was the first state 
east of the Mississippi to give women the right to vote in presidential and municipal elections.  Illinois rat-
ified the 19th Amendment on 10 June 2019 and Tennessee was the last to ratify on 26 August 1920.  The 
1965 Voting Rights Act struck down other state qualifications to vote. 

Board Members: 

President - Bob Pritchard 

Vice Pres. – Jeff Wielert 

Secretary – Pat Bastian 

Treasurer -  Deb Appleby 

Curator – Julie Morsch 

At Large Members – Jennifer Klambauer,  

Rob Mason, and Kris Sellers 

Newsletter published by Bob and Mary Pritchard  

Events: 

 Board meetings the second Tuesday of the month at 
6:30 p.m.  

 The museum is open Saturdays from 10-3 or by ap-
pointment by calling Julie (815-739-4721) 

 Follow us on Facebook for comments, pictures and con-
tests.  Also follow Hinckley Illinois Community History 
and Some Current Affairs 

  


