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Shortly after John Sebree settled here in 1834,    
businesses began to spring up to serve the needs of 
a growing settlement.  There were no local banks so 
people borrowed from each other until crops were 
harvested or livestock sold.  Frank Merrill opened a 
general store and quickly learned about cash flow 
and the credit needs of his customers.  It wasn’t   
until after the Civil War though when Hiram    
Wagner joined Merrill in operating the general 
store that the two took action to create a bank. In 
1882 the two entrepreneurs built the town’s first 
bank on the opposite corner from the general store 
on what is now Lincoln Avenue and Sycamore 
Street.  

They soon decided that Wagner would manage the 
bank while Merrill would continue to run the gen-
eral store. The bank was chartered as the First    
National Bank and Wagner helped his customers   
to grow and prosper.  It wasn’t long, however, until 
a group of local businessmen opened a second bank 
in 1904 and named it the Hinckley State Bank.  

At the time, both banks were run by people who 
lived in the community, were active in local       
organizations and were dependent upon the     
town’s success. 

Both banks survived the great depression and 
helped their customers through it too.  With    
changing management after the death of Hiram 
Wagner and growing competition, the National 
Bank decided to merge with the State Bank in 
1949.  The stock owners who held controlling    
interest of the State Bank changed several times 
over the next several decades but the bank        
management still lived in the community and     
understood the needs of its customers. 

The town got a second bank again in 1988 when 
Resource Bank purchased the Savings and Loan 

(Continued on page 2) 
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building on Oak Street and opened a branch. The  
bank was founded in 1901 by a group of investors in 
Malta and has since grown to have 14 locations in 
three counties. Meanwhile, ownership and leadership 
of the State Bank changed considerably over the next 
30 years with Merchant’s Bank taking control in 
1996, Old Kent in 2000 and Fifth-Third from 2009 
until closing the branch in 2019.   

Darci Friedlund, Resource Bank Branch Manager, 
explained the bank’s staying power in smaller      
communities results from following their core      
principles: Enriching Lives, Caring For Our        
Communities, and Believing In America.  Resource 
Bank prides itself on being a locally-owned,         
community bank where all decisions are made by 
people from the area who are familiar with the            
regional industries and markets.  

Resource Bank offers a full range of financial          
services, including Insurance, Investments, Trust, and 
Mortgages.  Their efforts to help customers,          
businesses and employees was demonstrated during 
the recent federal Paycheck Protection Program when 
staff worked almost around the clock to help clients 
and even non-clients apply for the program.  In       
addition, Resource Bank is well known as an          
agriculturally-focused bank, with an emphasis on    
the importance of being a source of reliable credit   

for its farm clients and helping younger clients get 
started farming.   

The bank began publishing a quarterly magazine in 
2006 featuring local businesses and proudly           
displaying them on the lobby wall.  A few of those 
Hinckley stories include Step One Stairworks,     
Hinckley Fresh Market, Dairy Joy, Don Willrett 
Farms, and Sandi Frost Cattle Showwomen.  

The branch has a staff of eight with Holle, Haleigh, 
Beth, Darci, Jim and Amanda shown below. Stop by 
Resource Bank where they believe there is an endur-
ing place for a true, locally based community bank.   

   

Holle, Haleigh, Beth, Darci, Jim and Amanda 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Financial Report to Members 

The HHS Board of Directors wants members to be aware of the financial health of your organization and 
how funds are being expended.  What follows is a condensed overview for Fiscal Year 2020.  Please feel 
welcome to visit with Treasurer Pat Bastian (pbastian9876@gmail.com) if you have questions. 

Balance from 2019  $13,769       

Income     Expenses   

Donations $19,366   Fundraisers $  3,996 

Dues $  2,575   Insurance $  2,643 

Fundraisers $  8,735   Interns $  1,150 

Grants/interns $  3,650   Loan Repayment  $ 5,673 

Misc. $       93   Misc. $     342 

Museum sales $     483   Museum Merchandise $    136 

Total available $48,641   Office Supplies $ 1,136 

      Repairs/Digitizing $ 2,500 

      Utilities $ 2,218 

      Total spent $18,794 

Balance to 2021 $29,847       

mailto:pbastian9876@gmail.com
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Looking in the Rearview Mirror 
 

The Historical Society was finally able to hold its annual meeting with members 
in June and review some of   the activities during the year of the pandemic. As 
you may recall we were starting our series 
of history speakers when the government 
shutdown all meetings.  Working with the 

Hinckley Library, HHS was able to invite Abe Lincoln and John Deere 
impersonators to share bits of their lives. We plan to  resume the  
speaker program later this year.  

With the help of our college intern, we began a weekly series on         
Facebook featuring items in our museum collection Mondays and       
another post on Thursdays focusing on local businesses.  It surprises a 
lot of people that our business focus is up to number 39 with many 
more yet to feature. Check out the Facebook posts at                             
hinckleyhistoricalsociety, thehinckleygazzette and Hinckleygoingson. 

 

The community’s excitement over its  ZIPCODE Day on June 5, 2020 had to be greatly 
curtailed. Nevertheless, HHS provided cancelled letters, decals and, at Christmas, a tree 
ornament with the logo for the ZIPCODE Day. Ornaments are still available for sale. 

Our efforts to take stories about our history beyond the museum walls took several other 
forms last year.  HHS helped coordinate eight interviews with individuals about their   
memories of the Vietnam War to supplement the high school big read project of the 
book Kent State.  HHS also digitized 100 more issues of our local newspapers.  They are 
great for research and can be accessed from our website. Then we participated in the 

County History Center’s “Out and About” project that featured up to five attractions to see on a driving tour 
of every township. Squaw Grove was featured in August and Pierce in September.  HHS also nominated the 
Dairy Joy for the 100  historic items in the county. The Dairy Joy drive-in won the most votes in an on-line 
popularity contest.      

After major repairs to the museum building during 
2018 and 2019, HHS was able to take a breather last 
year and focus on paying off the loans for this work.  
This year we are planning to protect and paint the    
outside block wall of the museum facing the railroad 
tracks. We also are making plans to expand the        
museum by  occupying the entire first floor of our 
building. 

The annual dinner and auction, which were major 
sources of funding for the society, had to be cancelled 
last year.  Volunteers stepped forward and held two 
drive thru dinners in conjunction with 5B’s catering 
and applied for a grant from Illinois Humanities.     
Donations to HHS through the day of giving called 
“Give DeKalb County” also helped support our projects 
and operations. 

Your organization is led by a board of eight  individuals dedicated to preserving our history and sharing our 
stories. As new members were added, others retired and we thank Deb Appleby, Rob Mason, Julie Morsch 
and Kris Sellers for their many contributions and years of service. The board welcomes individuals to vol-
unteer at the museum and help continue preserving the past for future generations.  

Lincoln impersonator shared many stories 

Volunteers serving roast beef and ham drive-thru-dinner     
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There is an important piece of American history that 
has much to do with the development of the Hinckley-
Big Rock bands.  Following both of the World Wars, 
some of the soldiers returning from war had played in 
military bands and brought that appreciation for music 
to their professions as teachers. The United States  
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine and Coast Guard 
bands early on became the very best in the world and 
are often viewed to be at the same level of artistry as 
the world’s finest symphony orchestras. 

R.B. Wight did not experience military service, but   
he benefited greatly from an understanding of this       
interest in bands and the quality of music that was 
possible from ordinary people.  He grew up in      
Plainfield, near Joliet, so he would have heard of the 
Joliet Township High School Band that was gaining 
national recognition and winning state and national 
championships.  

School music programs in the 1940’s and 1950’s, in 
many parts of the U.S., were still in their infancy and 
were often considered outside the regular curriculum; 
not warranting a full-time teaching assignment. 
Wight’s full-time teaching positions for several years 
were a mending together of part-time employment at 
three or more schools.  He lined up students at Plano, 
then Big Rock in 1941 and finally Hinckley by 1946.  
Students were so eager for music lessons in Plano that 
they paid $1 per week to be in the band.  Concerts 

were held in each community with all three bands 
playing.  Later he replaced Plano with Somonauk and 
that is how I first met R.B. 

Wight developed the bands by 
first starting a beginning band.  
With two or three sessions a week 
he taught basic musicianship, the  
technique of playing the student’s 
chosen instrument and, very     
importantly, what it was like to  
belong to a performing group.  
The nine and ten-year-olds 
learned good posture, discipline 
and stage etiquette.  Each had to 
have a white shirt or blouse, black 
pants and shined black shoes. 

Sometime after I advanced beyond beginner’s band, 
my mother came home from a band parents’ meeting 
one night to say that Mr. Wight had suggested that 
because I was doing well in my musical studies, that 
perhaps I should study saxophone privately with him 
on weekends. I agreed, somewhat reluctantly, and 
from then on, both of the Wights became important 
mentors in my life.  In addition to my weekly lessons, 
there were long conversations about music, about 
bands in general and a lot about life as they had lived 
it. When the Hinckley and Big Rock Schools         

(Continued on page 5) 

Hinckley’s Golden Age of Bands 
Comments by Dr. Rollin Potter 

The following article is drawn from Dr. Potter’s speech at the June Historical Society member annual 
meeting.  He grew up in Somonauk, took saxophone lessons from HBR band director R.B. Wight and   
conducted his college student teaching at HBR under Wight.  Potter perhaps knew R.B. and Edna Wight 
better than anyone which gave him some great insights into how the Wight’s developed the large band 
enrollment, parent involvement, performance excellence and string of state band championships in the 
1950s and 1960s. 

R.B Wight 
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consolidated and Mr. Wight assumed full-time duties 
here, he dropped the Somonauk band. I felt devastated.  
R.B. assured me that we would stay in touch and he    
arranged for my saxophone lessons to continue with one 
of the most prominent saxophone players in Chicago.  
He  recommended colleges I should attend, allowed me 
to student teach at HBR, and helped line-up my first    
teaching job in Plano. 

In looking back over my association with the Wights   
and having worked at four different universities and   
directed bands at both the high school and collegiate    
levels, I can see at least four important strategies that   
the Wights implemented to make for several years of      
top-flight state championship bands, soloists and        
ensembles. 

First, pride and purpose were key ingredients of the 
overall development of the bands.  The purpose or goal 
of winning a first division rating led to pride when it was 
achieved.  Commitment on the part of both students and 
parents was high which resulted in the expectations for 
perfect attendance, weekend performances and extra          

 

 

rehearsals.  The quality of musical literature that the 
band performed was always a level or two higher than 
many other high schools. 

A second important ingredient in what the Wights did 
was their ongoing commitment to teaching.  This is 
where Edna truly comes to the fore.  While many band 
directors used their preparation hours and after school 
time in administrative work, Edna was in the schools 
supporting R.B. so he could be teaching a full day of  
lessons, rehearsals, and individual preparations for solo 
and ensemble contests and working with students late 
into the evening. Edna scheduled, purchased, completed 
entry forms, filed and edited music, and communicated 
with the Band Parents’ Association.  She was an                  
accomplished pianist who coached and accompanied 

many students each year in their preparation for solo and 
ensemble contests.  

Another strategy was one used by a violin teacher named 
Shinichi Suzuki who gained international recognition for 
his method of teaching violin and other string             
instruments. One might not think that Wight’s teaching 
was unique but it truly was.  At every rehearsal, with a 
ninety-piece band, a quartet, or individual lesson, R.B. 
would have his cornet close at hand and say “listen to 
this.”  Followed by “listen again.”  That would occur 
multiple times during a rehearsal.  Listening, imitation 
and repetition were always part of his rehearsals and   
lessons.   

This along with an incredible understanding of         
transposition and musical clefs gave him as a teacher, a 
pedagogical philosophy that was unique.  This helped 
develop hundreds of young musicians, who in roughly 
eight years of musical learning, became the ingredients 
of a championship musical organization. 

Finally, he believed that difficult music and a high    
quality of performance was part of success; regardless of 
whether a band concert, parade or various other events.   

When Edna died on December 30, 1959—my birthday—
the HBR band formed a large honor guard at the burial at 
the Little Rock Cemetery in Plano.  R.B. continued 
teaching and there were more state championships,     
Lions International parades, and 
trips to Riverview Park but it was 
obvious to us who knew R.B. that 
he was now a lonely man.  Some   
of us tried to fill in as best we  
could accompanying him on trips   
to Chicago, offering invitations to 
concerts, and having lunch           
together.  Unfortunately, his nights 
and  weekends alone led him to 
drinking and diminished capacity.  
He resigned his position in the         
summer of 1966 and moved to the         
Washington, D.C. area to stay with his step daughter. He 
passed away in September of 1970. 

None of us lead perfect lives or always adjust well to the 
twists and turns we face in life.  I want to leave you with 
the observation that the Wights made extraordinary   
contributions to Hinckley and Big Rock, and to hundreds 
of young musicians. You have experienced something 
that many will never experience; the honor of being part 
of something special, recognized for excellence and 
learning an art form at a very high level.  I encourage 
you to do something to remember Edna and R.B. Wight.  
More importantly, do something to pass along to future 
generations the ingredients for the successes that have 
been achieved and can endure throughout one’s life.    

(Continued from page 4) 

Former band students of R.B. Wight gather to celebrate his 
contributions to the band program.  Rollin Potter is third 

from the left in the front row.  Edna Wight 
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 A New Stadium for Baseball 
 
Baseball has been a form of entertainment and sport in America for over 150 years.  The first professional base-
ball team formed in 1869 and local residents not only liked to watch baseball but play the game.  Hinckley had a 
town team called the Colts in the 1800s and Hinckley and Big Rock baseball clubs were active from 1900 to 1930 
when they disbanded during the depression. 

 At the groundbreaking for the new high school baseball stadium, the Hinck-
ley Historical Society presented the Hinckley-Big Rock School District with a 
commemorative picture of the 1903 Hinckley Baseball Club.  It recognizes 

the community’s long-standing interest in baseball.   
 
The Hinckley teams were very competitive and gained a            
reputation across the state.  A baseball park was built on John 
Clark’s land which today is behind the elementary school.  So 
many people followed the team that a large amphitheater was built 
for them to watch the game. Unfortunately it was destroyed in 
1913 by strong winds and hail. 
 
The high school baseball teams were equally successful and were 
Little 10 Conference champs in 1924, 25 and 26.  There were 
teams for all ages.  Historic records are sketchy but we know the 

high school baseball team went undefeated in 1949 and was Little 10 champs in 1949 and 1950.  They were the 
Northern area champions in 1951 and 1952.  
  
When Hinckley and Big Rock Schools consolidated in 1957, the baseball teams continued to 
be very competitive.  The combined high schools abandoned their old names of Hawks and 
Panthers for the new name of Royals.  They won their first game with Somonauk 17-2.  Jerry 
Reingardt pitched the first game and went on to issue a no-hitter in 1960. The team took   
second in the conference in 1961.  George Hubert, Jr. also pitched a no-hitter in 1962.  His   
baseball shoes used during high school are now a part of the museum collection.  H-BR was 
Little 10 Champs again in 1967 and regional champs in 2008 and 2014. 
 
Big Rock created their own ball field in the 1920s west of town where Kenny Field is located today.  In 1965, 
Kenny Raymond, Roger Hatfield, and Bill Thurow, Jr. wanted to add lights to the field.  It became a memorial 
project in 1967 to honor Kenny Raymond who was killed in an auto accident that year. The community rallied to 
volunteer and make donations of all types so the park could open during the 1967 Big Rock Plowing Match.  
There was lighting, dugouts, refreshment stand and restrooms. 
 
Baseball was discontinued as a high school sport after soccer was introduced in 1970.  It would take 25 years   
before baseball was again added to the school sports program.  H-BR High School teams have used Kenny Field 
in Big Rock over the ensuring years. 

Community members and students gather for the “Ground Breaking” event in 2019 

(Continued on page 7) 
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The H-BR school board began discussing a new stadi-
um at the high school in 2018 that would reduce travel 
for students driving to practice in Big Rock,            
encourage more students and spectators to see      
sporting events, and provide a quality facility for           
participants.  The construction bid was awarded to 
Wilkinson Excavating in June 2019, with work to 
conclude by March 2020. 
 
The scope of the work included a fenced field with a 
complete warning track, covered dugouts with storage 
that are made of stone, a knee wall between the two 
dugouts made of the same stone, retractable netting    
between the dugouts that is about 40 feet high to    
protect the area surrounding the field, water irrigation 
behind the pitcher’s mound, concrete pads for   
bleachers, and a drainage system that will increase  
the playability of the field. 
 
The school district paid for the project from the      
Operations and Maintenance Funds without seeking a 
bank loan or issuing bonds.  A generous donation of 
$100,000 was used to pay for the engineering costs as 
well as materials associated with this project.  The 
original construction low-bid was reduced to 
$432,644 by the district providing some material and 
services.   
  
With the construction of a new 

ball field complete, and 2020 

pandemic restrictions partially 

lifted, the Royals played their 

first game in the new stadium on 

April 22, 2021.  It was surreal to 

have Jerry Reingardt again throw 

the first pitch and Roger Hatfield 

to again catch that pitch.             

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

      Jerry Reingardt pitches and Roger Hatfield catches again                         

 According to the school district, extra-curricular     
activities outside of the classroom are intended to   
enhance the students’ focus on personal development, 
skills in time management, team mentality, growth 
mindset, and ownership in the school.  The district 
follows the principle that activities outside of the 
classroom should be balanced with the students’      
academic responsibilities and considerations. 
 

The community continues to build upon its traditions 

of baseball as a pass-time entertainment, a competitive 

sport and personal             

development of our youth.   

A new stadium with its 

sounds of “play ball” and   

the crack of the bat are but 

the latest chapter in the      

local history.        

(Continued from page 6) 

Another Bracket Game of 100 County Objects 
During the pandemic last year, the DeKalb County History Center delayed the 
opening of their exhibit “History of DeKalb County in 100 Objects.”  Instead, they 
selected 16 objects and held a bracket contest on Facebook to pick the most popular 
object. The Hinckley Dairy Joy won! 

Now in preparation for the exhibit opening on September 25, DCHC is holding a 
second bracket game challenge.   Voting for the most popular object began on July 
20 and runs through September 7. Go to the DeKalb County History Center        
Facebook page to vote.  The winner of these 16 objects will go head-to-head 
against the Dairy Joy on September 7 for a grand winner.  Encourage friends to  
also vote! 
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Meet Two New Board Members 
At the Annual Meeting in June, two members were elected to the board of directors.  Join us in thanking them 
for their willingness and interest in bringing our mission to life. 

Sally Thomson is an educator who has taught 4th grade, worked with gifted students, served 
as a principal, and coordinated student teachers over her 43-year career.  She has also       
co-authored three books about gifted education.  Sally has volunteered at the Food Pantry 
over the past eight years and currently serves as its vice president.  She has been married to 
Jim for 30 years and lived in Hinckley for the past 20 years.  They have 4 children and 9 
grandchildren. Sally’s interests in history grew from her father’s “Stone Cottage Farm” in     
Augusta, IL, and a son who is an architect specializing in historic preservation.  She also 
has a relative who is considered the father of modern dentistry and a distant relative who 
was related to Mary Lincoln.  Sally wants to help preserve the stories about the             
community’s history and homes. 

Rebecca Nickels is a native of Hinckley who has always had an interest in history.  She graduated from HBR in 
1999, which is where she met her future husband, Toby.  While earning a BA Degree in 
history from Northern Illinois University she served several internships at the Ellwood 
House Museum, DeKalb.  Rebecca then earned an MA degree in museum studies from 
the Cooperstown Graduate Programs in Ohio where she served an internship at the   
Baseball Hall of Fame.  In 2006 Rebecca joined the staff at the Ellwood House Museum 
and soon became an expert in all things barbed wire and Percheron horses.  She served 
on the first HHS board of directors for a time until work and raising a family demanded 
all of her time.  Now that her children are a little older, she looks to share her time      
volunteering and the important work of preserving our history.  Rebecca and Toby have 
four children and enjoy living in the farmhouse built by her great grandparents in 1924. 

View Local Historical Maps 
A lot of people researching family histories seek out old county atlases of land ownership at various time periods. 
Our Hinckley museum has many of these maps.  However, the DeKalb County History Center has made an ex-
hibit on these maps entitled “Places and Spaces” that it is featuring until September 3.  The museum is located at 
1730 N Main St., Sycamore. 

The county atlas format originated on the East Coast but was modified by two 
brothers, Moses and Thomas Thompson of Dundee, IL, which came to be 
known as the western style of county mapping.  They produced county wall 
maps and later switched to cloth bound county atlases. Their process for de-
veloping a county atlas followed a set routine.  A small team of field surveyors 
would visit each county and make copies of the government land offices’ 
township plat maps. With this map base which included grid lines and natural 
features, the team then searched land and tax records to associate landowners’ 
names with the exact parcel of land they owned. 

At the same time, a sales force was sent out to all the towns in a county to se-
cure subscriptions.  This team included a sketch artist, biography interviewer 
and the portrait canvasser for those willing to pay a little extra to have their 
farmstead featured or personal biography included.  The maps showed wooded 
areas and orchards that would be important to potential land purchasers.  

The County History Center exhibit also includes silk and cloth maps manufac-
tured during World War II.  These maps were issued in case soldiers were shot 
down or trapped behind enemy lines.  The maps were light weight, could be 
easily folded, and were water proof.  Following the war, when there was still fabric rationing and shortages, the 
maps were used to make dresses, shirts and skirts.      

There are Atlases for 1871, 1892, 

1905, and 1929 
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developed several innovative management practices to keep the chickens laying over the winter and for a longer 
egg producing period than usual.  They didn’t have refrigeration in 
their home so they rented space in the refrigerated locker at the 
Neubauer Drug Store.  Getting an ice cream bar at Bastian’s Grocery 
Store was always an added treat when going to town. 

The Macks raised beef, hogs, dairy, sheep and chickens but Don was 
always interested in the garden and flowers his mother raised.  Fol-
lowing military service in the Korean War, Don went to Kishwaukee 
Community College to study horticulture in 1959.  He became a 
charter member of the DeKalb Garden Club and enjoyed conversa-
tions with Jessie Glidden, renown for her flowers.  Don welcomed 
visitors to his many “garden walks” to see the variety and color of his flower garden.  Plants were all named 
with their common and scientific names. 

He entered flowers and flower arrangements in many contests and displays over the years including at the 
Hinckley Homecoming, Sandwich Fair, Ellwood House 
and DeKalb Garden Club.  He didn’t always win but 
raised such beautiful gladiolas that he could sell them by 
the stalk.  Don regularly provided arrangements for      
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ and chaired their    
centennial anniversary in 1986.  He also decorated the 
downstairs of his house with 
all types of Christmas         
decorations, wreaths and dried 
flower arrangements.   

Don has enjoyed talking about 
flowers and gardening whether 
it was to the 4-H Club, Garden 
Club, or Women’s Guild, and 

he presented many slide shows about the Illinois Prairies and international flower 
shows.  

While he isn’t able to do all the flower garden planting and weeding these days, Don 
still likes to ride on the lawn mower, admire the flowers and reach over now and then 
to pull a few weeds.  And he still likes to talk about flowers and share the beauty of  
his gardens.      

(Continued from page 10)  Don Mack: Known for His Flowers 

Don with Carter Holiday, 
great grandson of           

brother Imas   

Board Members: 

President - Bob Pritchard 

Vice Pres. – Jeff Wielert 

Secretary – Jennifer Klambauer 

Treasurer - Pat Bastian 

At Large Members –Cathy Bartels, Rebecca Nickels,  
Sally Thomson, and Ardith Trumpy 

Newsletter published by Bob and Mary Pritchard 

 
Events: 

 Board meetings are at the museum on the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month at 4 p.m.  

 The museum is open on Saturdays from 10-3 
or by appointment by calling 815-761-4058 

 Follow us on Facebook for comments, pictures 
and events.   
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145 East Lincoln Ave., Hinckley, IL 60520 

Open Saturdays: 10 a.m.—3 p.m. 

Email: HinckleyHistoricalSociety@gmail.com  

Follow us on Facebook 

Visit:  www.Hinckleyhistoricalsociety.com 

 
Don Mack: Known for His Flowers 

One of the oldest farmers in Pierce Township still loves to grow things at age 93.  Don Mack no longer oper-
ates the farm on Mack Road but he still grows flowers and has built a name for having beautiful gardens and 
flower arrangements. 

Born on May 30, 1928, Don was the fifth of six children to 
Selma (Mollie) and Harvey Mack. He was born into farm-
ing families with roots in Germany.  Don’s grandfather was 
August Kaus who farmed along McGirr Road.  His other 
grandfather Charles Mack farmed along Perry Road.   

Don’s family started farming on the Kaus farm.  His father 
died when Don was 11, so he helped his mother and brother 
Harley keep the farm going.  Don decided to attend high 
school in DeKalb rather than Hinckley where Harley and 
his sisters had graduated.  He drove his sister’s Ford to 
school each day and picked up a few other students along 
the way.  While 2021 has turned into a dry spring, Don re-
members the early 1930s which were real back-to-back drought years.  Then chinch bugs invaded in 1933 
and ate all of their crops. 

Selma raised over 400 chickens to provide eggs for the family and to sell as a business.  Don says she         

(Continued on page 9) 

 Marjorie Bastian turns 100 on July 23. 

Send greetings to her at:  

9784 Pritchard Road, Hinckley, IL 60520 


