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Getting to Know Our Fire Department
In an emergency, people expect someone at the fire
department or emergency service to respond quickly
to the call. So far they have but in rural areas many
worry if that will continue. Most rural fire districts
rely upon volunteers to answer the emergency calls
and recruiting volunteers keeps getting harder. The
Hinckley Fire Protection District (HFPD) is no
different and currently has a roster of 31 individuals
to cover the needs in 64 square miles including all of
Squaw Grove Township, the southern half of Pierce
Township and the Village of Hinckley.
According to Hinckley
Chief Jay VanLanduyt,
people seem busier,
supporting children’s
activities takes more
time, and there is less of
a culture for
volunteering today.
Combined with all that,

the training required by state law and certifications
keep increasing and take more of a volunteer’s time.
HFPD participates in the Mutual Aid Box Alarm
System (MABAS) with other fire departments in
Illinois to be certain the right number of equipment
and staff respond to an emergency. Each department
is assigned an area of the state to assist and the
Hinckley Department mainly responds to calls in
DeKalb County.
The HFPD is
separate from
the Village of
Hinckley and is
governed by a
Board of
Trustees.
Members are
Charlie Harris,
Bruce Thorp, and Perry Jungles.

(continued on page 2)

Innovation is a State of Mind
Another Pierce Township Innovator has been selected the late 1930s. The family spread bi-product from the
by the DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage Association Del Monte plant in DeKalb on their farm to improve
as their Innovator of the Year.
the soil. They diversified their farm
Whiskey Acres Distilling Company
operation by also selling seed corn
and owners Jim and Sue Walter,
and crop insurance all with the goal
and Kristen and Jamie Walter were
of doing more with less.
honored on August 31, 2021 at the
Walter said the family came to the
10th annual meeting of DAAHA.
conclusion that they needed to add
The Hintzsche family, originally
value to the corn they raised. When
from Pierce Township, and the
a new state law was passed that
business entities they established
allowed farm-based distilleries, the
over 53 years were recognized as
Walter family in partnership with
the 2020 Innovators of the Year.
Nick Nagele, decided to turn corn into spirits and
In accepting the award, Jamie Walter, president of
started their own certified farm distillery in 2014.
Whiskey Acres, said his family has had a culture of
Theirs was the 2nd farm distillery in the U.S. to grow
trying new things and being early adopters. His
the products they turned into spirits.
grandfather had one of the first tractors in the area in
(continued on page 3)
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Training requirements are another rapidly changing
situation for the department according to the Chief. He
The Trustees are appointed by the DeKalb County
says the State Fire Marshall requires a minimum of 300
Board from each area of the district for a three-year
hours of training for basic fire operation and hundreds
term. They oversee all aspects of the department.
more for special
One of the responsibilities of the Trustees is to provide skills, Emergency
adequate equipment, vehicles and space for personnel. Medical Technician
(EMT) training and
Following a lightning strike and fire at the old station
paramedic
on May Street, the Trustees decided to build a new
building which was dedicated in 2005. The new station certification.
houses all of the equipment and provides space for
Two of the
training, bunk rooms for on-duty personnel,
communications center and meetings. The HFPD has 9 department’s vehicles
are advanced life
vehicles, 5 of which are more than 24 years old.
support ambulances
which handle about
70 percent of the emergency calls. Since 1990, the
Chief recalls only four major local fire events. “There
was the Chicagoland Skydiving plane crash in 1992,
the Brown Pub in 1993, the Fire Station in 2002 and the
burning of a downtown building in 2005.”
(Fire, continued from page 1)

The cost to replace a vehicle has skyrocketed according
to Chief VanLanduyt. “A new fire engine that cost
$140,000 in 1995 now costs well over $500,000” he
said. “And a new ambulance costs about $200,000.”

VanLanduyt, who has been a member of the Hinckley
Department for 30 years, enjoys the opportunity to help
people in emergencies. “This is a service that not
everyone can do but is essential to the life and safety of
our community.” He invites others to consider
becoming a volunteer and learning the skills to be of
assistance in time of need.

Members of the Hinckley Fire Department
Jay VanLanduyt - chief
Steve Devereaux - assistant chief
Ben Williams - EMS coordinator
Lieutenants
Steve Navalany
Gary Michels
Rachel Navalany
Andy VanLanduyt
Other Volunteers
Alexus Cox - Cadet
Matt Davis - Firefighter/EMT
Andre Dawson - Firefighter/EMT
Emily Friedrich - Firefighter/EMT
Clare Giblin - Paramedic
Bryan Gorsky - Cadet
Greg Grdina - Paramedic
Alyssa Jacobson - Firefighter/EMT
Nick Marquardt - Firefighter/EMT
Levi Marquardt - Cadet
Noah McQueen - Firefighter
Lindsey Moser - Firefighter/Paramedic
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Kyle Murray - Firefighter/Paramedic
Dawn Osborne - Paramedic
Michael Rivera - Firefighter/EMT
Tom Rodriguez - Firefighter/EMT
Dan Roop - Firefighter/EMT
Chase Ryburn - Firefighter
Peter Saucedo - Firefighter/EMT
Chris Sherdan - Firefighter/EMT
Kelsey Spencer - Firefighter/Paramedic
Joe Seiger - Paramedic
Shawn Stark - Firefighter
Kim Treme - Firefighter/Paramedic

(Innovation, continued from page 1)

The distillery known as Whiskey Acres received lots of
local support and interest. With sales growing at the
rate of 35 percent, it became a tourist destination. The
company was ready to expand its market into Nebraska
when
COVID-19
hit in 2020
and their
spirits
market
diminished.

specific types of bourbon they distilled. Jamie said they
began growing heirloom varieties so they could control
the genetics from year-to-year. Whiskey Acres developed flavor profiles from the different varieties and
started growing their own parent seed stock and cross
breeding.
The Whiskey Acres distillation process uses a lot of
water that needs to be filtered and chilled. Walter said
their high energy bill led them to consider solar production. They installed solar panels for their energy needs.

As the Walter family looks to the future, they continue
adjusting their production strategies. Jamie says about
ten percent of their corn production goes into the
Walter said production of spirits and 90 percent for commercial use.
In the U.S. about 40 percent of the commercial corn
this was
market is turned into ethanol fuel. Walter feels that as
another
electric vehicles become more prevalent, demand for
opportunity to innovate and switch directions. The
country had a shortage of hand sanitizers which is made ethanol fuel will diminish. Then the country will be
with a high concentration of alcohol. Working with the flush with corn again like before the ethanol boon.
spirits industry and the U.S. Food and Drug Administra- This belief has led the family to re-evaluate what they
tion (FDA), Whiskey Acres was able to get an exempproduce; not just corn, but energy. They feel farmers
tion to make hand sanitizer but then had to line up all
can help produce the electricity that vehicles will need.
the containers and freight to get them delivered. They
Jamie said DeKalb County is close to the metropolitan
turned out 150 gallons of sanitizer in the first week of
market and next to the
operation which they donated to local first responders.
electric grid to carry that
Despite the FDA reversing its decision to allow the
electricity to market.
manufacture of hand sanitizer and then reversing it
Walter concluded that
again, Whiskey Acres turned out 1,000 gallons in the
second week and then 1,000 gallons per day by the third innovation is really about
week. With such a production, Walters feels they were your thought process; are you
willing to try something
able to discourage sanitizer price gouging to some
extent for the benefit of consumers. He added that their new—be creative. Not every
idea will work so you have to
biggest customer was the U.S. Secret Service.
also be prepared to accept
As demand for hand sanitizers diminished, Whiskey
some failure. The Walter families use their business
Acres shifted attention back to making bourbon. Since meeting time to look ahead, study the trends and
DeKalb County is known for corn breeding, the compa- anticipate the changes that are coming. Jamie concludny knew that corn breeders used genetics to change the ed that innovation requires that you also have to be able
characteristics of corn. Whiskey Acres started looking to handle the discomfort of being different.
at different corn varieties to control the flavor for

Mosaic Mural Creation Unveiled

The mural project on the South Moon building will be formally unveiled on
October 23 during the Hinckley Arts Festival. The mural, designed by mosaic
mural artist Danielle Casali, actually features many individual scenes from the
history of Hinckley. The mosaic art pieces were created under the leadership of
Ardith Trumpy, Catherine Bartels, Jennifer Klambauer and Karen Yaggie with
the help of many volunteers including HBR students.
The project was funded as a part of the Harvesting Our Future grant from the
DeKalb County Community Foundation. The Hinckley Festival Association is
sponsoring the Arts Festival that will feature juried artists and crafters, demonstrations, community art project, live music, local food & spirits, HBR student
art, and the mural unveiling. The outdoor market on Maple Street will run from 3 to 6 p.m.
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Agriflite West Lands in Pierce Township
Kevin Marshall combines two passions: farming and flying planes. He’s a
fifth-generation farmer in DeKalb County but in 2000 he expanded that
passion to also learn to fly. By 2002, he became a certified aerial applicator
and in 2007 started Agriflite West with his wife Colleen to apply pesticides
using a yellow “air tractor.” They moved their operation from Big Rock
earlier this year and fixed up their farm house on Harter Road. They are also
expanding the grain operation there and building a grass landing strip.
Colleen was living in California and happened to be visiting a relative in
Hinckley when she met Kevin at the Brown Pub. A long-distance romance
resulted in the foundation for a successful partnership. Their farming and
aerial application businesses continue to grow.
Just as today’s farming is high tech, so is aerial application which relies on
GPS mapping, precision equipment and lots of planning. The applications
only use 2 gallons of water and less than 8 ounces of pesticide per acre. The
work is regulated by five different government agencies.
Kevin says about 85 percent of his aerial applications of insecticides and
fungicides for corn and soybeans occur during a three-week-window in July and August. He’s able to apply over
70,000 acres during the season only with the coordination of Colleen
and his ground crew who supply the water and pesticide. Agriflite
uses 9 airports and landing strips to minimize the travel time to the
target fields and reduce the cost of application for the farmer.
Colleen handles the orders, makes certain the pesticides are in the
right refueling location and sends maps and instructions electronically to Kevin and his crew. As for results, Kevin says some customers
report 20 or more extra bushels per acre with his timely insecticide
and/or fungicide applications.

Illinois Humanities Recognizes our Work

We are excited to announce that the Historical Society has been selected for a $5,000 grant from Illinois Humanities to continue the work and mission of HHS. The grant is funded in part by the Illinois National Endowment for
the Humanities and the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021.
Illinois Humanities, the Illinois affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities, is a statewide nonprofit organization that activates the humanities through free
public programs, grants, and educational opportunities. Illinois Humanities seeks to
foster reflection, spark conversation, build community, and strengthen civic engagement. HHS was selected because its mission pursues all of these objectives.

Dairy Joy Repeats Win
For the second year in-a-row the Hinckley Dairy Joy has won the bracket game for the
most popular object in DeKalb County! The on-line contest was conducted by the
DeKalb County History Center in preparation for their exhibit of The History of
DeKalb County in 100 Objects. The exhibit opens October 2 at the County History
Center, 1730 North Main Street, Sycamore. The Dairy Joy won the contest last year
and then went head-to-head against the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Mural this year.
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Church Services Continue in Pierce Township
The following story was written by Jeanette Wampach, a member of Grace Fellowship Church,
and Bob Pritchard who grew up as a member of the Pierce EUB and later United Methodist Church.

With the exception of one or two grain elevators,
churches were the place for residents to meet and
socialize in the early years of Pierce Township. The
German Evangelicals began gathering in 1849 soon
after the first settlers arrived. They met in the school
and then in 1856 built one of the first churches in the
County. Meanwhile a group of German Lutherans
began meeting in the western side of the township
around 1865. They didn’t build a church building until
1872 which was at the corner of McGirr and Somonauk
Roads and known as St. Peter’s German Evangelical
Church.

Kaneville Community Center gymnasium. At one of
their services, Dale Cutsinger, a member of the Pierce
United Methodist Church who lived in Kaneville, came
to say the Pierce Church property would soon be
offered for sale. Grace Fellowship (GF), as they were
known, was not ready to consider a permanent facility.

When St. Peters closed its
doors in 1911, members
attended the Immanual
Lutheran Church or St.
Paul’s United Church of
Christ in Hinckley. The
Pierce Evangelicals
joined with the United
Brethern faith (EUB) in
the late 1940s and then merged with the Methodists in
1968 (United Methodists). Their 1891 church is
pictured.

After much prayer and open discussion, Grace Fellowship of Kaneville decided in December 2004 to begin
renting and meeting in the Pierce church building. Now
that he had a tenant, Cerny pressed Grace Fellowship to
buy the property which it did on February 10, 2006. A
mortgage was secured and in 2017 an anonymous
individual paid off the remaining payments! The
congregation was very grateful and praised God to be
debt free!

The Pierce church property went to auction in September of 2004, but no buyer came forward. James Cerny,
a member of the First Baptist Church in Geneva bought
the property a short time later as an investment. Upon
reflection, he believed the building should be used as a
church and offered to rent it to Grace Fellowship.

Bell Returns Home

When the Pierce Immanuel Evangelical Society built its
building in 1891, the contractor--Adolphus G. Smith—
A fire consumed the EUB church in 1967 but the
joined with two members of the church--Samuel D.
congregation was undeterred and constructed the
current brick building on Owens Road so services could Gerlach and William
A. Buerer--in purchascontinued as the Pierce Community United Methodist
Church. However, over the years attendance dwindled ing and a large bell.
Their names were
and the congregation in 2003 also closed their doors
and joined with the Cortland United Methodist Church. engraved on the bell.
When the church
caught fire in 1967, the
bell survived although
tarnished, and was kept
at the home of Dale
Cutsinger.

However, the story of a church in Pierce doesn’t end
there.
Grace Fellowship Forms

A group of families from the Kaneville area began
meeting in homes for Bible study in the year 2000.
Their numbers grew so that by 2002 they met in the

One hundred twenty
years following its first
arrival via horse and
wagon, this old bell
once again made its
way to its church home
in October. However,
volunteers had not considered the weight of the bell or
how to move it from the truck to the bell stand. The
(continued on page 6)
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(Pierce, continued from page 5)

volunteers said they pondered and prayed, and then what to their wondering eyes would appear but a crane
truck that just “happened” to be travelling down the remote gravel road. The driver graciously agreed to help
and made quick work of safely setting the bell back to its stand, where once again it rings out across the fields,
calling all to worship.
Church Life Amidst a Pandemic
In the spring of 2020, the Covid-19 pandemic forced in-person services to be curtailed and worship services,
meetings and Bible study to be held electronically. This snapshot of the birth and life of Grace Fellowship
Church in Pierce Township overlooks many special times, events, relationships and memories. The church
members believe that although they are amid very challenging times, the many evidences of God’s goodness
and faithfulness that they have experienced over these twenty years give hope for the future. They are excited
to see how God will use this fellowship of believers in years to come!
“Rooster Church” Artifacts Added to our Collections
There used to be a church at the corner of McGirr and Somonauk Roads that served the
German families in Pierce Township from 1872 until 1911. The Wayne Nehring estate
recently shared some artifacts from St. Peter’s German Evangelical Church, also known as
the Rooster Church because of a weather vane on the nearby country school where church
members first met. The church eventually closed its doors, sold the building and united
with St Paul’s United Church of Christ in 1911.
Come to the museum to see the baptismal font made of beautiful wood and metal
communion cups that are more than 110 years old.
Help us Plan to Expand the Museum
When the Historical Society opened its museum in the old Post Office on Lincoln Avenue in 2010, there was
always the vision of expanding it into the Hinckley Review Newspaper offices next door. The HHS Board
feels the time is right to seriously start planning for that expansion and invites the community’s input. Drop us
a note or stop by the museum on Saturdays to hear what we are planning and to share your ideas about how to
arrange the space.
Watch for our Programming in 2022
The HHS Board of Directors is planning a number of exciting programs for next year. Several IL Humanities Road Scholars have been invited to play the fiddle and share some Heirloom recipes; another program
will share our research on grand houses and businesses in Hinckley over the years; then we plan to bring a
brass band to Hinckley as we unveil a historic marker in the park.
If you are interested in such programming or would like to help preserve and understand the history of our
community, we invite you to join the HHS and volunteer to help research, programming and preservation
of artifacts. Volunteers can assist when they want and for as much time as they want to share.

The museum at 145 E. Lincoln Avenue is open Saturdays: 10 a.m.-3 p.m. or
by appointment (call Bob 815-761-4058)
Website: HinckleyHistoricalSociety.com
Email: HinckleyHistoricalSociety@gmail.com
Board Members: Cathy Bartels, Pat Bastian, Jennifer Klambauer, Rebecca
Nickels, Bob Pritchard, Sally Thomson, Ardith Trumpy, and Jeff Wielert
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Open House for Coach
By Jennifer Klambauer

On July 17, 2021, a group of former Hinckley-Big Rock Elementary students hosted an Open House to honor their former teacher, coach, neighbor and friend--John Mason--on
his 80th birthday. Over 100 people attended the event in the
Community Building from towns stretching from Aurora
and Dwight to Ohio-IL, and his hometown of Morrison.
Pictured with John (from left) are party organizers Maggie
Farbisz, Patti Southern, Jennifer Klambauer, and Nancy
Harmes.
John began his
teaching career
at Hinckley in
1964, where he was also the basketball coach for the 5th, 6th, 7th,
and 8th grade teams. He taught history, government, the constitution, and language arts but his real love was coaching. He was
named the Junior High School Coach of the Year in 1974 and was
inducted into the Illinois Basketball Coaches’ Association Hall
of Fame in 2011. John’s teams
won 850 games over 56 years.
HBR held a John Mason Night in
2014 where the students held
masks of the beloved coach.
Last year, right before the Pandemic started, John was diagnosed with stage
IV pancreatic and liver cancer. Since that time, he has fought the disease
valiantly and has received test results showing the tumors are decreasing in
size. His optimism comes from years of practice – as he has been a Cubs fan
his whole life!!!

Congratulations also go out to the 2009 and 2010 HBR Girls 1-A State
Basketball Champion Teams who were inducted into the Illinois
Basketball Hall of Fame in August.

Lions Club Helps Maintain Memorial
The Hinckley Lions Club has donated $1,000 for the American Legion
Wade Post 598 Community Veterans Memorial Brick Walk. The gift is
part of a pledge of $3,000 over five years to maintain the walk. Presenting
the check is Hinckley Lions Club and HHS charter member Jerry Bahl
(left) and Paul Noll representing the American Legion Post.
The Brick Walk was dedicated earlier this year as part of the American
Legion Post 598 Veterans Memorial dedicated in 2012. More names will be engraved on bricks as the Legion
Post receives donations. Contact Paul Noll (815-286-7131) for more information.
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145 E. Lincoln Ave., Hinckley, IL 60520
Events:
Board meetings are at the museum
on the second Tuesday of the
month at 4 p.m.
The museum is open Saturdays from
10-3 or by appointment by
calling Bob (815-761-4058).
Follow us on Facebook for
comments, pictures and events.
The Exhibit of DeKalb County in 100
objects opens October 2 at the
DeKalb County History Center in
Sycamore.
Visit our booth at the Arts Festival on
Maple Street October 23.

Purchases on Amazon Smile Help HHS
If you shop on Amazon.com, make your purchases on smile.amazon.com so a portion of the
purchase price can support the Historical Society. At smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the same
prices, selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that
Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to HHS. Most items are included in this
program. Amazon will donate a small percent of qualifying purchases to HHS through an
electronic transfer of funds to our checking account each quarter.
To participate, visit www.smile.amazon.com and sign up for a smile account and select Hinckley
Historical Society from the list of charities. The HHS will show on the
Amazon Smile sign-in page as your charity. When you make your
purchase, the Hinckley Historical Society will receive a donation. Periodically you will be notified of the dollar amount of the donations.
Thank you for helping the Historical Society at no added cost to you.
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