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Food Pantry Meets Basic Needs
While it may seem like food insecurity is a recent
issue, the Hinckley Junior Woman’s Club saw a need
decades ago. In a holiday spirit the women would
provide Christmas dinner for families and the church
pastors would distribute
the meals to the homes
of those they knew were
in need. However the
issue of hunger and food
insecurity by 1992 was
much deeper than could
be solved with just
providing one meal a
year even in a seemingly
prosperous rural community like Hinckley.
Kim Franzen had kids in school and was one of the
local Boy Scout leaders. She observed that some
kids were always hungry and how the lack of a
proper diet affected their activities and learning.

Kim discussed her concerns with three friends who
were members of the St. Paul’s United Church of
Christ. Vicki Langer and Nan Long were also
Hinckley Junior Woman's Club members and had
been helping community
families for several years.
Nan shared the concerns
with Pastor Kate Feeney
Bastian, the minister at St.
Paul's. She was totally on
board when discussions
started.
After some research they
were startled to find that
one in five children in
Northern Illinois were at
risk of hunger. The group visited other communities
that had food pantries then decided to form a local
food pantry. They wanted to include neighboring

(continued on page 2)

New Ag Building; A Community Affair
By Martha Blum
Reprinted with permission from Illinois AgriNews

Agricultural education opportunities will be exfunded,” said Nan Long, president of the HBR
panding for Hinckley-Big Rock students with the FFA Alumni that includes about 25 members.
addition of an Ag Education Building near the
high school. “This building has been in the works
for five-plus years,” said Tracey Sanderson, HBR
agricultural teacher and FFA advisor for the
chapter that includes about 100 members.
“There was an old building here and the roof blew
off so we got a few initial donations and got the
ball rolling for this new building,” said Eric
Wackerlin, treasurer of the Hinckley-Big Rock
FFA Alumni and one of the project foremen.
Construction of the education building started
“Pioneer and Resource Bank were the first two
during the summer. “The shell was built in four
substantial donors,” Wackerlin stated. “Then we
weeks with all volunteer labor and all community
(continued on page 4)
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communities so they opened the pantry doors in June
1993 as the Hinckley Area Food Pantry, a 501c3
non-profit organization. Long says “St, Paul’s
provided space in the church, then we used every
resource we could find. Karl Klambauer worked for a
company that had a bunch of extra shelves and Pastor
Don Balgeman at the Immanuel Lutheran Church
secured more shelves, a card table and chairs. That's
what we started with.” When Franzen died a few years
later, the group decided to dedicate the pantry to her
memory and vision.

Nan Long is the only member of the founding group
still involved and she decided to retire as the operating
manager in 2021. “We have come a long way in our 27
years,” she recalls. “We have survived burst water
pipes that destroyed nearly everything in our inventory.
We carried the freezers up two flights of stairs to save
them, after a second flood, but an unrecognized
electrical failure destroyed them along with the
contents.” Connie Carls-Ott volunteered to clean up
the very stinky mess and the Hinckley Lions Club
offered to replace the freezers. The pantry currently
has one commercial freezer, three residential upright
freezers, and a residential refrigerator/freezer. It also
regularly utilizes the church's refrigerators for food
deliveries on Fridays before distributions on Saturdays.
During COVID-19, to accommodate the need for extra
food, the pantry has partnered with the school district
to utilize some refrigeration they have made available
as well.

pantry usually relies on seven volunteers who work
about two hours during distribution Saturdays.
Because of the pandemic restrictions, up to 10
volunteers are needed to do extra work and keep social
distancing. Volunteers range in age from 8 to 80 who
help when they have time. They are members of the
Scouts, 4-H, FFA, school groups, other churches,
community organizations or just interested citizens.
Volunteer opportunities include stocking shelves,
packing grocery bags, sorting donations, picking up
donations, helping with monthly distributions, and
attending meetings on behalf of the pantry to keep the
board informed.
What is Offered Clients
The pantry’s main concern is food, but it also is able to
provide diapers, personal care products, paper goods,
and cleaning products. Long adds. “We have two
specific lists of groceries; certain items go out on the
first Saturday and other items are included on the Third
Saturday of each month.” The pantry also has a
voucher program that provides the opportunity for
clients to purchase fresh produce, milk, eggs, cheese,
bread, butter and yogurt at the Hinckley Fresh Market.
These items are not always readily available to us
through the Northern Illinois Food Bank (NIFB).

Long remembers as the pantry rebuilt after the pipes
burst, they were offered an opportunity to double their
space at the church. During this time, volunteers didn’t
miss a beat, working to provide for clients. She said
“We have amazing volunteers!”
Volunteers
When the pantry started, area ministers delivered the
food to clients. As trust grew that the pantry volunteers
Once a year the pantry accepts gently used and new
would respect and guard the privacy of the clients, the
items
from the community to provide a Holiday
pantry transitioned to client pick up at the church. The

(continued on page 3)
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eight dollars worth of food for every dollar spent. Then
there are DeKalb County Food Drops from NIFB where
free food is available at a
designated drop site on the first
and third Mondays each month.
The amount of food donated to the
NIFB has declined during the
In 2018 the pantry introduced a Food for Kids program pandemic. “Where there used to
that offers food for students over weekends. It provides be 13 pages of food items from
backpacks of food items for elementary students of
which to order, now there are only
underserved families on Fridays and returned Mondays 6 to 8 pages,” according to Long.
for reuse. Food bags are discretely made available to
Therefore to fill its needs each
junior hi and high school students who are more afraid month, the pantry has had to buy
of being identified by their peers as being food insecure. items at retail prices and rely more on partnerships with
local organizations like the Big Rock Library that
“Then we recognized that children were coming to
provides Birthday Baskets, the HBR Cub Scouts who
school hungry and would learn better if their stomachs sponsored an Annual Turkey Drop and the Hinckley
were not growling,” continued Long. “We started a
Fresh Market. Friends of the Hinckley Public Library
program throughout the H-BR School District of
sponsor a Giving Tree which provides Christmas gifts
making food available on school mornings.” The
for clients.
pantry wanted to make sure these same families who
needed assistance got food over the summer. It
Long also noted that the pantry works with the DeKalb
provided opportunities for families to pick up food bags County Food Security Council where it can network
to assist with lunch time for kids.
with other pantries and organizations to gather
information about government programs to share with
clients.
(Food Pantry—continued from page 2)

shopping room for clients. It is set up like a general
store and all items are free to clients to shop for their
families and their homes. Unfortunately, this program
had to be cancelled in 2020 due to safety concerns about
the pandemic.

How to get Involved
Those looking for help with food insecurity simply stop
by the pantry at 324 W. McKinley Ave. on the first or
third Saturdays of the month between 8 and 9 a.m.
Bring a photo ID and two forms of identification
showing proof of residency in either Big Rock,
Hinckley, Maple Park or Waterman.

Sources of Food and More
Long said “We are very fortunate to live in an area that
very clearly supports our motto of neighbors helping
neighbors.” The pantry operates completely on
donations of food, clothing and money. Last year the
pantry’s expenses totaled $33,500 not including the cost
of electricity that the St. Paul’s Church provides. Long
reports various groups conduct food drives, coat drives,
mitten trees and other fundraisers to help those in need.
“These opportunities provide great teaching opportunities for the youth that not everyone in our communities
has enough food or clothing readily available to them.”

Those interested in volunteering with the Hinckley Food
Pantry should contact (815) 286-7275 or email
hafp93@gmail.com. Volunteers will get an email from
the food pantry when there are jobs that need to be
completed. Financial donations can be sent to the
Hinckley Food Pantry, P.O. Box 463, Hinckley, Il
60520. Current officers for the Hinckley Area Food
Pantry are: President Todd Claxton, Vice President
Sally Thomson, Secretary Michelle Scheller, Treasurer
Pat Bastian, and Director of Operations Nan Long.

The board is looking for several people to succeed Long
in the various operations of the pantry Long said she
decided to retire after nearly 30 years and give others
the opportunity to lead the pantry. “This has been a
rewarding journey for me and my family,” she
reminisces. “It has truly been a labor of love, through all
the craziness, joy, laughter and tears. I have met some of
the most amazing people.” Long’s advice to those
The pantry participates in Northern Illinois Food Bank considering following her footsteps is to ”listen to your
(NIFB) programs for much of its food. It receives about heart and feel God’s nudge” as she did many years ago.
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(New Ag Building—continued from page 1)
received donations from Compeer, CHS-Elburn,
DeKane Equipment, the Hinckley Lions Club, a
grant from the DeKalb County Community
Foundation and a number of individuals.”
In addition to monetary donations, companies donated equipment and personnel to assist with the
development of the 50 by 80-foot building.
“O’Donnell Excavating did all the site work and the
final grading,” Wackerlin said. “And Condon
Construction from Sandwich sent a crew of three
guys to do the roof, which was huge.”

Long added “Guys were teaching the kids different
skills. It was amazing to see the kids jumping in to
help.”
“When kids learn to
serve as a student,
that continues as an
adult,” said Jenna
Halverson, FFA Alumni second vice president who also earned
her American FFA Degree, like Strand, as a
member of the HBR
FFA chapter.

Nan Long receives
a donation from
Hinckley Lions
President Travis
McGuire

“Most Saturdays there were 15 to 20 volunteers
working on the building which was quite amazing,”
Sanderson stressed. “To see them work was very
humbling since some of them have kids in school
but most are involved in agriculture or they are
tradesmen.”
“We had such a diverse group of
people helping and
some of them had
no ties to Hinckley,”
said Bob Strand,
vice president of the
HBR FFA Alumni
and one of the foremen of the construction.
FFA students
worked together
with the adult volunteers. “We helped as much as
Looking over the blueprints, clockwise from left, Bob Strand,
possible and it definitely was a lot of learning,” said
Nan Long, Donna Kimpan, Jenna Halverson and
Maddie Noble, a senior at HBR and president of the
Eric Wackerlin.
FFA chapter. “We were doing stuff on the ground
and going up on the lifts to help install the sheets of “This building is going to be an extension of our ag
learning,” Noble said. “Seeing this building being
metal.”
constructed makes me so happy that our future
“There were a lot of friendships made as the adults students are going to have a more interactive
mentored the kids and explained how to use blue
experience and I think it is really going to help this
prints or what they were doing during construction,” school.”
stated Sanderson who has taught at HBR for seven
(continued on page 5)
years. “It was job shadowing for the students.”
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gives us a place to provide these things to kids that
we haven’t had before.”

(New Ag Building—continued from page 4)

Anxiously awaiting completion of the new Ag Education
Building include (from left) Bryan Gorsky, George
Baumann, Ciera Woods, Bridget Wilkening, Maddie
Noble, Ashleigh Wackerlin and Kendall Hawbaker.

In September, the FFA Alumni held their Second
Annual Progressive Golf fundraiser. “We raised
over $12,000 for the building in the middle of a
pandemic,” Long reported. “That finished paying
for Phase 1 of the project.” The FFA Alumni plan
two additional phases to the project. Phase 2 will
involve installing electricity and a heated concrete
floor, framing of a divider wall for a classroom and
storage loft, plumbing for bathrooms and sales
area. Long reported that a $20,000 donation from
the Kane County Farm Bureau Foundation gave a
great start for this phase. “They made a great
investment in agriculture education.”
Phase 3 involves purchasing equipment for
processing, the classroom and the orchard
production. Volunteers are invited to assist with
the remaining phases, just contact Bob Strand
(815)739-3508 or Eric Wackerlin (815)739-8794.
“A lot of kids don’t get exposed to equipment or
animals so this will give us space where we can pen
an animal, or bring in a tradesman like an
electrician with his service truck or a piece of farm
equipment,” Sanderson explained. “This building

The goal of the HBR FFA Alumni is to have the
building completed by the start of the 2021-22
school year. “Working parallel with the alumni is
nice, you don’t see that in all communities,” the
FFA adviser stressed. “The mutual respect across
the board is very unique. This building is for the
kids and no one is here for their own interest and
that’s why the community bought in on it so
quickly.”
“Part of my attitude with what we do is Tracey, we
are so blessed to have her as the ag teacher,” Strand
stated. “Her support and the support of the school
board and our superintendent are really
important.” “HBR is lucky because Gary
Blankenship left behind a legacy of people who
now come back to volunteer,” Halverson stated.
“These two instructors have made an impact on
generations in this community.”

Donations for the Ag Education Building can be
sent to the HBR FFA Alumni Association at P.O.
Box 814, Hinckley, IL 60520. The group is also
selling bricks for the walk way under the porch of
the building. Dave Maroo said “We are selling
engraved bricks in 3 sizes! Pick the size and how it
will be engraved.” Orders can be placed at:
https://polarengraving.com/hbrffaalumni

The following people have been ag teachers and FFA advisors:
Hinckley High School

Big Rock High School

Hinckley-Big Rock High School

Harold Miller, 1925-1931

Leslie Hoopes, 1925-1931

Les Saddoris, 1958-1972

Ludwig Watne, 1931-1935

H.D. Sargent, 1931-1933

Curtis Burkett, 1972-1977

Dale Phillips, 1935-1941

H.E. Raplus, 1933-1936

Bill Davey, 1977-1984

Frank Hansing, 1941-1943

Carroll Mummert, 1936-1943

Gary Blankenship, 1984-2013

Ludwig Watne, 1943-1944

Walter Peterson, 1943-1947

Tracey Sanderson, 2013-present

Les Saddoris, 1944-1958

Harry Engel, 1947-1952
Eugene Patchett, 1952-1955
Les Saddoris 1955-1958
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Our Latest, Greatest, School Playground
Drive by most schools and you’ll notice a playground
with usually swings, climbers, slides and overhead
bars. That’s because research has shown that students
learn better when they exercise. Child psychologists
and educators consider school playgrounds important
for a child’s social and cognitive development. More
time spent in recess correlates with improved physical
fitness, increased brain activity for learning, and better
behavior during class time.

HBR PTO decided it was time to replace the
playground for older elementary students.
Ashley researched types of equipment and met with
vendors. In 2015 she created a social media blog to
raise the community’s awareness and spoke to
whoever would listen.

“I organized a meeting of parents where 5 others
showed up,” she recalls. That was enough to form a
committee that would collectively lead fundraising
There are still members of the community who fondly efforts for four years. “We had countless pizza parrecall the playground equipment surrounding the 1890 ties, Facebook fundraising and community appeals.
school building. There were swings, slides, monkey One year we sponsored a fundraising competition
bars, maypole and teeter totters. Of course there was among the classes called pennies for the playground.”
a ball field used for baseball or kickball. When the
The class with the most collections won a pizza party.
grade school started its move to the west side of town As the 2019-2020 school-year approached, they had
in 1958, there was a need for new equipment.
only reached two-thirds of their fundraising goal.
Ashley was called upon to give a report to the Board
The Hinckley Elementary PTO led efforts to build a
of Education. “It was a meeting I will never forget,”
playground and fitness trail that stretched from the
she recalls. “The Board decided to contribute the
neighboring village park to the school grounds. The balance needed for the project; it was the icing on the
campaign in 1981-83 raised $16,000 for equipment
cake!"
and the HBR FFA chapter handled installation.
A generation later, in 2001, a group of parents again
organized efforts to build two updated playgrounds on
the school property; one suited for kindergarten and
first graders on the east side of the school building
and another for older elementary students on the west
side. Led by PTO officers Shelly Claxton, Cheryl
Korth, Donna Kimpan, and Joan Umano, the group
involved the community in not only raising the
funding but also the excavation and installation of
the equipment.
Time took its toll on the Hinckley-Big Rock Elementary School equipment. Eventually it became too
difficult and expensive to find and replace broken
pieces. Ashley Hughes, who is both a Hinckley-Big
Rock PTO parent at the school and the school's
secretary and library media specialist, was acutely
aware of the problem. With Ashley as the lead, the

However, that was only phase one; she then needed to
find volunteers to do the actual work of installing the
equipment utilizing guidance from the hired installer.
That’s when Kolt O’Donnell (HBR class of 2002) and
Darin Hane stepped in. "I honestly take a lot of pride
in our hometown community," said Kolt. "We help
each other whenever we need something."
Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, over 20 other
volunteers gathered for several weeks and weekends
to remove the old playground equipment, dig the
holes, pour the concrete and assemble the new playground. A local landscaping company—Schollmeyer
Landscaping—donated the mulch and ground supplies
once construction was completed.

(continued on page 7)
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(Playground—continued from page 6)

"To see a small town come together, donate money and their time is something that is just so amazing," Ashley said. "I can tell you that everybody helped." The dream was fulfilled in September 2020 and the kids
couldn’t wait!

Ashely Hughes; school employee, parent and dreamer

Meet the New Board Members
Two residents with deep roots in the community joined the HHS Board in September bringing the
composition to 9 members. Cathy Dienst Bartels and Ardith Nash Trumpy both grew up in Hinckley and
graduated from HBR in 1974. They parted ways with Cathy
attending Illinois State University and Ardith furthering her
education in Art at North Central College. While Ardith has
been a life-long resident, Cathy didn’t return to Hinckley
until 2019.
Cathy, the daughter of Norm and Marilyn Tuttle Dienst
started her career as a retail executive in Southern California
in 1981 and then spent the next 38 years moving with her
work all over the country. She worked for I. Magnin,
Macy’s, Bloomingdale’s, and Saks Fifth Avenue. After her
retirement, she relocated to the family farm in Hinckley with
her husband Frank. Cathy is interested in learning more
about local history and her families’ roots that go back to
Weilburg, Germany until 1840. She says “I look forward to
supporting the Hinckley Historical Society and helping
others learn about their histories and the history of our
wonderful village.”

Ardith Nash Trumpy and Cathy Dienst Bartels

Ardith Nash Trumpy, the daughter of John and Joyce Ann Hill Nash is a 4th generation Hinckley resident.
Her great grandfather James L. Stewart came here with his wife Gertrude and family from California to
farm the land on the southwest corner of Somonauk and Rt. 30 that was originally owned by DeKalb
County’s first settler John Sebree. Her paternal grandfather James Nash came here in 1903 and started the
J.A. Nash Co. Furniture & Funeral Home, which her father continued until 1985. “My mother’s parents,
Ed and Remond Hill, came from Kentucky to make their home in Hinckley,” Ardith said. Ed Hill was a
brick mason and built many of the brick homes in town. “I am happy to be part of the Historical Society;
love our town and look forward to continue to help its history be preserved for all future generations.”
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145 East Lincoln Ave., Hinckley, IL
Closed now due to the pandemic.
Contact Julie, our curator, 815-739-4721
HinckleyHistoricalSociety@gmail.com
Facebook: Hinckley Historical Society
Website: Hinckleyhistoricalsociety.com

In this issue:
Current stories about Hinckley
that will become a cherished
part of our history.

Time to renew your membership in the Hinckley Historical Society.
Memberships run from January to December, and we don’t want you to miss out on the next
member newsletter!

Simply complete this form, clip and mail with your payment to:
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P.O. Box 486, Hinckley, IL 60520
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