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Conversation with the First Woman Village President

“I didn’t want to leave Oak Park, where I grew up,
but Hinckley has become my home and it’s where I
will retire,” says Nancy Nelson. While she will con-
tinue to work at her son’s business for a few more
years, she is retiring as the first woman Village
President on April 30 after 8 years as Trustee and 4
years as President.

It was husband Ron Nelson, who grew up in the
country, and wanted to move his family out of the
city. “Our motorcycle group talked in glowing terms
about the area ‘out west,” so we started looking for a
new place to raise our young family,” recalls Nancy.
“We looked all over the area and when we found a
house that we liked, it would sell before we could
submit a bid.” Mary Wright, a local realtor and later
Village Trustee, helped the Nelsons find the perfect
home.

“My son Michael said he wanted a yellow house and
that is what Mary found for us at 149 Walnut Street,”
Nancy recalls. The family moved into the historic

house in 1988
even though it
needed “a little
work.” The house
had been built in
1874 and was the
prior home of the
Ken Myers’,

Dick Edmeiers,’
Earl DeWerff’s
and Bob Schulte’s
among many other
families.

149 Walnut Street

We didn’t know anyone else in town right away and |
felt lonely,” the President confesses. “When Santa
stopped by to visit my three boys that first December,
it was like the town threw its arms around us.” Larry
and Audre Hoffman who lived across the street
became their best of friends too.

(continued on page 2)

From Bastian Road

Many of the early families who came to Squaw Grove
Township had a profound impact upon the develop-
ment of Hinckley but none more so than the Bastian
family. Descendants would become merchants,
teachers, insurance agents, developers, church leaders,
elected officials, community leaders as well as
productive farmers. This is a brief account of a few of
them.

Bastian Homestead 1913

The story of the Bastian family and its influence upon
Hinckley began in Oswego, IL on October 11, 1855
when August Bastian married Louisa Thomas. The

(continued on page 4)



(Nelson, continued from page 1)

Hinckley has been a great place to raise our family said
Nancy. “The boys could play with friends in the
backyard instead of the allies and streets like where I
grew up.” “There were Fall Festivals on the
Community Building lawn and homecoming events in
the park for families to attend.” “It was this life style
and safe community that [ have wanted to perpetuate as
a village official,” the President reflects.

What is your background?

Nancy relates how she was raised in an Italian family
with 6 other brothers and sisters. “Being younger, I
learned to be tough.” One of her first jobs was working
in customer service for Venture retail store. Then she
worked at Resource Bank, the Village of Sugar Grove
and the accounting firm of Lauterbach and Amen
where she was the bookkeeper for three schools.” In
2004, Nancy joined a business in Hinckley as
bookkeeper and service call dispatcher.

The business at Lincoln and May was next to the
Subway Shop where Nancy stopped for coffee each
morning. The police chief, citizens and village
president often had coffee there to talk about village
business and politics. “They were the ones who got me
thinking about serving the residents of Hinckley on the
Village Board” Nancy recalls. When Dan Godhardt
was elected Village President in 2009 and he needed
someone to fill a board vacancy, Nancy was ready. .

What is it like serving as a village official?

Nancy says she enjoyed serving as Village Trustee and
wanted to find a way to give back to the community.
“There is a lot of activity going on in the town that
people don’t always see or appreciate,” she says.
“Board members typically got along together and
focused on the business of the town.” Public comments
and criticism are helpful, but it would be nice to hear
some compliments occasionally Nancy added. “Social
media has made it easy for people to complain rather
than come to the Village Hall or board meetings to find
the facts and have a discussion.”
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In the 2017 election, no one filed for Village President.
“I think the candidates should file and campaign to
explain to voters their qualifications and goals,” Nancy
stated. Since there was no filed candidate, however,
she submitted a “write-in” application so the voters
would have a say in who would serve. As it turned out,
Marcy Ramsey also filed as a write-in candidate so
voters not only had a say but also a choice.

Nelson won the election becoming the first woman
Village President in the 144 year history of the village.
She became the 30™ person to hold the title of President
or Acting President. Nelson noted that a lot of the
former Presidents were retired or had others to cover
for them so they could break away from their business
to do the President’s duties. “I didn’t have that
situation. I had to be at work. I’m sure that affected
how some people viewed my role as President.”

Like many women in leadership roles, Nelson had to
deal with stereotypes and chauvinism. “I had devel-
oped a lot of self-confidence growing up in our family
and in the jobs I held over the years,” she said.
“Dealing with all the social media comments and
misinformation is another thing. A lot of Trustees get
tired of that and resign.” The President wishes people
could be more civil while still voicing their questions
and comments.

Nancy Nelson, first woman Hinckley Village President

over the past four years Nelson has had to deal with
pandemic shut-downs, virtual meetings, expensive
village projects, and a number of trustee appointments.
“I am pleased that we were able to upgrade our sewer
and water treatment plant, prepare for the water tower
cleaning and repainting, and help businesses struggling
from the pandemic,” she said. “The Village closed the
Sycamore Street intersection with Lincoln Ave. so the
restaurants could have outside dining, and a sales tax
sharing program was recently announced.”

(continued on page 3)



(Nelson, continued from page 2)

What’s next?

Nelson looks forward to spending more time with her 12

grandchildren and of course continuing to work for a
few more years. She loves antiques and hopes to spend
more time going to shows, selling on-line, and visiting
with other collectors. Nelson opened her own antique
store at the corner of Sycamore and Lincoln Ave.
several years ago but as she said, “It wasn’t the right
time in my life to try that. I didn’t have enough time
with my elected office, job and family responsibilities.
“Maybe in the future.”

As for the village, she is very concerned that no one has
filled to succeed her as President and too few people
have filed for a Trustee position. “This is a critical time
for our village and we need more dedicated people
willing to guide us forward,” she admits. “There are
challenges—more businesses are needed, the downtown
buildings need some overhaul, and complying with our
building code is expensive. However, I continue to see

One of Nancy'’s favorite sunrise pictures

Nelson is happy for the library to take possession of one
of the long-time vacant buildings downtown. That
space will create activity, bring people downtown and
help our other businesses. “I can’t wait to see how it
develops.”

young families moving into our community; people who
appreciate our schools, safe community and friendly
businesses.

Keep Things in Perspective

| For a small amount of perspective at this moment, imagine you were born in 1900. When you are 14, World War
| T starts, and ends on your 18th birthday with 22 million people killed. Later in the year, a Spanish Flu epidemic
| hits the planet and runs until you are 20. Fifty million people die from it in those two years. Yes, 50 million.

| When you're 29, the Great Depression begins. Unemployment hits 25%, global GDP drops 27%. That runs until
| you are 33. The country nearly collapses along with the world economy. When you turn 39, World War II starts.
| You aren’t even over the hill yet.

I When you're 41, the United States is fully pulled into WWII. Between your 39th and 45th birthday, 75 million
people perish in the war and the Holocaust kills six million. At 52, the Korean War starts and five million perish.

| At 64, the Vietnam War begins, and it doesn’t end for many years. Four million people die in that conflict.
Approaching your 62nd birthday you have the Cuban Missile Crisis, a tipping point in the Cold War. Life on our

: planet, as we know it, could well have ended. Great leaders prevented that from happening.
As you turn 75, the Vietnam War finally ends. Think of everyone on the planet born in 1900. How do you survive
all of that? A kid in 1985 didn’t think their 85 year old grandparent understood how hard school was. Yet those

I grandparents (and now great grandparents) survived through everything listed above.

Perspective is an amazing art. Let’s try and keep things in perspective. Let’s be smart, help each other out, and

| we will get through all of this. In the history of the world, there has never been a storm that lasted. This too, shall
pass.

| From an anonymous Facebook post
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(Bastian, continued from page 1)

young couple settled on 160 acres that August had
purchased a month earlier from Benjamin Fridley located
southwest of what is now Hinckley and along Bastian
Road. Over the next 19 years they would have 10
children who would give them 27 grandchildren.

August and Louise established a productive livestock
farm and instilled a strong work ethic in their children:
Lewis, Peter, Mary, Gustavus, Bertha, Frank, Anna and
Charles. The house soon became too small for the family
so the boys slept in a room above the granary. Charlie
and Peter in later years would recall bringing the cows in
from the pasture through a slough that had snakes and
water grass so high they had trouble seeing the cows.

Mary married Charles Leitheit in 1881 and they farmed
in a number of locations before settling on their own farm
in 1890 just north of the Bastian homestead along Rt. 30.

Bertha married Daniel Hohm in 1885. Daniel ran a livery
stable in Hinckley for a time at the NW corner of May
and Lincoln. He was also a village policeman and later
moved to Sycamore where he served as DeKalb County
Sheriff from 1898 to 1902 and again from 1906 to 1910.
He was County Treasurer from 1902 to 1906.

Anna married Otto Stahl in 1893 and they farmed in
Sandwich Township about 5 miles south of Hinckley.
After 44 years of farming they moved to Sandwich in
1937.

Gus married Emma Jones in 1884 and together they
farmed east of Hinckley. His son Ralph also farmed as
did his sons Harley and Kenneth. Ralph was a member
of the school board and Township Assessor. When he
died, Harley succeeded him as Assessor.

Lewis married Wilhelmina Stahl in 1881 and they moved
to a farm south of Kaneville. They were blessed with 10
children and several continued farming with their dad and
uncles. Lewis farmed there until 1914 when he died of a
stroke.

One of their children, Ray, served as Squaw Grove
Township Supervisor for 24 years, as County Board of
Supervisors chair for 2 years and Hinckley Village Clerk
for 25 years. He also started a successful insurance busi-
ness which he operated until his death in 1950.

Two other of Lewis’s sons, Elmer (Boost) and Everette
(Sport), started a grocery business west of the bank which
would continue for 45 years and eventually be run by
Everette’s son Charles until 1967. Chuck and his brother
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Gene worked together in the insurance and real estate
business. Gene owned the Hinckley Airport and entered
the insurance business in 1952 after his uncle Ray passed
away. When Gene died in 1979, his son-in-law Bryce
Carey took over the insurance business.

The patriarch Bastian operated his farm until his death in
1887, then his sons Peter, Frank and Charlie continued
the farming operation together as the Bastian Brothers.
Peter bought an adjoining 80 acres where he lived after
he married. As the brothers later separated and Peter
died, his sons—the third generation: Alfred, Herbert
(nicknamed Pipes), Earl (nicknamed Pick) and Oren
(nicknamed Jonce) ran the operation with their mother,
“Nettie.” They raised cattle, hogs, dairy and chickens.

Allan, Wilbur, Alvin and uncle Herbert in 1931

It was Earl’s children who would next operate the Bastian
Brothers Farms: sons Alvin, Wilbur, Allan and Ronald,
and daughter Dorothy. Wilbur started his electrical
business and would help on the farm as he could.
Dorothy married John Mortell in 1958 and they lived on
the “west” farm in section 19. Their son, Mike, is the lat-
est and fifth generation to operate the Bastian farms.

Peter’s daughter Mabel married Paul Manser in 1913 and
together they farmed just east of the Bastian homestead.

Their son Walter went on to serve in the U.S. “Secret Ar-
my” of World War II. He became interested in electron-
ics reading Popular Mechanics Magazines in the attic of
the Bastian home where Ron and Dolores now reside.
Another of Mabel’s sons, Floyd, married Dolores
Cochran, and they farmed on his parents farm. Following
a divorce, Dolores married Ron Bastian in 1974.
Dolores, her son Richard Manser, and sister-in-law
Dorothy Bastian Mortell created and published the Coun-
try Courier Newspaper in Hinckley from 1991 until 1995

after the Hinckley Review ended its 113 years of
(continued on page 5)



(Bastian, continued from page 4)

operation. Dolores and Ken Bushnell also started the
Hinckley Historical Society in 2007.

Allan recalled his father, Earl,
bought the family’s first car in
1927. It had side curtains and
plastic windows. When they

. bought their second car in
1934, the Overland had glass
windows and lots of power.

1934 Overland
The Bastian farming operation used horses to farm
into the late 1940s but they bought their first tractor
—a McCormick
Titan—in 1927.
They also bought }

Case equipment
from Orville Berg *
and then Ray- :
mond Nehring.
At that time
Hinckley had
three farm equip-
ment dealers.

cCormick Titan

Allan didn’t remember going to town very often. He
recalls listening to the battery operated radio, and
watching the state road (now U.S. 30) being built in
1928. He enjoyed the “baths” in the creek that ran
near their property. Allan helped with chores on the
farm including picking corn by hand, filling silo and
feeding the cattle.

R : i
Laying cement for U.S. 30 —1928

When Allan was drafted into the Army in 1944, he
served with the 327th Infantry Regiment, 101st
Airborne Division. When the 101st Airborne took
over Hitler's special mountain retreat--The Eagles Nest
--Allan was detailed to help collect valuable treasures
stolen by Hermann Goering.

When he returned to the farm in June 1946, Allan joined
his father, brothers and uncles raising cattle, hogs, dairy
and chickens. The Bastians participated in the formation
of a drainage district in 1951 that started on their farm
and went south east. It noticeably reduced saturated
soils on their farms and increased their crop productivity.

Allan waited to
marry until 1979
when he met
Dorothy Doruska --
a romance that
would last until his
death in 2020. He
was a lifelong
member of St. Paul's
United Church of
Christ--which his
Bastian forefathers
helped found--holding many offices including being
President of the Council. Allan was also a 48-year
trustee of Oak Mound Cemetery and a 75-year member
of the American Legion, Post 598.

Ron Bastian started helping on
the farm when he was 9 by
helping with livestock chores.
There was little farm equipment
made during WWII so he re-
members his father planting
with a two-row planter pulled by
horses. After high school grad-
uation in 1953, Allan encour-
aged Ron to continue his edu-
cation. He attended electrician
school in Chicago following in _
the footsteps of his uncle Oren and ~Ron Bastian
brother Wilbur who were

electricians. Ron left the farm to serve in the Army in
1956. When he returned home from Korea he took up
farming where he had left off and worked with brother
Wilbur at Bastian Electric in his spare time. Ron
branched out and from 1998-2015 did electrical work on
his own.

Allan and Ron agreed to retire from active farming at the
same time and picked 1998 when Allan would be 75 and
Ron 63. Nephew Mike Mortell bought some of their
equipment and now operates the Bastian Farms. Ron
and Dolores still live on the original Bastian homestead
on Bastian Road.
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Hubert and Myers Receive Service Award

Two founding members of the Hinckley Historical Society have been named 2020 recipients of the Dolores
Bastian and Kenneth Bushnell Service Award. The HHS Board of Directors acknowledged both of their
extraordinary contributions to the organization and assistance in
achieving its mission.

George Hubert is a native of Hinckley and passionate about its history.
He has donated many of his personal collection to the museum to help
tell community stories. He is shown speaking with the elementary
students at a school Veteran’s Day program.

George has been a society Board of Directors member and one of its
presidents. He has continued to be a source for research and ready to
share his knowledge of Hinckley and answer questions.

Dorothy White Myers was a regular assistant to Dolores Bastian
in the early years of the museum. She has volunteered as docent
at the museum on Saturdays, helped accession artifacts, and been
a regular contributor to the museum collection. Dorothy collects
obituaries of Hinckley residents for the archives and has helped
many people with their genealogy research. Also a graduate of
Hinckley schools, she is a valuable source of information about
the community and frequently answers historical questions on
Facebook.

The service award, created in 2018, was named after Dolores
Bastian and Kenneth Bushnell who were instrumental in forming the Society in 2007 and establishing a museum
in Hinckley. Their vision and dedicated service will forever be remembered and celebrated as the histories of
Hinckley and the Townships of Squaw Grove and Pierce are preserved and shared with future generations.

We can’t wait to see you!

After the long period of isolation, the Historical Society is anxious to gather with members and friends
again to talk about all that has transpired in the past year. Plans are being made for our annual member
meeting to be held in June. Museum volunteers have been busy collecting artifacts, researching questions
from visitors and interviewing businesses in town for our historic records and Facebook posts. The board
is also moving forward with plans to paint the back alley wall and expand the size of our museum. But
don’t wait, stop by the museum to visit and volunteer.

Events:
= Board Members:

President - Bob Pritchard
Vice Pres. — Jeff Wielert

Board meetings are at the museum on the second
Tuesday of the month at 4 p.m.

The museum is open Saturdays from 10-3 or by

appointment by calling Bob (815-761-4058) Secretary — Jennifer Klambauer
Follow us on Facebook for comments, pictures and Treasurer - Pat Bastian
events.

At Large Members —Cathy Bartels and Ardith Trumpy
AAAANAANANAANANAANAANANAAN Newsletter published by Bob and Mary Pritchard
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Our Family Farm
By Elizabeth Koenig

Elizabeth Koenig works alongside her father on their family farm in rural
Hinckley growing corn and soybeans. She also is a clinical therapist and
has her own business making artisan goat milk soap.

Yep, that’s me in the picture there. The littlest one second from the left,
ready for the first day of school. This is one of my favorite family pictures.
Not only are my three wonderful siblings in the picture, but our farm dog
and cattle are in the picture too, all part of the family.

I always thought of our farm as part of our family. I think that is what drew  The Koenig siblings (from
me to come back to the farm and start farming alongside my dad. I missed left): Anna, Elizabeth,
that part of my family, our family farm. Sarah, and Levi

Farming Then - I remember growing up on the farm; we all had our different roles to keep the

farm going. My brother was in charge of feeding the cattle every day. My oldest sister helped

slaughter the chickens. And my sister and I took our turns unloading wagons or working up the
ground during harvest.

Although the thing I remember most is pretending I was sick at school every
day so I could come home and follow my dad around on the farm. I had little
responsibility at such a young age, but my dad made me feel important when we
would run errands to the ‘John Deere Store’ or when he would let me drive the

" tractors.

Farming Now - Today our roles on the farm have certainly changed. Now my

¥ dad and I work side-by-side to keep the farm gomg We work together to plant and

Elizabeth Koenig tend to the crops, fix and maintain the

tractors and equipment, do all the paper-

work and many of the things I was not part of when I was
growing up. It has been a sharp learning curve in several
areas!! My siblings and their families are all still part of the
farm, but their roles have changed as well.

Now they all visit in the fall to help during harvest. My
brother might unload some wagons, while I harvest corn in
the combine and my dad checks to make sure everything is
running smoothly and fixes anything that might break
down. And my mom and sisters entertain the kids and pack

The Koenig siblings (from left): Levi Thorn,

. . Sarah Boone, Elizabeth Koenig, and Anna
snacks for tractor and combine rides. Minuth

I am so thankful for our family farm. I couldn’t imagine growing up any other way! I'm thankful for
the memories we have created on the farm. And I am thankful for the opportunity to create many more
memories to come with my family on the farm.

Reprinted with permission DeKalb County Farm Bureau CONNECTIONS HHS News 2021, volume 2 7



= INCKLEY
= ISTORICAL
o) OCIETY

"Preserving the past for the future."”

145 East Lincoln Ave., Hinckley, IL 60520
Open Saturdays: 10 a.m.—3 p.m.
Email: HinckleyHistoricalSociety@gmail.com

Follow us on Facebook

Visit: www.Hinckleyhistoricalsociety.com

Your Support Will Make a Difference

The DeKalb County Community Foundation (DCCF) will be sponsoring their 12th annual county-
wide day of giving on May 6. During this 24-hour period, you can conveniently make donations
to a number of your favorite non-profit organizations over the internet or by mailing one check
postmarked between April 27 and May 6. Take advantage of this event to support the HHS museum.

Most non-profit fundraisers, including the HHS annual dinner/auction, had to be canceled this
past year due to the pandemic stay-at-home-orders. Yet, the work of these organizations
continued and in many ways increased. Right here in Hinckley the Food Pantry and the Histori-
cal Society have stepped-up efforts this past year in pursuit of their separate missions.

During the 24 hours of May 6, you can support the work of your

favorite non-profit by visiting givedekalbcounty.org and making a

donation to organizations of your choice. Donations can also be \/
made by mail between April 27 and May 6 to DCCF. Simply enclose

a list with the name(s) of organization(s) you are supporting and the DeKa lb
amount(s) with your check payable to DCCF, 475 DeKalb Ave., G I VE C ou nty

Sycamore, IL 60178.

Every donation made during Give DeKalb County day leverages a

portion of the matching funds from the bonus pool that last year totaled nearly $140,000. This
means every dollar donated on May 6 goes further to help our incredible non-profits. Thank you
for your support.




