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What Drives These Educators?
This spring the Hinckley-Big Rock school district selected four individuals for recognition as leaders in
education. This was the first time the district presented such recognition and perhaps it was due in part to
wanting to showcase the quality of educators in the district. Each award recipient took time before the start of
the fall semester to talk about their backgrounds, goals and interest in education. A common response, as you
will read, was their concern for students, efforts to keep everyone focused on learning and length of time at
HBR.

Recognized for excellence: (L to R): Jeff Strouss, Amber Murphy, Tracey Sanderson and Scott Bastian

(continued on page 2)

When Livestock moved to Chicago by Rail
Livestock production—the raising of cattle and hogs—has a long history in this country. Cattle were brought
to the “new world” in the 1490s by Spanish explorers, but hogs didn’t arrive until 1539. It was natural for the
cattle, being from Spanish stock, to become acclimated to the
dry, hot regions of Texas and Florida. Decedents of these early
cattle evolved into the famous Texas Longhorns. These cattle
lived off diverse dryland forage and needed little care.
Hogs were easily transported to the New World, and they
thrived in their new environment. Settlers of Virginia were
soon supplying ham and bacon to England. In colonial days,
pork was packed in barrels for shipment, giving rise to the term
“meat packing.” During the War of 1812, the United States government got its nickname,
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Jeff Strouss, Co-Principal of the middle school this year,
has been in education for 33 years. He taught in Mendota
for 10 years before landing what he calls his dream job at
HBR. “I wanted a smaller school district and a position
where I could get to know all the students and their parents/
guardians,” Strouss admits. He also wanted a job where he
could impact more kids through the hiring of staff, student
discipline and what is being taught. He especially enjoys
getting to know staff individually and helping them be more
effective at their work.
Strouss strives to know each student and their family, their
extra-curricular interests, and unique things about each
student. Between class periods, Strouss is out in the
hallways visiting with students, listening, and observing. He
was instrumental in creating a career day for sixth-grade students nine years ago where up to 20 speakers talk
about their career, explain needed skills and answer student questions. “It helps students start to think about
what they want to do with their life, the classes and skills they will need, and to set goals,” the principal says.
Strouss feels some of the challenges facing education today are keeping up with technology and responding to
new state laws that micro-manage teaching. He advises anyone interested in a teaching career that they need to
be a people-person, desire to help every child learn and be flexible to change. He concludes “There is
tremendous satisfaction is seeing a student learn, mature and achieve their goals.”
Amber Murphy calculates she has 450 minutes each day to contact students or teachers, support them, and
impact the learning process. She has her degree in Elementary Education but chose to be a paraprofessional so
she could help her daughter deal with cystic fibrosis. “I needed the flexibility and believe every teaching
position is important,” Murphy notes.
“When I was in high school, I finally realized I learned
differently than other students,” she says. “I use that
awareness now to find out what each student needs and
how to help them learn.” She brings different types of
plants to her classroom to demonstrate to the students that
each requires different care and to give them an
opportunity to care for something. “I use made-up songs,
sign language, and speak softly to help calm a student,
teach them that someone believes in them, and to modify
their behavior. If a student shares their schedule of extracurricular activities, Murphy has been known to show up at
games and hold up a sign that says I believe in you; always
have, always will. She brainstorms with teachers, creates
material, and never stops trying to learn from teachers and
reading material.

Murphy stayed at home after college graduation to be with her three children. She started a mom’s college in
Yorkville and ran a mom’s day-out in Big Rock. She is entering her tenth year at HBR. “I like to make things
fun, find joy in life, and build relationships with students and teachers.” She says social emotional learning is a
critical part of education today.

(continued on page 3)
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(Excellence, continued from page 2)

Tracey Sanderson is another teacher who likes working with kids,
helping them contribute to their community and become leaders. The
high school agricultural education teacher and FFA advisor uses the
broad career options of agriculture to help students find a purpose for
education and apply that knowledge for a satisfying career. “My
classes appeal to students who learn from the book and those who
learn by applying the material.

Sanderson got interested in agriculture during college because of the
subject matter and now uses that content to attract all types of
students. “I like working with kids, helping them find their interests
and preparing them for jobs,” Sanderson says. I welcome all types of
students and utilize supervised agricultural experiences outside of the
classroom for them to learn and solve problems.
Teaching agricultural education today requires lots of different types
laboratories, large teaching spaces and supplies. Sanderson has been
successful at applying for grants and involving alumni and community
members to fund and build a greenhouse and separate agriculture
building on school ground for applied learning. We can bring in large
farm equipment and trucks for demonstrations, have space to process
the agricultural produce we grow, and invite business people to speak about careers.

of

“In my nine years of teaching at HBR (and 14 years altogether), I continue to learn from other teachers and the
response from students,” she observes. “I am continually amazed at how students learn by doing and become
contributing members of the community after graduation.”
Scott Bastian wasn’t planning to teach when he graduated from college in 1989. Jobs in his field of public
relations were scarce so he decided to coach middle school sports. He was also substitute teaching at the
Hinckley elementary school nearly every day and was soon encouraged
to go back to college for a degree in education with a middle school
emphasis.
“I really like working with middle school students and finding ways to
make learning fun so they learn more and are able to retain what they
learn,” Bastian says. Over his 31 years in teaching, he has taught social
studies, American history, civics, and Physical ed plus coached coed
soccer and boys basketball.

This year, Bastian will be using a new American history textbook that
doesn’t change the basic history of who founded the country (he laughs)
but adds more recent material. “Students will be allowed to dig a little
deeper into areas where they have an interest,” he notes.
Outside the classroom Bastian has been involved with drug prevention
activities, advising student councils, and helping organize fundraises for
basketball and track teams, plus staff with health issues. Many of his
former students like to occasionally get together with him for lunch which says a lot about his relations with
students and concern for their development.
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(Livestock, continued from page 1)
“Uncle Sam,” from pork shipped to American soldiers in barrels stamped with the letters “US” and the name of
the meat packer, Sam Wilson. The soldiers referred to the meat as Uncle Sam’s meat.

By the mid-1800s the desire for beef was so great that cattle raised on family farms no longer met the demand,
which resulted in cattle drives from Plains states to Eastern population centers. The westward development of
the railroad system shortened cattle drives. The first rail-transported cattle were shipped from Abilene, Kansas
in 1867.
Even in Illinois, the railroads made shipping livestock to market much
easier. When the Chicago and Iowa railroad station was built in
Hinckley, livestock pens were constructed to hold the animals until
loaded onto the train. The cattle were herded through town to the pens
on the south side of the tracks. The loading of livestock onto trains
continued until 1911 when a fire destroyed the livestock pens along with
the Neola grain elevator and Pogue Lumber Yards all located east of
Sycamore Street and south of the railroad tracks. The Historical Society has no evidence that the pens were ever
rebuilt.
By this time, area farmers were shipping livestock to the Chicago Union
Stockyards by truck. Truck engines were becoming more powerful so they
could carry more livestock and the quality of roads was improving as well.
When you mention the Chicago Union Stockyards it conjures up fond
memories for Don Willrett, Hinckley. His grandpa, John, and father, Bob,
sold fat cattle there from the 1940s to 1971. Don (seen on left) would tag
along with Bob (on the right) as he traveled by car to the stockyards the
morning the cattle were shipped.
“Shipping cattle to the Chicago Stockyards was a regular routine for
us. Stanley Mack, a Hinckley trucker, hauled many of our loads to the
city, first in a straight truck (13 cattle per load) and then by semitrailer
(24 cattle per load),” said Don.
“My first recollection of the Stockyards was in 1960, when I was 8years-old. I remember sitting on the ledge above the cattle pens.
Commission firms and buyers would dicker back and forth over cattle
prices. They were tough guys, with crude talk. It was like I was
watching a drunken game of guys who had too much whiskey!”
Don, 69, is reminded of the Chicago Stockyards through his
collection of memorabilia. He has a small metal bank, a
paperweight, spoon, gold coin, and bullet pens. He also has a
cement water trough that once was used at the Stockyards. And the
most memorable is a photo of him and his dad by their pen of cattle
at the Stockyards.

Don is a third-generation cattle feeder; his son Scott and Erin are
the fourth generation and grandchildren Grayson and Josie are the
fifth generation from rural Hinckley. The Willretts feed about
1,200 beef cattle a year.
Sources: Lessons on Meat by Professor Chad Carr. University of Florida, and the DeKalb County Farm Bureau magazine Connections
“Stories of the Stockyards’”
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Expansion Will Amaze You
Over the summer, workman have been busy in the museum investing countless hours to give the
museum a face lift and more room to enjoy the
displays. Several walls were removed to open the
appearance of the museum. The wall between the
museum and the former Hinckley Review Newspaper
Office next door was opened to more than double the
space available
for the museum.
The maple wood
flooring had to be
meticulously
patched where
the wall once was
and avoid any
differences in
height between
the two rooms.
The old style ceiling lighting was
removed and replaced with 22 fixtures
containing new technology that will
illuminate displays better. Frames had to
be manufactured to give a long seamless
appearance that will help avoid shaddows. Many electrical outlets were
moved and wiring enclosed in conduit rather than being exposed. Support
posts in the rooms were enclosed to enhance the appearance and
functionality.
The two bathrooms received newer fixtures which
allowed more room for people with disabilities and
modern lighting. The various colors of paint
throughout the rooms add interest and subtle
enhancements. Finally, the nearly 80-year-old wood
flooring will be sanded, stained and sealed with three
coats of finish to protect it for years to come.
The Historical Society appreciates the work of board
member Cathy Bartels in coordinating the work and
myriad decisions plus the craftmanship of Dennis
Bulson, painting of Tim Salter, electrical work of Bickford Electric and
the floor finishing of Norman Mathisen.

We can’t wait to show you the results!
Board Members:
President - Bob Pritchard
Vice Pres. – Jeff Wielert
Secretary – Jennifer Klambauer

At Large Members –Cathy Bartels, Rebecca Nickels,
Sally Thomson, and Ardith Trumpy
Newsletter published by Bob and Mary Pritchard

Treasurer - Pat Bastian
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Harvesting the crop
It won’t be long until large monster
machines will be seen working their
way through corn and soybean fields
harvesting in minutes what used to
take days for farmers. For example, a
modern machine can harvest 7,200
bushels of corn per hour. Contrast that
with 80-90 bushels per day for the
fastest farmers harvesting ears of corn
by hand prior to 1920.
Before the first mechanized corn
pickers in the 1920s, farmers in this

area harvested
their corn by
stripping the ear
from the husk on
each stalk of
corn and tossing
it into a wagon
pulled by horses.
There were
various types of hand tools to open the
husk,
reveal the
ear and
allow it to
be pulled
from the stalk. Some were made of wood, animal bone, or iron. They
attached by a leather strap to a finger, or the palm of the hand while
others attached to the wrist. Historical Society board member Jeff
Wielert has a collection of husking hooks he displayed at the recent
barn tour in Squaw Grove Township. The museum also has a sample.
Farmers often made a
game out of the work and
turned it into a contest.
Secretary of Agriculture
Henry Wallace created the
national corn husking
contest in 1922 so farmers
could learn the best
techniques for harvesting
by hand from the
“experts,” The contest
stopped during WWII but
was begun again in 1970
with classes for all ages of huskers. Dave Engstrom, former
employee of DeKalb AgResearch, won many of the senior age classes
over the years.
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Grant will Support New Exhibits
When the museum reopens after the expansion project, it will feature many new exhibits that tell the story of
Hinckley over the decades. The exhibits were made possible in part by a grant from Illinois Humanities with
funds from the State of Illinois American Rescue Plan Act. The $5,000 award was the result of a competitive
process that recognized the impact of COVID-19 upon the museum and its work at bringing history to life for
the benefit of current and future generations.
The museum will have added display cases, a computer for viewing
pictures, lots of artifacts donated over the years and more room to view
the displays. Something will be featured from each decade in
Hinckley’s past that was significant or may be little known. The date
for reopening will not be set until all the expansion work is complete.
Plan to attend the reopening and enjoy the museum.

McGirr Family Honors Parents
Vincent, Kevin and Craig McGirr wanted to honor their parents’ involvement and love of the community
with a lasting memorial. They chose to contribute to the new Hinckley Historical Society Endowment Fund
which was created for just such a purpose of sharing the
stories of people who have helped to shape the histories of
Squaw Grove and Pierce Townships. Kathryn Colbe grew
up on a farm southwest of Hinckley on Governor
Beveridge Highway. After graduating from Hinckley High
School in 1936 she attended the Metropolitan Business
School in Aurora and worked as a secretary until marrying
Kenneth McGirr in 1945. Kenneth grew up on the family
farm on Crego Road which has since become the Afton
Forest Preserve.
The young couple settled on the Colbe farm so Kathryn’s
parents could retire and move to town. Kenneth served on
the Fay School Board until the school consolidated with
Hinckley in 1958. Kathryn served as Squaw Grove
Township Assessor for 21 years. Together they measured
buildings in the township so the assessments would be as
accurate as possible. The couple retired from farming in
1985 but remained very active members of the Hinckley community and of St. John the Baptist Catholic
Church in Somonauk. Kenneth passed away in 1999 and Kathryn in 2018.
The Hinckley Historical Society Endowment Fund was created this year at the DeKalb County Community
Foundation. “The fund is a vehicle to help remember loved ones and to provide funding for the work of the
museum well into the future,” said Bob Pritchard, HHS Board President. “The fund will also provide
resources for researching, explaining, and sharing the community’s stories in relevant ways for younger
generations. "
The Historical Society invites contributions to this Fund from those interested in the area, the legacy of its
residents, and those who want to share in the HHS mission. "History is made each day, and the work of this
museum must be ongoing and relevant to future generations,” Pritchard stated.
Send donations to: HHS, P.O. Box 486, Hinckley, IL 60520
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145 E. Lincoln Ave., Hinckley, IL 60520
HinckleyHistoricalSociety@gmail.com
Facebook: Hinckley Historical Society
Website: Hinckleyhistoricalsociety.com
Phone: 815-761-4058

Events:
Sept. 24, Last of our summer
concerts, Community Building
Lawn, 6:30 p.m.
Sept. 30, A float in the HBR
Homecoming parade
Oct. 8, See our booth at the
Community Art Festival
Oct, Join us for a Greenwood
Cemetery Walk
Nov, Watch for the grand reopening of the museum
Follow us on Facebook for
comments, pictures and
events.

Final Summer Concert ‘Under the Shade Tree’
The Historical Society has had fun this year focusing on the
Golden Age of Bands and bringing concerts to the lawn at the
Community Building. The programs were possible in part with
grant from the Farny R. Wurlitzer Foundation. The final band
concert on Saturday September 24 will be provided by Shade
Tree Music Company. Their program will include pop, country,
and classic rock music. Come listen as you enjoy an evening in
Hinckley with the Lions Club Cruise Night and lots of
restaurant specials. The concert begins at 6:30 p.m. and you
will want to bring your lawn chair.

a

The music on the lawn focus besides bringing band music back to Hinckley during the summer, was
intended to encourage youth to take up an instrument, enjoy a life-long skill and join the school band.
Many high school alumni have fond memories of playing in parades, contests, and amusement parks.
Playing an instrument has been found to help students academically, develop coordination, memory,
and creativity. Encourage your student to visit with band director Sarah Sartori.
If you would like HHS to continue “music on the lawn” next summer, let us know. The concerts this
year were made possible by special grants so individual contributions would be needed in the future.
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