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    Museum Expansion Adds Room 
Work began on June 5 to expand the museum into space next door that 
used to be the Hinckley Review newspaper office.  This work will 
nearly double the size of the museum which will offer more exhibit 
space for artifacts in our collection, new displays, meeting space, and 
accessible bathrooms.  The work will include new lighting, fresh paint 
and repairs to the 1946 flooring. 
 
The museum will be closed until fall.  We are sorry for this 
inconvenience but believe you will enjoy the changes.  If you have 
questions or artifacts for the museum, call Bob at 815-761-4058 or 

NIU Residence Hall Named after Hinckley Resident 
NIU has voted to name its newest student dormitory after Hinckley resident Fanny Patterson, the first African 
American to graduate from the school in 1915.  The residence hall is also home to workshops, programs and 

other educational opportunities that celebrate diversity, social justice and inclusion.   
Patterson was a teacher and role model for the value of education, persistence, and 
overcoming adversity.  The NIU Black Alumni Council also awards an annual 
scholarship in Fanny’s honor for an African American student who is active on 
campus and embraces the value of education.  The naming ceremony will occur in 
October. 
 
Patterson’s family moved to the Hinckley area in 1907 where she attended the Fay 
Country School.  She graduated from the high school in 1913 and earned her teaching 
certificate in 1915.  Fanny taught English and History in Cairo, Il until contracting 
Tuberculosis.  She died in 1920 and is buried in Greenwood Cemetery.  Patterson 
families lived along Somonauk Road until 1983. 

Bahl Receives Service Award 
A resident who has become synonymous with the name Hinckley received the Dolores Bastian and Kenneth 
Bushnell Service Award at the 2022 HHS annual meeting.  Jerry Bahl is a charter 
member of HHS and has been involved in just about every aspect of the community 
since moving to town in 1941.  The HHS Board of Directors acknowledges Jerry 
Bahl’s extra-ordinary contributions to the organization as a former board member 
and for assistance in achieving its mission.  He stops by the museum nearly every 
week and is always ready to answer questions about the town’s history.  Jerry says 
“I love this community; it has helped me through life and I will continue to ‘pay it 
forward’ for as long as I can.” 
 
The service award, created in 2018, was named after Dolores Bastian and Kenneth 
Bushnell who were instrumental in forming the Society in 2007 and establishing a museum in Hinckley.  
Their vision and dedicated service will forever be remembered and celebrated as the histories of Hinckley and 
the Townships of Squaw Grove and Pierce are preserved and shared with future generations.  
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Origins of our “Sleeping Places” 
 

This is the second of a two-part story about the cemeteries in the Hinckley area.   
In the last newsletter, Greenwood and Miller Cemeteries were discussed.   

 
Immanuel Lutheran Cemetery 

 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Squaw 
Grove Township held its first church service in 
1865 in the Hartman country school.  The 
Christian Hartman family donated land to 
build a church in the same year but it wasn’t 
until 1873 that the first church building was 
erected on Lee Road, Hinckley. 
 
Land for a cemetery next to the church was 
purchased from Christian and Friedrika 
Hartman in 1891. The 1.3 acres in section 7 
was to be used as a private cemetery with all 
lot sales reserved for beautifying and 
maintaining the cemetery. The bylaws of the 
“Cemetery Association” are included in the 
Constitution of the Immanuel Lutheran 
Church. 
 

An additional acre for the cemetery was 
purchased from John and Augusta 
Schmidt in 1905.  Then half an acre was 
purchased in about 1931 and two-tenths 
of an acre was donated by Martin and 
Ione Voss in 1993 to complete the 
current size of the cemetery. 
 
All of the head stones in the cemetery 
face the church with men buried on the 
right side and women on the left side.   
 
The cemetery features a monument 
which was donated by the Waldschmidt 
family in 1969 to honor the memory of 
Dallas Waldschmidt who was a military 

veteran and killed in a farm accident. 
The monument is the focus of Memorial 
Day services each year.  
 
Surrounding the cemetery is a wrought-
iron fence with entrance gate posts 
honoring Henry and Amalia Hartman, 
John and Augusta Schmidt, August and 
Maria Baie, and Martin and Ione Voss.  
The cemetery lots were mapped on 
computer in 2012 and Keith Kellogg 
inventoried all the stones and families in 
2020.  There are 48 veterans buried in  
          (continued on page 3)               
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the cemetery and Lou Martin marks their graves with flags each 
Memorial Day.  There are over 548 graves in the cemetery. 
 
Three trustees, who are elected by the church’s voters’ assembly, 
govern the cemetery.  Their terms are for life but members can 
resign.  Current trustees are George Hubert, (shown at left) Carl 
Wassmann and Paul Koenig.  Others over the years have included 
Katherine and Ronald Baie; Eli Boekenhauer; Louis Borchers; 
Elmer Carls; Alva Cook; Henry Hartman; Percy Johnson; Albert 
Kaus; Rollin Morsch; Albert, John, and Michael Rissman; Roy 
Schmidt; and William Taggart. 
 
Investments in the cemetery perpetual care fund are sufficient to 
care for the cemetery for many years to come says trustee George 
Hubert.  He also adds that “Every time I walk in the cemetery, I 
know more of the people.” 
 

 
 

East Pierce Cemetery 
 

Pierce Township has two cemeteries: one in Section 1 
known as St. Mary’s Catholic Cemetery, and the other in 
Section 24 named East Pierce Cemetery.  The latter is the 
focus of this story and contains about 2.5 acres located 
4.5 miles north of Hinckley at the corner of Owens and 
Pritchard Roads. 
 
Early settlers to the township arrived in 1846 and by 
1852 were holding school and church services in their 
homes.  According to the book Early School Journeys, a 
log cabin school was built in 1853 next to a cemetery at 
the southwest corner 
of Section 24.  One of 
the oldest graves in 
the cemetery is that of 
Jacob Lintner who 

arrived in Pierce Township in 1848 and died in 1850, the year the cemetery 
was formed.  
 
The residents held church services in the school and formed the Emmanuel 
Evangelical Society of Pierce.  By 1856 the settlers were able to build their 
first church building just east of the cemetery and the school there was 
replaced by two schools a mile north and a mile south of Owens Road. 
 
The church attracted many of the large families in the neighborhood.  When 
they died, they were buried in the cemetery next to the church and their 
names are etched in stone throughout the cemetery.  A much larger church 
as built next to the cemetery in 1891 which stood until consumed by fire in 
1967.  Then a new church was built that still welcomes worshipers but from 
farther distances.    

(continued on page 4) 
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Early records of the cemetery are missing but its files 
contain the Secretary of State’s Certificate of Complete 
Organization of the East Pierce Cemetery Association on 
February 5, 1925.  Albert Ziegler was elected president of 
the board.  Other members included Lester Grimm, Alvin 
Kuter, Roy Plapp, William Schule, and Elmer 
Schumacher.  Trustees thereafter were appointed by the 
county Circuit Judge.   
 
In April 1925 the Emmanuel Society of the Evangelical 
Church gave a warranty deed for the cemetery to the East 
Pierce Cemetery Association along with $412.74 for its 
care and maintenance.  The proceeds from lot sales were 
held in an endowment with only the interest available for 
cemetery expenses.   
 
Albert Ziegler served as board president until 1940, then 
Roy Plapp served until 1981, then Stanley Schumacher 
until 1991, Les Miller until 2004 and, finally, Stan 
Schumacher, son of Stanley, was elected president and 
continues to serve (shown below).   Other trustees as of 
this writing include Adam and Richard Miller, Merwin Plapp 
and Greg Pritchard. 
 

The cemetery trustees not only invested the endowment 
in banks and government bonds but also in the late 1930s 
to the 1950s loaned money to individuals to buy property 
for homes.  Among such loans were Edward Freundt who 
borrowed $2,500 to buy lots in Hinckley’s Oak Knoll 
Subdivision, Dr. H.J Neubauer borrowed $2,500             
for property in Miller’s First Addition in Hinckley                              
and $1,000 was loaned to Leonard Bixler for real  
Estate in Batavia.  The loans were all repaid at five 
percent interest.  
 
The trustees established revised rules for the use of the 
cemetery in 1937.  Among those rules were that lot 
owners were to mow the grass on their lot but on no other 
lot.  Monuments could not be made of metal or artificial 
stone unless approved.  Trustees had the authority to 
exhume and move bodies to the potter’s field if payment 

for the lot was not made within 60 days of a burial.  Trustees had the authority to make annual assessments on 
each lot for the expense and care of the cemetery.  Visitors were reminded that the cemetery grounds were 
sacredly devoted to the internment of the dead and proper respect should be shown at-all-times.  In 1956 the 
trustees also decided that burials were permitted only if encased in an approve vault.  Currently the cemetery has 
about 740 burials, of which 34 are military veterans. 
 
The trustees found their rule that lot owners should mow the grass on their lot unworkable.  Therefore, they 
decided to purchase a lawn mower in 1930 and paid individuals to use the equipment to mow the cemetery grass.  
This practice of purchasing mowers continued until 2003 when costs and maintenance became prohibitive, so the 
mowers were sold and the lawn mower shed was removed.  Since then, a mowing service has been hired to keep 
the cemetery attractive.  Stan Schumacher fears the annual maintenance costs of the cemetery will soon exceed 
revenue making an uncertain future for the cemetery.            (continued on page 5) 

The 1891 Pierce church and cemetery circa 1949 
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West Big Rock Cemetery 
 
West of the Village of Big Rock in Section 18 
of Big Rock Township sits a cemetery once 
called West Side Cemetery Association but is 
now known as West Big Rock Cemetery 
Association.  The cemetery has a rich history 
which can be traced to a meeting in the Baptist 
meeting house at the corner of Shaw and 
Hinckley Roads in 1857.  The church was 
located in the settlement known as Blunt which 
was relocated to Big Rock in 1858.  A group of 
residents met in the meeting house on April 20, 
1857 to form a committee and acquire land for 
a cemetery.  An acre was acquired from 
Thomas Meridith north of U.S. 30 along Big 
Rock Creek.   He was elected president of the 
cemetery board and John Whildin was named 
Vice President.  To this day, a Whildin has 
served continually on the cemetery board of 
directors. 
 

In 1858 the board voted to purchase an additional half acre from 
John Whildin and the cemetery met the needs of the area for a 
time.  When the Chicago and Iowa Railroad came through the area 
in 1871 just south of the cemetery, the station by Shaw Road was 
named for Blunt. 
 
With casualties from WW1 and the Flu Epidemic of 1918, the 
cemetery board voted to acquire an additional acre and a half west 
of the cemetery from Clayton Close and J.B. Whildin which 
brought it to its current size of three acres with about 890 
memorials. 
 
The board today consists of Keith Fitzgerald, president; John 
Whildin, Vice President; Jerry Thompson, Secretary; Sue 
Thompson Treasurer; Lynne Paver, Sexton; and Lisa Herrmann 
and Rick Paver, members. 
 
The cemetery board has records of its annual meetings that extend 
back to 1857.  Most of the minutes consist of officer elections, 
care of the cemetery and management of its finances.  When 
cemetery lots were sold, the money was divided between the 
general fund and the care or perpetual fund. 

 
The board set strict rules about trees, shrubs and stone borders on cemetery lots. In 1935 it had to remove a 
number of shrubs and bushes in violation of the rules.  Drainage was also a problem in the cemetery so that 
several projects were undertaken over the years to eliminate wet areas.  The board held several meetings in 
1941 about granting permission for the Northern Illinois Utilities Company to construct poles and electric 
line on the east edge of the cemetery.  Permission was finally granted when the company agreed to only trim 
trees with the board’s approval. 
 
Mowing the grass in the cemetery is one of its biggest expenses. At first, lot owners were expected to 
maintain the grass around their monuments but later annual contributions                                 (continued on page 6) 
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were assessed to help with the mowing cost. The Assessments were ended in 
1948 and the Board bought a power mower. More recently an individual is 
hired to mow and is paid to provide his own mowers.   
 
At the 1955 annual meeting, the cemetery association realized that it had 
nearly exhausted its treasury.  Maintenance costs were much higher than in 
previous years.  A special meeting was called for May 29 but “miserable 
weather,” according to the minutes, forced the meeting to be postponed until 
July 10. The secretary sent letters inviting anyone who might be interested in 
the future of the cemetery to attend the meeting.  Between 50 and 60 people 
attended the meeting in the school auditorium.  Attorney Fred Dean of 
Aurora explained the cemetery law to the audience and options for 
transferring ownership of the cemetery to the township if private funds could 
not be raised to continue cemetery operations.  A lively discussion followed 
with those speaking not wanting to give up cemetery ownership.  The 
meeting chairman appointed Edna Evans to chair efforts to raise funds and 
enough donations were collected to continue operations.  The fund balance 
improved in subsequent years due to estate gifts and cemetery friends. 
 
The building in the cemetery that had been used for storage was repaired in 1949 but had outlived its 
usefulness by 1980 and was removed in 1983.  The board considered an offer from a family in 1995 to help 
pay for various cemetery improvements including a paved driveway, wider gate openings and a new well 
pump.  They declined the offer and set out to make only modest improvement.  The friends of West Big 
Rock Cemetery Association seem intent to keep it operating and in private control.  
 

Big Rock Township has two other cemeteries which 
could no longer operate under private ownership and 
were transferred to township responsibility in 2019.  Big 
Rock Welsh Cemetery located south of Big Rock on 
Rhodes Street was founded around 1865 by the Welsh 
Congregational Church.  Fowler Grove Cemetery on 
Granart Road was founded in 1886 by the Fowler 
Family.  At this time, both cemeteries are near capacity, 
and the purchase of any remaining gravesites is limited 
to township residents and immediate families of 
individuals currently interred there.  

Current Cemetery Board 

Secretary Jerry Thompson 

displays old records 

 
 

 

HHS 2021 Income and Expense Report  
 
RECEIPTS 
 
Balance 1/1/2021               $29,847.36 
Memberships:  $  2,510.00 
Donations:  $35,958.74 
Memorials:  $     700.00 
Grants:   $  5,575.00 
Fund Raisers:  $     179.29 
Merchandise Sales: $     331.84 
Interest:                 $       17.34 
Miscellaneous:                $       (0.75) 
 
Total Receipts:  $45,271.46 

 
 
 
EXPENSES 
 
Office:   $1,613.34 
Utilities:                 $2,249.45 
Merchandise:  $     25.00 
Insurance:  $1,643.00 
Building Repairs:                $2,997.40 
Miscellaneous:                $   844.88 
Grant Fulfillment: $   575.00 
 
 
Total Expenses:  $9,948.07 

ENDING BALANCE 2/31/2021 $65,170.75     (Reserves for the Expansion Project) 
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Reviewing the Past Year 
Comments from the June 16 annual meeting 

 
Despite concerns about the pandemic, the Historical Society has been active this past year providing programs 
for the community, five newsletters for members, and involvement in community events.  Meanwhile 
volunteers have continued to receive and catalog wonderful artifact donations to our collection.  
 
HHS shared a booth with the Food Pantry at the community Ice Cream Social last summer and featured art 
items from our collection at the Fall Arts Festival.  We also threw candy from our entry in the HBR 
homecoming parade. 

 
In January, Catherine Lambrecht, a speaker from Illinois 
Humanities, discussed the family heirloom recipe contest at 
the Illinois State Fair and the importance of documenting 
grandma’s recipes.  A large crowd enjoyed her presentation 
and then tasting cookies made from heirloom recipes.  
Another Illinois Humanities speaker, Dennis Stroughmatt, 
entertained the community gathering in April with his 
swinging fiddle and stories about country musicians.   
 
The member newsletters have provided the opportunity to 
share our research of individuals and wonderful stories from 
the community.  Black and white copies of the newsletter 
are mailed to members or provided--in living color--by 
email.  Also newsletters are archived on our website at 
www.hinckleyhistoricalsociety.org.   

 
There is always interest in the history of houses so volunteer, Erika Howell, is researching houses in the 
original part of town for a future presentation.  We are also 
planning a panel discussion of all the businesses that have been 
in town and where they were located. 
 
Our 2021 annual meeting featured a talk by Rollin Potter, HBR 
student teacher under R.B. Wight, about the HBR band 
program and director Wight’s successes.  These memories 
encouraged the board to create a historic marker about the 
Golden Age of Bands which was unveiled in the Community 
Building park.  Shown with the marker are Rollin and Joanne 
Potter.  The band Jazz in Progress performed from what was 
the old band shell, as an example of the music that used to fill 
the town of Hinckley.  Watch for information about other 
bands we are inviting to encourage the enjoyment of music and 
promote our school band program. 
 

President - Bob Pritchard 

Vice Pres. – Jeff Wielert 

Secretary – Jennifer Klambauer 

Treasurer - Pat Bastian 

At Large Members –Cathy Bartels, Rebecca Nickels,       
Sally Thomson, and Ardith Trumpy 

Newsletter published by Bob and Mary Pritchard 

Board Members: 
 

http://www.hinckleyhistoricalsociety.org/
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Events: 

Watch for our next band concert in 
the park this summer 

Contact the library about our book 
discussion of Secret Soldiers  

The museum is closed until fall for 
the expansion 

Follow us on Facebook for 
comments, pictures and 
events.   

145 E. Lincoln Ave., Hinckley, IL 60520  

HinckleyHistoricalSociety@gmail.com 

Facebook: Hinckley Historical Society 

Website: Hinckleyhistoricalsociety.com 

Phone: 815-761-4058 

 

Hinckley Historical Society Creates Endowment 
 
Since the Historical Society purchased the 1946 Langdon building for its museum, the focus has been on 
stabilizing, remodeling and expanding the museum.  Many projects have been completed with the significant 
help of the community.  The final phase of expanding the museum into the old Hinckley Review Office is in 
progress. 
. 
It is now time to refocus the Society’s attention on more programming, 
research, new displays and guest performances.  Such efforts are in addition 
to the day-to-day operations of the Society and museum. 
 
The Board of Directors has created an endowment to help with this work 
that is the real mission of the Society.  Mary and Bob Pritchard have made a 
generous donation to get the endowment started and the Board welcomes 
additional gifts.  The interest from the endowment will provide funding for 
interns, expenses for special speakers, professional displays and exhibits, 
and much more that go well beyond our volunteer resources.   
 
The Endowment will be managed by the DeKalb County Community 
Foundation (DCCF) who will make annual distributions from the interest to 
the Historical Society. Tax deductible donations should be made to the 
Hinckley Historical Society Endowment in care of the DCCF, 475 DeKalb 
Ave., Sycamore, IL 60178.   

Gifts to the endowment are for good and forever. 


