
Origins of our “Sleeping Places” 
This is the first of a two-part story about the four cemeteries in the Hinckley area 

 

The only certainties of life—according to many—are death and taxes.  Societies over the 

centuries have disposed of the dead in many ways.  Cemeteries, a word derived from the Greeks 

meaning sleeping place, are thought to have first come about in the 7th century when burials were 

firmly controlled by the church in Europe.  The church was the only institution allowed to bury 

the dead and they were buried in or around the church building in what were called graveyards. 

 

As time went on, the capacity of graveyards was surpassed and people began seeking new places 

to bury the dead.  Rural or park cemeteries patterned after one in Paris became popular.  Before 

1831, America had no formal cemeteries.  It's not that Americans didn't bury their dead—just 

that large, places of burials did not exist.  With the construction of Mount Auburn Cemetery, a 

large burial ground in Cambridge, Massachusetts, the movement to build cemeteries in America 

began. 

 

Greenwood Cemetery 

The early settlers in what is now Hinckley buried their dead in a farm field south of town that 

belonged to Philo and Sallie Slater.  After the Chicago and Iowa Railroad was opened in 1871 

and it looked like more people would settle in the area, Slater and several town leaders thought a 

more permanent setting for a cemetery would be on a gravel hill a quarter of a mile further west.  

Thus began a move to create Greenwood Cemetery.  

 

The group reached an agreement 

on January 2nd 1878 to purchased 

6.25 acres from the farm of Paul 

and Sarah Nichols for $606.  

Access to the land in the center of 

the NW ¼ of Section 22 would be 

off Somonauk Road over land 

owned by John Sebree.  On 

October 31, 1878, a certificate of 

origination of the Greenwood 

Cemetery was issued by Illinois 

Secretary of State George Harlow.  

A five-member board of directors was elected consisting of Philo Slater, Frances Merrill, Henry 

Maltbie, Charles Hitchcock and Paul Nichols.  

 

The directors laid out the cemetery in four sections with a total of 339 lots and several lanes to 

access those lots.  A large number of evergreens were planted around the cemetery.  Nearly 50 

bodies from the old burial grounds east of Somonauk Road were exhumed and moved to the new 

cemetery.  The township road commissioner then constructed a road to the cemetery from 

Somonauk Road and offered to pay damages to the Sebrees.  The estate of John Sebree did not 

agree with the payment for damages created by the road and appealed several times for 

reconsideration.  A final jury of three township supervisors awarded $335 in damages.  

 



Philo Slater had a dream to erect a suitable memorial to the soldiers and sailors of the Civil War 

who fought to preserve the union.  He wanted future generations to remember the true spirit of 

patriotism and those who fought for a united 

country.  That dream did not materialize until 

1913--19 years after his death.  His son, P.F. 

Slater, who followed his father as president of 

the cemetery association, took an active part in 

building the memorial in the center of the 

cemetery.  Most of the money for the granite 

and marble monument was secured by personal 

solicitations.  According to the local 

newspaper, nearly 2,500 people attended the 

dedication of the monument which was the 

first memorial for soldiers and sailors in 

DeKalb County.  A record of the dedication 

ceremony is recorded in the Hinckley Review 

Newspaper.   

 

A new state law was passed in 1903 for the 

organization, ownership, management and 

control of Cemetery Associations.  A petition 

to reorganize the Hinckley cemetery as the 

Greenwood Cemetery of Squaw Grove 

Township was not submitted to the Illinois Secretary of State until 1913.  The following trustees 

were elected in September to manage the cemetery: Philo Fernando Slater, president; William 

Baie, secretary; and trustees William Von Ohlen, John Sebree, Enoch Darnell and John Evans. 

 

Many of the cemetery records have been lost over the years so we don’t know all those who have 

served on the cemetery board.  Ray Dienst served as president in 1957.  The two mausoleums 

were built in 1968 and 1969. 

 

The Squaw Grove Township Board of Trustees passed a resolution in 1977 recognizing the 

retirement of Carl Morsch, Harry Christensen and Artie Bergstrand and their long years of 

service on the cemetery board.   

 



 
While cemeteries with their park-like trees and beautiful grounds became gathering places for 

families over the years to have picnics as they remembered their departed relatives, not everyone 

respected the sanctity of the grounds.  Unfortunately, vandals damaged the grounds and markers 

at Greenwood cemetery in the 1970s so that the board erected gates in 1979 that could be closed 

at night. 

 

Bob Willrett and Joyce Royer joined the board in 1985, Gerry and Lois Miller, Jeryl Hintzsche, 

and Al Haseman joined the board in 1987, and Bryce Carey and Les Miller in 1989.  Gerry 

Miller served as President until 2006.  The board negotiated with Anna and Lawrence Hoffman, 

who owned the farmland around the cemetery, to buy additional property.  The 50 foot roadway 

leading into the cemetery was purchased in 1992 while an additional 2.4 acres west of the 

cemetery was purchased in 1999 for future growth for $15,000.  

 

President Miller asked the American Legion to consider erecting a flag pole at the Cemetery in 

1993.  It only took two months for the pole to be put in place with the help of Marion Griesmar, 

Wynn Wahlgren, Owen Kahle, Keith Jordal, Dan Morsch and Gerry Miller. 

 

The board in 2006 consisted of Al Haseman, Dave Royer, Denny Stiles and Jerry Bahl who was 

named president.  Today, they are all ready to retire from the board and are looking for 

replacements. 

 



Jerry has a goal of organizing the records and creating digital files before he retires.  With the 

help of his daughter Diane Mauten, they are investing countless hours checking the records that 

exist and the actual graves in the cemetery.  They take great pride in the cemetery and respect the 

work that has gone into creating the beautiful, park-like resting place people enjoy today.    

 

 

 

 

 

Miller Cemetery 

Located about a mile west of 

Somonauk Road at a curve in Duffy 

Road sits a quiet, country cemetery 

created by William and Jennetta 

Miller.  They donated one acre 

from their farm to the Miller 

Cemetery association in 1894.   

 

The first cemetery trustees were 

William Miller, Herman L. Baie, 

and William Cheeney.  The trustees 

created 81 lots with a possible 4 

burials per lot.  The land must have been a burial grounds before 1894 several tombstones have 

dates as early as 1835.  The cemetery today has memorials to nearly 200 people.  The long-time 

families of the area including Baie, Eastabrooks, Kaus and Ott are well represented. 

 

At a meeting of the Miller Cemetery Association held on September 12, 1925, the name of the 

cemetery was changed to Miller’s Hinckley Cemetery Association.  John A. Eastabrooks, whose 

farm was adjacent to the cemetery, was president at the time.  Since then, records are not detailed 

but the boards have included: Bill, Sandy and Don Frost, Norm Kuester, Howard Kaus, Ruth 

Lewis, Imas and Harley Mack, Ken and Chuck Ott, Anne Peppers, Ray Skau and Pete 

Wassmann. 

 

Donations to the cemetery in earlier years allowed the board to invest in stocks so that dividends 

today help keep the cemetery operating.  Board members have also made significant donations of 

their own.  When vandals destroyed some of the head stones in the 

1990s, the board had them repaired and paid to install the fence and 

gateway that is seen today.  The date on the gateway represents its 

installation rather than the date of the cemetery.  

  

Sandy Frost, who serves as the current president, got involved because 

the lawn needed mowing and she loves to mow.  She also lives close to 

the cemetery so she can keep and eye on it and help visitors.  Miller is a 

private cemetery that helps people remember family and friends who 

have helped to shape the Hinckley area. 

 


