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Cemetery Walk Attracts Interest in Ancestors 
 

October 23 was a beautiful, breezy day for the first cemetery walk sponsored by the Historical Society under 
the direction of board member Jennifer 
Klambauer.  Nearly 100 people from the 
community and beyond gathered to hear stories 
about some notable people from Hinckley, 
experience the beauty of Greenwood Cemetery and 
enjoy cider and apple donuts.  By popular demand, 
another walk will be planned for next year.   

Seven residents, dressed in period clothing, acted 
the parts of their deceased neighbors.  The 
following are a few comments from their 
presentations. 

Minnie Ott, as played by Becky Bernhardy, came 
from Minnesota to marry Christ Ott in 1897.  They 
established a home in town and had two daughters.  
Minnie loved to read poetry and was very active in 
Methodist Episcopal Church committees and organizations though she was a Lutheran by faith.  She 
contracted pneumonia at the age of 40 and died quickly.  Her final words to her family were to be true to 
Christ and the church. 

Julie Morsch conducted extensive research on Fannie McWethy who lived on Maple and Sycamore streets 
during her 49 years in Hinckley.  She married Orville Merrill, one of the first 
merchants in town in 1885 and they had one daughter.  Following Orville’s 
death in 1909, Fannie married Edward McWethy, an insurance agent with an 
office in Aurora.  Fannie loved to read and entertain ladies in her home.  
Before they both died in 1934, the McWethy’s helped pay off the mortgage 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church which was built in 1923.  

 

One of Hinckley’s doctors during the twentieth century was Herman 
Neubauer, played by Mark Bernhardy on the cemetery walk.  He started 
practice in Hinckley in 1917 right after medical school and established his 
practice by traveling to patients and even taking up flying to get there faster.  
Herman encouraged his brother Arthur to move to Hinckley from Minnesota 

and helped him open a drug store in 1920.  Herman’s medical practice grew especially after opening a second 
office in DeKalb.  In 1940 he took over the operations of the Waterman East Side Hospital which he ran 
successfully until his death in 1945.  Herman owned several farms and was helping on the farm when he was 
run over by a farm implement and crushed.  He was survived by his wife Clara, a daughter Virginia Pfundt, 
and two sons Robert and Ivan who were in the military. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1) 

Another of the first families in Hinckley was Gertrude 
Stewart, as played by Sally Thomson on the cemetery walk.  
Gertrude married James Stewart in 1887 and after living in 
California for a few years, they moved to Hinckley to farm in 
1905.  They purchased the John Sebree homestead where 
they lived for 44 years on the west side of Somonauk Road.  
Gertrude joined the Methodist Episcopal Church and was an 
active part of the church and on the building committee 
which erected a new building in 1923.  James died in 1930 
and Gertrude in 1949, leaving two daughters--Helen Nash 
and Jessie Schultz--and one son, James. 

John Sebree was the first permanent white settler in DeKalb County.  According to Dale Clark who 
impersonated Sebree. John came from Virginia, married Sarah Bateman in 1831 and moved to Indiana for a 
time before bringing his extended family to Hinckley in 1834.  The Sebrees built a shanty in which they lived 
for several weeks before constructing a log cabin.  John left his wife and young son in January to go for 
supplies in Bloomington.  With the help of the local Indians, Sarah survived until John returned in late 
February.  The young family farmed 300 acres on the west side of Somonauk Road for a time and eventually 
acquired another 320 acres north of what is now Rt. 30.  Their home served as a hotel for travelers.  In 1844 
they built a frame house at the corner of Somonauk and Rt 30 which stood until 2015.  John’s son Ray farmed 

the land until selling it to James Stewart.   John Sebree 
died in 1873 leaving his wife, and five children.  

The story of Alice Coulson was told by Susan Clark.  
Coulson was born on a farm Southeast of Hinckley in 
1875.  She graduated from school here and then studied 
to become a teacher at several schools including 
Jennings Seminary in Aurora and the Chicago Training 
School for Deaconesses.  She taught school in Hinckley 
and Sycamore before moving to teach in Iowa and 
Oakland, California.  Alice then focused on being a 
deaconess and working among the poor in San 
Francisco and Oakland.  She returned to Chicago to 
work with the poor.  Alice was found dead in her room 
on December 15, 1911 and her body was returned to 

Hinckley.  A large gathering of friends and relatives showed their esteem and love for Alice who was survived 
by her parents William and Phebe Coulson, brother Harry of Colorado and sister Ada Allen of Iowa. 

One of the richest men in DeKalb County spent most of his life in Hinckley and left a legacy of the 
Community Building to the township.  According to Rob Mason who impersonated Hiram Wagner, he moved 
from New York with his parents to farm in Big Rock in 1850.  Wagner enlisted in the 36th Illinois Volunteers 
and fought in the Civil War.  Upon returning to the farm in 1864 he soon entered a partnership with Frank 
Merrill in the mercantile business.  When the railroad came through Hinckley, Merrill and Wagner moved 
their store from Somonauk Road to the corner of Sycamore and Rt 30.  Their business grew and Wagner soon 
saw the need for a bank in Hinckley.  Merrill continued to run the mercantile business while Wagner 
concentrated on banking which soon became known as the First National Bank.  His financial knowledge was 
sought after and his investments expanded into phone companies and land speculation.  Wagner served as 
Village President for several years and became a generous benefactor.  Upon his death in 1921 he donated his 
mansion and large lot to the township along with funds to build the Community Building.  His house was 
relocated to May Street. 
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Change in Board Members 
 

Two of our active board members have reluctantly submitted resignations due to personal issues.  
We thank Jeff Wielert and Sally Thomson for their many contributions.  The search for successors, 
fortunately, didn’t take too long, as the board voted to add Tammy McQueen and Shawn McCrea as 
members of the board in October. 

Tammy (shown on the left) says my family moved to Hinckley when I was 18 months old and I 
never left.  “I was raised here, my children grew up in Hinckley and now my youngest son has 
purchased my childhood home in 2021.” Tammy, like many teenagers, found her first job at the 
Dairy Joy and then joined Pentair (also known as Aurora Pump) where she has worked in 
accounting/finance for 32 years.   

The Hinckley native went through K to 12 grades in the Hinckley Big Rock school system and 
served on the school board for two years.  She has also served as a board member of HHS several 
years ago.  Tammy says my interests are 
genealogy, scrapbooking and photography.  She 
has added photos of many local cemetery markers 
to Findagrave.com electronic cemetery records. 

Shawn Leifheit McCrea is another Hinckley 
native who is a product of the school system and 
believes strongly in a good foundation for 
learning.  She was raised on the Leifheit 
Homestead--settled in 1856 and located just west 
of Hinckley--with her six siblings.  When she 
married Mike McCrea, they settled in a house on 
South View Street where they have raised their 
family and lived for over 40 years.  Shawn holds 
an early childhood education license and currently 
owns the Building Block Preschool which she 
operates with her daughter Christina Miller.  

She says “I love learning more about Hinckley and its inhabitants. Past events and people help us to 
understand where we came from and how it affects Hinckley and all of us today.” 

Volunteer Opportunity 
The Historical Society needs help cataloging our collection.  As artifacts are donated, they need to be num-
bered, put in a database and placed in archival storage materials.  This preserves them for the future and al-
lows us to easily research our collection. 

If you enjoy history and are detail oriented, this is a perfect place for you to join our museum team and help 
us preserve Hinckley’s history. 

 

Training in the museum software Past Perfect and basic museum collection storage will be provided by Re-
becca Nickels, HHS board member who holds a degree in museum studies.  After your training, volunteer 
time can be flexible for your schedule.  Send an email to Hinckleyhistoricalsociety@gmail.com with your 
interest in helping and your contact information. 

mailto:Hinckleyhistoricalsociety@gmail.com


 

4   HHS News 2022, volume 2 

So Grateful for Your Support and Membership 
 
In this Thanksgiving season when we reflect upon the past year, your board of directors is especially grateful 
for the community support, program attendance and membership growth in the Historical Society.  It has 
indeed been an exciting year.  Your attendance at the early 2022 programs showed interest in heritage 
recipes and hot fiddles.  Then during the summer there were three band concerts to remind the community 
about the history of band music to Hinckley over the years and its importance as a part of the school 
curricula.  Finally, there were the showing of the film  
“Ghost Army” with Hinckley veteran Walter Manser, the 
first cemetery walk and five newsletters full of recent stories 
about the community. 
 
All these activities out in the community came during a time 
the museum was being enlarged—more than doubling our 
space for viewing displays, researching family history, and 
visiting.  New displays will be created this winter in time to 
reopen the museum next spring.  There was interest in 
creating a new endowment fund at the historical society this 
year to provide for expanded programming for years to come 
and as a remembrance for family members who have been a 
part of the community’s growth and success.  The first 
donations were in memory of Jeanne Pritchard, and Kenneth 
and Katherine McGirr.  Contact the museum if you would 
like to make legacy gifts for family members. 
 
All of these free programs in 2022 would not have been possible without your membership dues and 
donations.  Plans are underway for more programs, speakers, and concerts next year.  Your board of 
directors invite you to be part of preserving and sharing the wonderful stories of Hinckley and its 
surrounding townships. 
 
Help make our local history come to life and relevant for our times.  There are three ways to renew your 
membership and make a year-end donation to HHS.   
1)Send your check and membership form to HHS at P.O. Box 486, Hinckley, IL 60520.   
2) Scan the QR code.  
3) Visit http://givebutter.com/aqXHTO.   
 
Thank you for helping us serve this community. 

 
Membership in Hinckley Historical Society 

 
Name:____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address___________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:_______________________Email:_______________________________ 
 
Memberships:  Individual $15, family $25, business $30, Lifetime $500. 
 
___Would you like color newsletters by email or ___black and white copies by US mail? 
 
___Send me information on a donation to the Endowment Fund. 

http://givebutter.com/aqXHTO


 

 
 HHS News 2022, volume 5  5 

Local Teacher Competes in State Games of America 
Dr. Ben Mueller has been competing in Wisconsin (Badger) State Games since high school.  The current 
Hinckley-Big Rock High School math/health teacher admitted “I have always been a big fan of athletic 
festivals where they have a variety of competitive games going on simultaneously.”  He continued to 
compete in masters track and swimming events over the years and has always been intrigued by the State 

Games of America (SGA), a national caliber event 
hosted by the National Congress of State Games.  
There are over 50 events in cycling, track, 
swimming, basketball, soccer, and baseball. 

The SGA games move around the country every 
two years and since the 2022 event was held in 
Des Moines and Ames, Iowa, Mueller decided to 
try to qualify and compete nationally with athletes 
from all 50 states.  He did just that this year in 
both swimming and track. 

“I trained pretty much on my own at the DeKalb 
YMCA doing a combination of running, 
swimming, and cycling plus weight-lifting,” he 
said.  This year he had a college swimmer help 
him with stroke technique, turns, starts, and other 
swimming mechanics.  “The young 19-year-old 

enjoyed coaching a guy that was more than twice his age,” the health teacher admits.  He also trained on 
a track for the mile event. 

Mueller described the event’s opening ceremony as similar to the 
Olympic games where the athletes from each state marched in a 
parade led by a flag bearer.  “It was my good fortune to be 
nominated as the Illinois flag bearer. 

In the competition, Mueller felt a little 
like 1972 U.S. Olympic swimmer Mark 
Spitz who became the first athlete to win 
seven gold medals in a single Olympic 
Games.  

The HBR teacher, however, only captured 6 gold medals and one silver in 
swimming.  He proudly displays his medals in 100 and 200 breaststroke, 50 
and 200 backstroke, 50 and 800 freestyle and 100 individual medley. 

The teacher has also been competing yearly in road races and triathlons since 
high school.  This summer he completed a triathlon in Door County, 
Wisconsin and in New York.   

Congratulations to Dr. Ben Mueller, a health teacher who practices what he preaches! 

 

 

Board Members: 

President - Bob Pritchard 

Vice Pres. – Cathy Bartels 

Secretary – Jennifer Klambauer 

Treasurer - Pat Bastian 

At Large Members – Shawn McCrea, Tammy McQueen, Rebecca Nickels, and Ardith Trumpy 

Newsletter published by Bob and Mary Pritchard 
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Events: 

December 2: Christmas Tree 
lighting and singing 

Membership Renewals are 
due January 1  

Follow us on Facebook for 
comments, pictures and 
events.   

145 E. Lincoln Ave., Hinckley, IL 60520  

HinckleyHistoricalSociety@gmail.com 

Facebook: Hinckley Historical Society 

Website: Hinckleyhistoricalsociety.com 

Phone: 815-761-4058 

Be Thankful 

Thanksgiving poems were common in the 19th and 20th centuries.   

We hope you enjoy this one from an unknown author in that time period. 

Be thankful that you don’t already have everything 
you desire.  

If you did, what would there be to look forward to? 

 

Be thankful when you don’t know something, 

For it gives you the opportunity to learn. 

 

Be thankful for the difficult times. 

During those times you grow. 

 

Be thankful for your limitations,  

Because they give you opportunities for improvement. 

 

Be thankful for each new challenge, 

Because it will build your strength and character. 

 

Be thankful for your mistakes, 

They will teach you valuable lessons. 

 

Be thankful when you’re tired and weary,  

Because it means you’ve made a difference. 

 

It’s easy to be thankful for the good things. 

A life of rich fulfillment comes to those who are 

also thankful for the setbacks. 

 

Gratitude can turn a negative into a positive. 

Find a way to be thankful for your troubles, 

And they can become your blessings. 


