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Mary Alms Mack Shares Her Memories

Not many people call the Village of Clare home but that was the closes town to the farm where Mary was born
to Frank and Carolyn Alms in 1928. She recalls Clare had a grocery store, tavern, and post office. Also there
was the Alms country school on South Mayfield Road that she attended :

with about 15 other students.

Mary had five brothers who helped on the farm while Mary learned to
cook. She had to use the wood cook stove and pump water by hand.
“We didn’t get electricity on the farm until the mid 1940s,” she recalls.

“We were excited when we heard electricity was coming to our area in
1942 to make life easier.” However, about the same time her father, who
rented the farmland, learned the family had to move to another farm
north of Waterman. “That farm didn’t have electricity either and Mother
was very disappointed,” Mary recalls. The family was only there two
years when their veterinarian happened to ask if they wanted to move to
his farm on Love’s Road by the DeKalb airport. “We not only had electricity there but also running water and
indoor bathrooms.”

Mary’s family is shown in the early 1960s: (L-R) Leonard, Robert, father Frank, Mary, Mother Carolyn, and James Ulms. Brothers
Jack and Frank Jr. had passed away by this time. (continued on page 2)

Balancing School Work With Their Animals

By Deb Hervey, HBRES Principal

"% We are excited to introduce you to some extraordinary young
= students who balance the world of education with their deep-
| rooted passion and love for farm animals These remarkable

3 '. | they are also budding farmers, dedicated to the care and exhlbltlon
of farm animals. You'll be amazed at how they manage to juggle
school Work with the respons1b1hty and commltment that comes

Hollyn Fatland is a 4th grader at HBRES. Along with her 2
sisters, Hollyn is the 3rd generation of her family to show pigs at
" county fairs and national shows. Hollyn cares for her pigs 365
" days a year. She feeds them each morning and each evening. In
. addition, Hollyn has to walk her pigs in order to get them used to
% walking in a ring for shows.

L Along with being a member of 4-H, Hollyn loves to play soccer.
Her favorite pig is Betty, who likes to cuddle. Don’t let that sound

(continued on page 3)
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(Mary, continued from page 1)

Mary graduated from DeKalb High School in 1946 and
continued her education in Rockford to become a
beautician. The family moved again to a house in
Malta that her brothers had built for their parents. Mary
worked from a beauty shop in the family home for six
years until two girlfriends encouraged her to take over
their beauty shop in DeKalb.

The shop was on the second floor near the train tracks
on 3" Street. “We heard every train and my customers
had to be in good health to make it up the stairs,” she
laughed. Three of her
customers would become
her relatives: Marjorie
and Dorothy Mack and
their mother Selma.
Mary knew their brother
Don since they
graduated in the same

. class but the sisters never
mentioned another
brother Harley. Mary
would have to wait to
strike up an acquaintance
with Harley until they
met while bowling on
Monday nights.

1

A romance developed and they were married in 1965—
a love affair that lasted for 46 years. While Harley
farmed with his 2 brothers, Mary continued her
beautician business. The couple moved to one of their
farms on Somonauk Road in 1970.

The Mack farm where Mary lives was acquired by relative Hartmann
Schule in 1852 from virgin land grants the government gave to recruit
soldiers.

“I loved the farm life but the house we moved into was

a mess,” she recalls. “Nevertheless we lived in the
house while Harley’s brother Imas remodeled and
expanded the house. I set up a beauty shop in the
basement and would help Harley during harvest.”

For entertainment, the couple continued bowling and
joined a card club with neighbors. Card games became
an obsession Mary admits. “One game went until 3 in
the morning before a winner was decided.” The ‘card
gang’ is pictured in the late 1990s.

(L—R) Allan Bastian, Mary Mack, John Morsch, Harley Mack, Marilyn
and Norman Dienst, Don Mack, Betty Morsch, Irmgard Mack, David
Kennedy, Jane and Wilbur Bastian, and Sue and Pete Wassmann.

Besides still playing cards, Mary continues her hobby
of taking and reviewing pictures—thousands of them—
from the many trips she and Harley took, especially
after the Mack brothers retired from farming in 1992.
On one trip to the
Canary Islands, the
couple flew to Morocco
for the day. Mary found
a brass platter she had
to have and still proudly
displays.

Even after a knee
replacement, Mary’s
legs aren’t functioning
like she wants. “I
should have had both
knees replaced,” she
laments. Still, Mary
Mack actively communicates on the computer, and
visits by cell phone. Soon to be 96, Mary has visions of
renewing her driver’s license. Until then, her niece
Jenny and nephew Ron are great assistants.

Mary welcomes visitors and loves to recall travels,
friendships and all the things she used to do. And ask
to see her pictures.

|
I You can still call (815-751-3033) to arrange a special tour.
|
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(Balancing, continued from page 1)

too sweet- Betty and the other pigs are loved while they go
from wild to tame to bacon for breakfast enjoyment.

Our next hvestock -loving student is Scott Pritchard, a 5th
grader and the 8" generation of family farmers. Scott shows
cattle at many area fairs.

He receives his cattle as “bucket calves” and raises them until
they are about 1- 2 years old. One of the most challenging
aspects of raising and showing cattle is teaching them to walk
with a halter.

Scott’s favorite calf is Peanut. He bottle- fed Peanut 3 or more
times a day for months. Now he feeds Peanut oats, corn, and
barley twice a day. Scott shared a few tricks he has learned; he
guides the cattle to keep their legs in a showman style position
and he scratches his animal’s underbelly to keep them calm
during shows. Scott stays in shape playing soccer.

Josie Willrett is a
horse- loving farmer. She enjoys showing her horses at both
"+ area fairs and local rodeos. Josie rides on Western saddles and
has 2 horses she considers her favorite- Dolly and Peanut. Josie
Y explains that there are various types of horses- or purposes for
W= horses. She works with cow horses and barrel horses.

Cow horses help farmers work with their livestock, specifically
~ cattle. Barrel horses are taught skills such as jumping and
- showman skills. As a 4-H show person and a junior rodeo
linais Jr Rpdeo ﬁ}“‘a“ contestant, Josie has earned quite a few belt buckles and ribbons.

- = M If you sce this 4th grader on the soccer field, be sure to ask her to

8 see her belt buckle too!

4 & The last person we interviewed is James Davis. This 4th grader
 is also in 4-H. He has been working with sheep on his famlly S
§ farm in Morrison,
IL for as long as
he can remember.
James feeds his
sheep hay and he preps them for showing. In early Spring,
James assists with shearing the sheep to prepare their shapes
for showing. Then, James hand shears his sheep just before
showing.

James shows sheep at county, state and national shows. He has
traveled to shows from Wyoming to Ohio. A highlight was
when Lizzie, one of his sheep, won the National Point
Champion award. James’s favorite sheep is by far his ram,
Peanut Butter Cup--named for his brown and black coloring.
Peanut Butter Cup has become a buddy for James, who has
raised him and cared for him since birth.

For these and a unique handful of other HBR elementary

students, fairs are an opportunity to showcase beloved

livestock. And the aspect of showing the animals is just a small part of the work these students put into
raising, caring for, training and finally showing their animals. Whether it is through 4-H or being a part of a
family farm, we celebrate our agricultural- rich culture here at HBR- and we thank our students for sharing
their many skills and talents.
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%% Hinckley Graduate Enshrined in Aviation Hall of Fame %%

The Historical Society is in the process of gathering stories about residents
and the experiences and impacts they have made in their lives. The
following information was shared by Dorothy Myers, and Aleata, David
and Russel Evans who are relatives of Floyd Evans.

When high school graduates depart, they are often told many will move on

% and their class prophecies won’t accurately predict their futures. That
prediction was certainly true for a Hinckley graduate in 1912 who came to
our attention recently when his relatives visited the museum and shared
memories about their great uncle Floyd “Duffy” Evans. This son of local
farmers John and Mary Evans was born in 1893 and matured quickly
following his father’s death in 1902.

According to articles in the Hinckley Review newspaper,
Floyd left the area after graduation to pursue a dream of flying
and serving in the emerging U.S. aerial corps. As a student at
the University of Illinois, Floyd enrolled in the Reserve
Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC) and was accepted into the
# Cadet Squadron A, Unit 1. He received his first plane ride in
August 1917 from an instructor who had been flying since
1907.

When the U.S. entered World War I, Floyd was stationed in

France and made many flights over German positions. On one
_ such low-level flight he was struck by ground fire which

' incapacitated his foot but he was able to land his plane safely
' while demonstrating “courage and coolness.”
' : For his efforts, Captaln Floyd received the

French Croix de Guerre Award from the Commander in Chief of the French
Armies (shown above).

XX

%% Following the war, Evans lived in Ohio and stayed in the reserves until g
bemg named commander of the 107" National Guard Observation Squadron s Y {
i% in Michigan. While on a training flight in 1928, Major Evans had to /
parachute from his plane when a wing broke off during maneuvers. rye

Evans was named Director of the Michigan State Board of Aeronautics in
1930, a post he held for 28 years. Besides enforcing air regulations, Evans
initiated many of Michigan’s Aeronautics Commission programs, advanced aerial tourism
and gained a national reputation for laying out the first statewide airport program in the
nation. He served during WWII by working with the Free French to pave the way for an
American invasion of Africa in 1942. In 1958 he was again called up for duty during the
Korean Conflict, making it the third military action he experienced.

He was promoted to Brigadier General (Retired) in 1960. Floyd Evans died from a stroke in
1966 and was enshrined into the Michigan Aviation Hall of Fame in 1998 for his long
exemplary service and distinguished military aviation career.

T A e A A R e e A o e e e o e e o
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Mother Relives Her Youth
By Jeff Wielert

It’s not often that a son takes the time to visit with his mother about her youth. I hadn’t until challenged to
capture the memories of someone for the Historical Society collection. It was a great opportunity to
interview my mother—Bette Richards Wielert.

Mom was born in Sandwich, Illinois in September 1937 to Doras L. Richards (Del) and Sarah Campbell
Richards (Sally). They lived along Route 34 east of Earlville until 1947 when they moved to a farm on
Hinckley Road, about a mile north of town. Del farmed and was later in real estate, while Sally was a
homemaker and teacher. She received her teaching certification from the Northern Illinois State Teachers
College in DeKalb, which is now NIU. When they came to Hinckley, they did not know anyone, however a
couple of families from the Methodist Church reached out to them and made them feel welcome.

Moving from Earlville was a huge transition for a ten-year-old. My mom was used to a one-room country
school but in Hinckley she rode the school bus to the grade school in town where she experienced being in a
classroom with lots of her peers. She met Arlene Abell (now Petschke) while riding the bus and became
close friends with other kids from the country like Irene Barr (Kaufman), Janice Schumacher (Bastian), and
Charlotte Mullis (Johnson). One of her favorite memories and greatest joys was joining the band in 5™
grade and playing the coronet.

During the holidays after the Richards moved to Hinckley, mom remembers going go back to Earlville to
spend time with their families that remained there. After a few years, however, they spent the holidays with
their Hinckley friends from church such as Bob and Marge Dwyer, and Chuck and Gerry James. Mom
fondly remembers Thanksgiving meals consisting of turkey, a Jello salad of some sort, scalloped corn, and
sweet potatoes cut up into hunks and lathered with butter and brown sugar. Christmas meals were much the
same except they generally enjoyed ham instead of turkey.

Mom told of one Christmas when she asked for a radio. She couldn’t wait to open presents so she decided

_ to snoop in the gifts under the tree until she found it. Come Christmas morning there
o| was no surprise feeling when she opened the gift so she decided never to snoop again.
One of her favorite presents was a special, fancy doll that Santa brought her. She still
% has the doll today.

. In 1953, the family moved to town on the east side of Maple Street between “Sport”
and Louise Bastian and the Weddiges. The yellow house was too small for his family
so Del added an addition to accommodate Bette and her brothers Jerry and Tom.
Mom remembers the living room had beautiful stained-glass panels, there were three
bedrooms, a large kitchen, and bathroom.

.
~
-

= When they moved to town from the farm, mom had more of an opportunity to meet
= and make more friends. Among them were Jeryl Morsch, Barbara Dillenback, and

(o

L 4 SRS }fi Lois Burmeister. Lois was the younger sister of Warren (Red) Burmeister who at one

o time owned the laundromat, the Dairy Joy ice cream shop, and a race car. The fun-
loving girls drove Red’s yellow pickup truck up and down the streets of town for entertainment with Lois
doing most of the driving.

Mom said she liked all of her teachers in school but her favorite was Lavonne Nelson who introduced her to
the love of literature, poems, and English. She recalled Mrs. Nelson reciting Gunga Din by Rudyard
Kipling and introducing her to Joyce Kilmer’s “Trees”, and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. Mrs. Nelson
also created a love for reading in Mom which persists to this day. She reads books daily along with her
Bible and several devotionals. Mom also writes in her journal everyday.

When mom was old enough to have a part-time job, she started with detasseling corn in the summer. She
said it wasn’t so much fun, but the pay allowed her to buy her own clothes for school. Later she worked for

(continued on page 6)
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(Mother, continued from page 5)

Gertrude Synder at Synder’s Restaurant and for Charles and Berdina Bergstrand at
the Tasty Pastry Shop (now the Hinckley Café).

She tells that they were wonderful folks and Charlie’s chocolate cookie was her
favorite. He also cooked up cube steak sandwiches on Saturdays for all of his
helpers that still bring a smile. While mom was helping me at Bountiful Blessings,
we tried to make Charlie’s cookies, but could never get it quite right.

Looking back on her life in Hinckley, mom recalls how she was welcomed here;
how her neighbors became best of friends. She hopes Hinckley residents will
always reach out to the newcomers and show them the love and friendship she and
her family have experienced. Hinckley is a place where people take care of their
property and look out for each other. In the words of Bette Richards Wielert,
“Hinckley has always been home, through and through.”

Do You Remember.....

@)
; ; Imagine what it would be like to have amnesia. You don’t remember your friends,
where you live, if you have a family, what career you had, and so much more.

Memories. They are important for shaping who we are, our direction in life, for
learning from past experiences. The Hinckley Historical Society was created in
2007 to preserve memories for our community. Organized to gather pictures,
letters, stories, and artifacts before they were lost.....forever.

In this Thanksgiving season when we reflect upon the past year, your board of directors is especially grateful
for the community support, program attendance, and membership growth in the Historical Society. Your
donations helped us expand, remodel and build news exhibits in the museum. Then during the summer there
were four band concerts to remind the community about the history of music in Hinckley and its importance
as a part of the school curricula. Finally, there were programs about past businesses, the film made in
Hinckley, another cemetery walk among our ancestors, and five newsletters full of recent stories about the
community. All made possible because of your financial support.

Donation. Help make our local history come to life in 2024 and relevant for our times with a year-end
donation to HHS. Whether $100, $500 or $1,000, you will be helping the community
remember and making our programs possible. F

There are three ways to respond. 1) Send your check to HHS at 141 E. Lincoln Ave.,
Hinckley, IL 60520. OR 2) Scan the QR code to pay by credit card, OR go to
Givebutter.com/agXHTo and pay by credit card. Use the “donation option” and you can
also renew your membership for 2024.

Hinckley Historical Society Board Members:
President - Bob Pritchard

Vice Pres. — Cathy Bartels

Secretary — Jeff Wielert

Treasurer — Jennifer Klambauer
At Large Members —Shawn McCrea, Rebecca Nickels, Stephanie Shelton, Ardith Trumpy, and Jay Yaggie
Newsletter published by Bob and Mary Pritchard
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Cemetery Walk Stories

I It was a peaceful, sunny afternoon on September 24 for walking the Greenwood Cemetery to hear stories of
I six distinguished Hinckley residents and dedicate a memorial stone. Walk Chairperson Jen Klambauer said

| { - the seven impersonators did an excellent job of reliving the stories of
1 the deceased residents.

|
|
|
|
|
; Becky and Mark Bernhardy shared stories about Fannie Patterson, the !
Z first black graduate of Hinckley High School and what is now NIU. |
B They told how the town raised money for her graduation present and |
the College President’s glowing letter of recommendation. I
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

# NIU Vice President for Diversity Carol Sumner added comments
about the significance of Fannie’s challenges, determination and goals
+ that are inspirations to current NIU students. The University’s newest
3 dormitory has been named after the Hinckley graduate.

= NIU and the Historical Society paid for a memorial head stone for
Fannie that is positioned next to her mother and nephew. Copies of

% the Cemetery Walk stories are available without charge by contacting
the museum.

Alumnae Gather Every Month

The women graduates of Hinckley High School can’t wait for a special reumon to gather they meet every month
for lunch and visiting. Irene Barr Kaufman says after her class had its 60 reunion in 2015, they decided to have
_lunch together every month and then they started inviting all
I craduates from Hinckley to attend. At the meeting on

4 October 11, there were 10 alumna.

Irene also shared a picture of the 1955 Homecoming Parade
float by Wade Unit 598 of the American Legion Auxiliary.
Irene was the unit’s 1954 Girls State convention delegate.

According to a 1954 issue of the Hinckley Review
Newspaper, Girls State seeks to provide citizenship training
for high school girls and a practical application of

. Americanism. The girls role play as county officials and
state legislators and pass legislation.

(L-R) Marlene Haagenson, Irene Barr, and Lois Burmeister

Ways You Can Help By Volunteering
The museum invites your help with some ongoing projects. Just send an email, note or call with your interests
and we will help provide orientation. (hinckleyhistoricalsociety@gmail.com; 141 E. Lincoln Ave., Hinckley,
IL 60520; or 815-761-4058).
Greet visitors to the museum for 2 hours on Saturday (10-noon)

Organize HHS pictures and index them
Update our index of local obituaries
Help with museum housekeeping

Index our file of property abstracts

Assist with artifact accessioning (filing)

Assist in updating the Hinckley History book by Dorothy Phillips
Add material to our website

Search for missing copies of high school yearbooks

Write stories for the newsletter
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141 East Lincoln Ave., Hinckley, IL 60520
HinckleyHistoricalSociety@gmail.com
Facebook: Hinckley Historical Society
Website: Hinckleyhistoricalsociety.com
Phone: 815-761-4058

Events:

Museum is open Saturdays from 10
to Noon until December 16

See Christmas gift ideas at our
museum store

The museum will be closed for the
Winter from December 17 to
April 5

You may call for an appointment to
tour the museum this winter at
815-761-4058

A year-end donation will support our
programming.

Follow us on Facebook for
comments, pictures and events.

Time to Renew Your Membership

Don’t miss an issue of the Hinckley Historical Society newsletter or being a part of
preserving our history. Renew your annual membership in HHS and consider
giving a membership to a friend as a gift. Thank You.

Hinckley Historical Society 2024 Membership

Name:

Address

Phone: Email:

Memberships: Individual $15, family $25, business $30, Lifetime $500.

__Would you like color newsletters by email or _ black and white copies by U.S. mail

Send me information on a donation to the Endowment Fund

Respond to HHS at 141 E. Lincoln Ave., Hinckley, IL 60520 OR scan the QR code to pay by credit
card OR follow link to givebutter.com/agXHTo and pay by credit card.
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