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Taking “a Giant Leap” for Learning 
by HBR STEAM instructor Kristen Delisio 

As a child, I loved to learn.  The problem was I struggled in a 

traditional learning environment. I couldn’t connect with worksheets 

and sitting at a desk all day.  I knew even at a young age there had to 

be more than one way to learn.  

That was the mindset I had while preparing the new STEAM program 

(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math) at Hinckley Big 

Rock Elementary School.  To create a program that would reach 

learners of all kinds.  I was in luck because I quickly learned that this 

was a district that empowers their educators to teach in a way that 

benefits both students and teachers.  We are encouraged to teach to our 

strengths and think out of the box when approaching lessons.  This 

freedom was a perfect fit for me and I anxiously awaited the start of the 

2022-2023 school year as a new teacher in the district.                                               (continued on page 2) 

  

Class Helps Record History 
A new high school elective class at HBR will be working with the Historical Society to record comments 
about life in Hinckley.  The class, taught by social studies teacher Nick Sullivan, will focus on history since 

1991 with four research projects and a community service 
activity.  Sullivan explains the course is intended to 
encourage critical thinking, discuss more recent U.S. history, 
and develop research skills.  “I think it’s important for 
students to also learn about the community where they live,” 
he adds, “and to provide service to the town.” 

The class will work with the Historical Society in identifying 
several people for students to interview and record their 
comments about life in the area.  “HHS is delighted to work 
with the school and to have the students’ help in recording 
memories and stories about life in our time,” says HHS Vice 
President Cathy Bartels.  “The Society will discuss its work 
in preserving history—even current events that will become 
part of our history—and sharing it in ways that will be 
meaningful to others.” 

The Historical Society recently received a grant from META, to purchase computers, IPAD and computer 
software to record local stories and share them at the museum’s theater and in collections.  Involving the 
students is a good way to share the community’s history with them and involve them in collecting and telling 
            (continued on page 3) 
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(LEAP, continued from page 1 

What a year!  The STEAM program was welcomed with open arms by students, staff, families, and the 

community.  I received countless messages from parents stating how wonderful it was for their children to come 

home excited to share what they learned in school.  Students were applying the STEAM concepts at home, 

creating marble runs out of cardboard and digital 3D designs on their Chromebooks.  

Every student from early childhood through 5th grade was able to find success in the 

classroom through activities that encouraged true problem solving and critical 

thinking, skills that aren’t developed through worksheets. 

The success at HBR caught the attention of a professor at Northern Illinois 

University.  I was encouraged to apply for the Smithsonian’s Air and Space Museum 

Teacher Innovator Institute to further enhance my skills at connecting STEAM 

education with authentic learning.  This was a two-year program where only 30 

educators from across the nation were selected to spend two weeks each year in 

Washington, DC.  With the support of my school and the Glidden Homestead 

Museum in DeKalb, I was accepted in mid-April 2023.  The collaboration with other 

participants began well before the July institute.  There were teachers from Alaska, a military base on Guam, a 

Crow Indian Reservation in Montana among other states.   

This was my first trip to Washington, DC and I was immediately struck by the living history of our country. The 

institute was primarily held in both the National Air & Space Museum and the lesser known Udvar-Hazy Center.  

The latter is an airplane hangar full of historical aircraft such as the Enola Gay, SR-71 Blackbird, and the Space 

Shuttle Discovery.  At the Air & Space Museum I stood next to the original Wright Brothers plane and Neil 

Armstrong’s Apollo 11 spacesuit.  For the first time in my life I was speechless. 

While standing amongst such historical items, we learned the value of object-based learning--using tangible items 

such as artifacts from a museum or digital representations as a tool for learning. This approach reaches learners in 

a multi-sensory format resulting in stimulating curiosity, promoting critical thinking, and facilitating personal 

connections.  

The next two weeks my colleagues and I engaged in the ultimate hands-on 

learning. We used modern technology such as codable robots and portable 

multi-sensors combined with historical artifacts to create an indelible learning 

experience.  After all, if the purpose of a museum is to connect, inspire, 

preserve, and educate, the Smithsonian is a leader in this mission.  I look 

forward to working with our own Hinckley and Big Rock museums to utilize 

object-based learning. 

Hinckley Historical Society Board Members: 

President - Bob Pritchard 

Vice Pres. – Cathy Bartels 

Secretary – Jeff Wielert 

Treasurer – Jennifer Klambauer 

At Large Members –Shawn McCrea, Rebecca Nickels, Stephanie Shelton, Ardith Trumpy, and Jay Yaggie 

Newsletter published by Bob and Mary Pritchard 
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(HISTORY, continued from page 1) 

stories Bartels continues.  The Society’s effort to collect and preserve 
memories is part of state and national efforts to record oral histories.  “We 
just recently became aware of the Smithsonian Institution’s ongoing 
program to capture stories from main street America, especially small towns 
and rural areas.  We like the idea and hope to share some of the stories from 
Hinckley with them.” 

Sullivan has been teaching at HBR since 2021 and brings enthusiasm for 
history and engagement with students.  “I grew up in the Chicago Suburbs 
where it was big and crowded, he recalls.  “I was attracted to teach at HBR 
because of its size and community feel.”  He found his career in teaching 
when he was a counselor in summer camp working with youth.  “I like 
interacting with students and seeing them grow as they learn new things.” 

He became interested in community service by watching his dad volunteer at Ronald McDonald House.  “I 
feel it’s important to give back to the community where you live.” Service 
learning seeks to inspire students to look beyond the walls of the classroom and 
move into the community so that they can connect and apply what they’ve 
learned in coursework with the reality of lived human experience.  

Sullivan’s favorite section of history is the study of the Civil War and the 
personalities of that time.  “We can learn from the leadership styles of Lincoln, 
Grant, and others as we discuss our nation’s current search for leaders who can 
bring the country together and focus on what it means to be an American.”  He 
delights in raising questions for students and watching the discussion as they 
explain their answers with fellow students. 

County Barn Tour Visits Pierce 
Well-over 400 people toured seven old barns in the Pierce and Afton Township area on August 12 as part of 
the 9th Annual DeKalb County Barn Tour.  Not only did the visitors enjoy the barn architecture and hospitality 
of the owners but also the history of how the barns have been used.    

Three of the properties were originally acquired through a government warrant for military service.  From 
1788 to 1855 the United States granted land warrants to attract military enlistments.  The warrants between 
1847 and 1855 were increasingly generous as soldiers were needed for the Mexican War but also included 
surviving veterans of all wars since 1790. No land bounties were offered to Civil War veterans, but Union 
soldiers could deduct the time they served from the residency requirements of the Homestead Act passed in 
1862. 

 One of the three land warrants was issued in 1850 to John H Foster on McGirr Road.  The 160 Acres later 
become the homestead of August Kaus and the farmstead is now owned by Nicholas and Julie Johnson.  The 
other two land warrants were issued to Francis Crawford for 160 acres on Howison Road and 160 Acres to 
John White on Crego Road.  

The other Pierce township barns are shown below as artist sketches.  The Faivre barn was built about 1900, 
the Cessna Barn dates from the 1870s and the Pritchard barn from 1849.           

Karl Faivre, Gurler Road Brad Cessna, Kesslinger Road Bob & Mary Pritchard,  Perry Road 
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Award Winning Teacher Credits Life Experiences 
HBR’s Agricultural Science teacher Tracey Sanderson was one of five 
exceptional educators in DeKalb County honored this spring by the Regional 
Office of Education and the DeKalb County Community Foundation.  However, 
Sanderson missed the awards program because she was on another international 
trip gaining experiences to utilize with her students and sharing her love of 
teaching. 

Sanderson had made plans to visit Mogotio, Kenya (Africa) to see friends there 
and teach in an elementary school.  She traveled with her oldest daughter, Lillian, 
and four friends from Shabbona.  

The Agriculture teacher grew up in the Shabbona area but her view of the world 
soon changed when she enrolled in an exchange program during college and 
attended Aeres University in the Netherlands.  The exchange program was her 
first trip out of the U.S. and Tracey feels it made her who she is today. 

“International experiences gave me a bigger perspective about life, made me grow as a person, and instilled a 
desire to help others,” she said.  Sanderson has taught at HBR for 11 years and was recognized in 2022 by 

the HBR school district as one of four leaders in education.   

Tracey said the idea of traveling to Kenya had been developing for 
several years.  “One of my friends from Shabbona and his wife Nelly had 
started a non-profit company called TechLit Africa to provide used 
computers and teach students to use them.”  While she had supported 
their work, Tracey wanted to see the results first-hand.  She planned to 
visit these friends at their home in Mogotio, teach at the elementary 
school there about what I know best—agriculture, and tour Kenya with 
my daughter, Tracey recalls.  Seen here is Nelly introducing some of the 
students to the Sandersons. 

Tracey contacted the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau staff about reworking some of their “Ag in the 
Classroom” material, since agriculture is an international subject.  “It 
was a very beautiful experience to adapt our county and Illinois material 
for an international class,” she notes.  “Lessons for the kindergarten 
through eighth grade classes dealt with the water cycle, dairy-made ice 
cream, seed germination and super corn polymers.”  

She also observed how learning digital skills was helping the young 
people in that rural town find more jobs on-line than were 
available locally.  Pictured is her daughter Lilly in a computer 
classroom.   

Tracey gained a lot of pictures and experiences to share with her 
HBR students too.  From viewing wildlife near Mt. Kilimanjaro to 
sunsets over the Indian Ocean, from life in a small rural 
community to the desire of students--there as well as here--to 
learn.  “By my example, I hope to encourage my students to 
travel,” Sanderson adds.  “You will get a broader perspective, 
meet new people, learn about different cultures, and appreciate the 
systems we have in the U.S.”  
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Hinckley Historic Markers Help Remember 
DeKalb County is rich with significant events over time which are often remembered with historic markers 
along roads, in parks or by buildings.  The DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage Association has been a 
leader in gathering information about these events and erecting historic markers.  They published a booklet 
in 2018 describing these markers and providing a self-guided driving tour to them.   

Hinckley has its share of significant events which are remembered in markers and plaques around town but 
some were not included in the county driving tour.  Stop and take a look at the following markers and 
places. 

First Permanent Settlement in the County.  The Daughters of the American 
Revolution erected a granite marker in 1917 near the site of John Sebree’s cabin 
in recognition of the first permanent settlement of DeKalb County in 1834.  
Because the stone pillar was placed next to Somonauk Road just south of the 
railroad tracks, it indicated the cabin was 192 feet west.  The DeKalb County 
Board paid to move the monument off 
railroad property to Pioneer Park in August 
1942. 

Site of Globetrotters’ Game.  According 
to the Harlem Globetrotters, their first 
basketball game outside of Chicago was 
played in the new Hinckley High School 
gym in 1927.  A section of the gym floor 
has been preserved and is displayed in the 

HBR Elementary School hallway. 

Hinckley’s First School.  When the railroad came to the area in 1871, a new town 
sprung up a mile east of the first settlement.  Though there was a school along 
Somonauk Road, parents wanted a new school in Hinckley which opened in 1873 
at the corner of McKinley and May.  When it burnt in 1889, residents quickly had 
a new school built that served as grade school and high 
school until 1925.  The building continued to be used as a 
grade school until 1968 when it was replaced and later 
demolished.  A marker with the old school bell sits along 
May Street.  

Golden Age of Bands.  There have been orchestra’s and 
bands in Hinckley since before 1900.  The bands during the 1940s, ‘50s and early 
‘60s were recognized for their excellent music in contests, parades and fairs.  A 
tribute to the bands of that era and the exceptional director R.B. Wight and his wife 
Edna are noted on a marker along Maple Street on the Community Building lawn 

where bands frequently played during 
the summers.  

Oldest Business Helped Farmers.  
Hinckley Concrete Products Company, 540 W Lincoln Ave.,  
has evolved since it began making clay drainage tile for farmers 
in 1878.  The tile drained excess water from the farm fields 
which helped crops to be more productive.  The plant moved 
north of Lincoln Ave. and sold part of its property for the new 
high school in 1924.  It then converted to making cement 
products.  The site is idle today ready for the next chapter in its 
history surrounded by the school and residential property.  
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Endowment Provides Legacy and New Directions  

Homesteader Donations to date: 

Pritchard Family Roots Are Deep in Squaw Grove and Pierce 
Townships 

Bob and Mary Pritchard value preserving the history of our community 
and made the initial donation to the Endowment Fund in honor of their 
ancestors.  The Gerlachs and Buerers were among the earlier settlers in 
1849 to farm in Pierce Township.  The Hages and Dolders moved to the 
Hinckley area in 1903 on a farm where one of the first schools was built 
and the woods that gave the township its name.  The Pritchard family 
continues their ancestors’ tradition of farming, being active in local 
organizations, education, and units of government.   

Their gift to the Endowment will allow the Historical Society to expand 
its value to the community. Pictured are Mary and Bob Pritchard in the 
center with their family: (top row) Becky and Greg, and Matt and Rowena;  (front row) Greg’s children Mark 
and Scott, and Matt’s children Miriam and Jamie. 

McGirr Family Honors Parents Kenneth and Kathryn 

Vincent, Kevin, and Craig McGirr wanted to honor their parents’ involvement and love of the community with a 
lasting memorial.  They chose to contribute to the new Hinckley Historical Society 
Endowment Fund which was created for just such a purpose of sharing the stories of 
people who have helped to shape the histories of Squaw Grove and Pierce 
Townships.   

The young couple settled on the Colbe farm on Governor Beveridge Highway so 
Kathryn’s parents could retire and move to town.  Kenneth served on the Fay School 
Board until the school consolidated with Hinckley in 1958.  Kathryn served as 
Squaw Grove Township Assessor for 21 years.  The couple retired from farming in 
1985 but remained very active members of the Hinckley community and of St. John 
the Baptist Catholic Church in Somonauk.  Kenneth passed away in 1999 and 
Kathryn in 2018. 

Since the Hinckley Historical Society purchased the 
1946 Hinckley Post Office and Hinckley Review 
newspaper headquarters for its museum in 2016, the 
focus has been on stabilizing, remodeling and expand-
ing the museum.  Many projects have been completed 
with the significant help of the community for which 
we express deep appreciation.  The Society’s attention 
now turns more intensely on longer-term programing, 
story writing, updating the Hinckley History book, 
and creating exhibits.  Such efforts--beyond the day-to
-day operations of the Society and museum—will re-
quire special funding. 

The Board of Directors has created the Hinckley His-
torical Society Endowment Fund to help finance this 
type of work.  They invite donations to foster the HHS 
mission, honor someone, or remember a loved one.   

A generous donation got the endowment started in 
2022 and now other families are joining in contrib-
uting.  The Endowment is managed by the DeKalb 
County Community Foundation (DCCF) that will 
make annual distributions from the interest earned for 
special HHS projects.  Donations to the Hinckley His-
torical Society Endowment are tax deductible.   

There are several levels of endowment donations that 
will be recognized on a permanent plaque at the muse-
um.   

Homesteader $10,000 or more 

Builder $5,000-9,999 

Pioneer $1,000-4,999 

Explorer $500-$999 
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Summer Band Concerts Well Received 
Hundreds of area residents enjoyed the second season of summer band concerts in the park which ended in 
August.  Organized by the Historical Society, the four concerts this year featured a wide variety of music, 
instruments, and vocal talent. 

The Society received grants to revive the summer concerts that were once a staple in Hinckley to provide 
entertainment, draw shoppers to town, and encourage people—both young and old—to learn to play an 
instrument.  Over the past two years, there were 7 bands that usually played on the lawn of the Community 
Building in a Ravinia-Style concert.  Two of the concerts were held indoors due to the threat of rain. 

The idea for the summer concerts grew from the 2022 dedication of the historical marker about the Golden Age 
of Bands in Hinckley.  The marker on the lawn of the Community Building recalls the successful bands of the 
1940s-‘50s-‘60s under the direction of R.B. Wight.   

HHS is seeking donations to continue the summer concerts in the park 
next year.  If you want the concerts to continue, join in helping make it 

possible.  Donations may be sent to 
HHS, 141 E. Lincoln Ave., Hinckley, 
IL  60520. 

(Clockwise) Bella’s Second Shot Band 
playing indoors, DeKalb Brass Band at the 
Festival Fireworks, Shade Tree Music 
Company, and 20-piece Fox Valley Brass 
Band. 

    

The Long Tradition of Homecomings  
The HBR High School Homecoming Parade on September 29 will 
continue a tradition in Hinckley that’s over a century old.  Over the 
past fifty years or so, the parades have been tied to school events.  In 
the early years, homecoming celebrations were in July or August and 
offered multiple activities for the whole town that lasted a weekend or 
longer.  

For example, Historical Society documents indicate the first 
Homecoming was sponsored by the Order of Modern Woodmen in 
1891 and featured a parade, picnic, ball game and political speeches.  
A 1912 Hinckley Review wrote about a celebration that included a parade for “anything on wheels”, a merry-go-

round, picnic dinner, dancing, a band playing all day, and an 
orchestra playing at night. 

The 1937 Homecoming attracted 6,000 people for the event with 
parade, races, and picnic. In the 1940s, 50s, and 60s homecomings 
featured elaborate floats sponsored by businesses, bands from 
neighboring towns, amusement rides, horse and pony shows, a 
ladies’ fair and baseball games.   

The HHS museum has a movie of one such parade. The last such 
homecoming was in 1967 when one of the amusement rides 
collapsed and injured several people.   
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Events: 

Museum is open every Saturday from 
10  to Noon 

September 23 Hinckley Art Festival, 
Maple Street 

September 24 Cemetery Walk, 3 p.m. 
Greenwood Cemetery 

September 29 HBR Homecoming 
Parade, McKinley Ave., 5 p.m. 

Watch for the October viewing of a 
movie made in Hinckley at the 
Community Building 

Follow us on Facebook for 
comments, pictures and events.   

141 East Lincoln Ave., Hinckley, IL  60520 

HinckleyHistoricalSociety@gmail.com 

Facebook: Hinckley Historical Society 

Website: Hinckleyhistoricalsociety.com 

Phone: 815-761-4058 

Stories at the Cemetery on  September 24th 
Some think that the dead tell no stories, but you will find 
out differently at the Historical Society’s second cemetery 
walk on Sunday Sept. 24 at Greenwood Cemetery.  
Hinckley residents will assume the role of their featured 
person and share interesting stories about their life.   

There will also be a dedication of a monument for Fannie 
Patterson who was buried in 1920 without a marker.  HHS 
spearheaded the drive to honor Fannie as the first Black 
graduate of Hinckley High and what is now Northern 
Illinois University.  NIU recently named their newest 
dormitory after Fannie to honor her example, dedication to 
help others and persistence over many difficulties. 

The walking tour will start at 3 p.m.—rain or shine—so dress accordingly.  There is no charge for the 
tour but donations will be accepted to support our programming.   Greenwood Cemetery is located on 
Somonauk Road a half mile south of Rt. 30. The HHS museum will be open following the walk.  


