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Made Fresh Everyday

In our fast-paced society few have enjoyed bakery items made fresh and never frozen. Those who have lived in Hinckley for over a
generation probably have memories of Goerlich’s Bakery and Luncheonette, which from 1961 to 1989 occupied the space where
the Hinckley Café is today. One of Gerhard and Ruth Goerlich’s daughters, Chris Goerlich Weber, lives in Aurora and on a
recent visit shared some of her memories.

“I was just two-years-old when my folks and sister moved to
Hinckley and bought the bakery from Charles Bergstrand,”
recalls Chris. The family lived above the bakery for 12 years
before moving to a house on Oak Knoll Street. “Every
morning six-days-a-week I would go downstairs to the bakery
and ‘help’ my parents serve customers” she said. “At first, I
was just the ‘taster’ and then the greeter that welcomed
customers from near and far.” As she got a little older, Chris’
father made a special step stool so she could reach the sink
and wash pans and dishes. Then she remembers cleaning the
floors, serving customers and helping her mother with frosting
the rolls and donuts. “It was a family affair and hard work.”

A story in the August 1, 1974 Hinckley Review provided the background on how Gerhard grew up in
Eastern Germany in a family that for generations had been professional butchers and bakers. After grade
school he went to a trade school for bakers, cooks, and butchers that included working half the day in a shop
for a merchant. After three years he became a journeyman and worked for another five years before taking
an examination and receiving a Master’s Diploma which allowed him to teach other bakers. (continued on page 2)

Dorothy Shares Memories

The Historical Society is collecting oral histories and recording interviews with those who are willing to share their
memories. Contact HHS 815-761-4058 to participate.

Among the earliest memories of six-year-old Dorothy
White Myers was learning her family had to move off their
family farm in Wilmington, Illinois to make room for a
U.S. government Ordnance Plant. In the fall of 1940 as the
government was quickly ramping-up preparations for
WWII, hundreds of farmers in a nearly 35,000-acre-area
were given 30 days to relocate and remove all of their
personal property.

“My dad and grandfather wanted to move to an area where |
they could work together but have separate farms,”
Dorothy recalls. It took them two years but Willard and
Marie White bought property on Duffy Road while George
and Catherine McQueen bought land on Governor
Beveridge Hwy. “It was a traumatic experience for our families,” she recalls.

(continued on page 3)
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(Goerlich’s, continued from page 1)

Gerhard met and married Ruth in 1950. They decided to be adventurous and see the
U.S. since Ruth had relatives who lived in the Joliet area. The family, which now
included Margret, immigrated to Joliet and then Aurora. Gerhard heard about a
bakery for sale in Hinckley, which was about the size of his home town. In 1961 he
bought the business and building that Carl Morsch had built in 1923.

“The bakery schedule required dad to get up at 2 a.m. to prepare the items for the
daily sales,” Chris remembers. “The business was good but hardly supported the
family.” So when the restaurant next door closed with the expansion of Edmeier’s
Certified Market, Gerhard and Ruth opened a luncheonette. “The bakery quickly
became a place for morning
rolls, coffee and lunch,”
Chris said “and employed
12 local ladies and
teenagers.”

Margret and Chris
“The bakery normally opened at 7 a.m. but the
farmers would be waiting at the door by 5:30. Dad
found a solution by giving a key to Buck Voreis so
he could open up and start the coffee,” Chris recalls.
“There was lots of laughter, teasing and friendships.”
The bakery soon became known as the place ‘where
friends meet.’

The youngest Goerlich remembers that her dad had
high standards in his baking. He kneeded the dough
for the bread by hand one loaf at a time. He insisted
upon the best ingredients, used butter instead of
margarine, and refused to use preservatives to increase
the shelf life of products.

Shown with Gerhard and Ruth, (L-R) were
employees Vilma Viland (Michael), Dorothy Viland
(Gum) and daughter Angela (Jungles), Lucille
Viland, Celia Mae Lancaster, and Hilda Leifheit.

The bakery made lots of wedding cakes over the years but the most famous one was a window prop for the
movie made in Hinckley. In the closing scene, Christopher Walken was to propose to Susan Sarandon in front
of the bakery window. Another famous product was the large donut made to ride atop the Goerlich car in the

1983 HBR homecoming parade. That donut was never eaten though
m since it would have tasted more like a tire inner tube.

Chris laments that her dad would never teach her to be a baker. “He said
it was too hard of a life for me and I wouldn’t be able to meet people.”

So she went to college and then worked in marketing for the Aurora
Beacon-News. When they closed, she worked for five years as a baker
for one of the Aurora grocery stores. “I started work at 4 a.m. baking
breads, rolls and frosting the donuts,” she recalls. I especially enjoyed
adding the icing which I had learned from mom.” The product was never
like what her father baked but the Master Baker had taught her a lot about
baking after all.

The Goerlichs continued to live in Hinckley after they sold the bakery and traveled to Wisconsin to enjoy the
natural beauty that reminded them of Germany. The Gerhard and Ruth Goerlich lived on Oak Knoll Street
until their deaths; Gerhard in 2011 and Ruth in 2018. They are interred in Greenwood Cemetery.
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(Dorothy, continued from page 1)

Dorothy and her brother George established new friends as they attended the Granart country school
about a mile away. The kids were faced with changes again in just two years when the Granart
School closed in 1944. “There were no school buses to take the kids to school at the time so my dad
bought a Chevy Suburban Carryall for mom to drive all the kids from the Granart school to
Hinckley,” Dorothy remembers. “Later when the district offered bussing, my mother worked as a bus

sy driver for many years.”

Our refrigerator did not have a large freezer compartment when I was
growing up, Dorothy recalls, so it was a treat when we could go to grocery
store/gas station on Rt.30 for ice cream. It was first called Zard’s and then
Corey & Rokop’s. Gas was only 20 cents a gallon at the time and an
attendant pumped the gas, checked the oil, and washed the windows.
There were free movies at the Community Building on Saturday nights to
keep the kids busy while their parents shopped in town. “I remember the
stores all closed on Thursday afternoons and all day on Sundays to give
their workers time off.”

In 1947 Dorothy recalls her class was the first eighth grade to attend school in the high school. The
class was seated alphabetically in a big room on second floor. There were arrows marked on the
floor between the rows of desks so student came into the room going one direction and left the room
in the other direction to avoid confusion. “We all brought our lunches from home and wore a lot of
home-made clothes.” The feed that farmers bought for their animals came in brightly colored cloth
bags in the 1940s and 1950s. “I remember mom making me skirts from the cloth.”

In high school Dorothy’s favorite activities were band, chorus, the Girl’s Athletic Association (GAA)
and Future Homemakers of America (FHA). There were no competitive sports for the girls like the
boys had, so the GAA sponsored activities for the girls in the fall like 8-mile hikes and baseball
which turned into volleyball, calisthenics, games, and stunts during the winter. When band director
R.B. Wright came to Hinckley he also taught in two other school districts. Dorothy recalls he
combined the bands once a year for a large concert that rotated among the three communities. Wright
also had Hinckley grade school and high school students play together to make a larger more
complete band.

“Our family didn’t have to buy a lot of groceries because farmers at the time were pretty self-
sufficient at raising their own meat, eggs, milk and garden produce,” Dorothy said. “Our chickens
laid enough eggs that Mom was able to sell eggs to gz i

the Leifheit Grocery Store.”

Dorothy worked for the DEKALB Agricultural
Association detasseling seed corn during the
summers and after graduation in 1952 she was
employed full-time as a private secretary for the
executives. She married Ken Myers in 1954 and kept [l
working while he served in the military. They lived §
on Walnut Street until 1966 when they moved to her
grandfather’s farm on Governor Beveridge Hwy.
The farm had been owned by Peter Bish, one of the
early pioneers in Hinckley. When his son Charles Bish owned the farm, he built a round barn in 1918
and then the brick house.

(continued on page 4)
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(Dorothy, continued from page 3)

It was customary for the farmer to hold
a “barn dance” when they built a new
barn, Dorothy recalls.

The Hinckley Review reported the big
dance Bish had when he completed his
barn, and Dorothy remembers her dad
held a barn dance when he completed
his barn in 1948.

Dorothy said Ken farmed with her father when he returned from the service
and then worked at Barber Greene Co.. He started delivering mail in the rural
area in 1963 and then served as Hinckley Postmaster until 1991. Dorothy
continues to live on the farm and savor her many memories. She still has her
grandfather’s Edison Diamond Disc Phonograph he purchased over a hundred
years ago. It winds up and plays discs at 80 RPMs that, according to Edison’s advertising, play
recordings that sound indistinguishable from the real musicians.

Klene Recognized on Veteran’s Day

Loren Klene was awarded an honorary HBR diploma posthumously at the high school Veterans’ Day
ceremony on November 10, 2023. Growing up, Loren excelled in sports, but he left school his
sophomore year and served in the military during the Vietnam War.

He was awarded a Bronze Star Medal with “V” device and two Purple Hearts while proudly serving his
country with the Army’s 101st Airborne Division. After his death in 2021, he became the first HBR to
be interred in Arlington National Cemetery with full military honors.

Board Members:

President - Bob Pritchard; Vice Pres. — Cathy Bartels; Secretary — Jeff Wielert; Treasurer — Jennifer Klambauer
At Large Members —Shawn McCrea, Rebecca Nickels, Stephanie Shelton, Ardith Trumpy, and Jay Yaggie
Newsletter published by Bob and Mary Pritchard five times each year
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Immanuel Lutheran Church Celebrates 159 Years

The history of the Immanuel Lutheran Church on Lee Road records that the first worship service was held on
the day President Lincoln was shot—Good Friday 1865. The Reverend John Strieter from Aurora, held the
service for the Squaw Grove congregation in the Hartman country school. He also started a congregation in
Pierce Township that same year in the Rooster School on Somonauk Road.

By 1869 the two congregations were ready to call their own resident pastor Carl Wuensch who held services in
the German language. The Pierce group left the Lutheran faith in 1870 to join the United Evangelical Synod
and shared a pastor with St. Paul’s United Church of Christ in Hinckley.

The congregation of the Squaw Grove Lutherans continued to grow leading to a
decision to build their first church in 1873. The Christian Hartman family donat- ;
ed land for the church property which included a cemetery. In the early years, ®
the church had 200 communicant members. Classes were started for the children ‘ >
during services and instruction taught by the Pastor continued during the week in
the church parsonage.

In the summer of 1888 the first parochial school was built on the church

grounds. It would later be known as Lutheran Hall. The one room school served
children grades 1-8 for four days per week. As many as 40-50 children attended. There was no residence for
the teacher in the early years so the teacher lived with church members rotating among families. The teacher
taught students the German language in the morning and English in the afternoon.

By 1901 the congregation was ready for a new church and the cornerstone was laid on May 19. The church
was to be a striking Bavarian design. A new pipe organ was pur-
chased in 1903 and a new parsonage was built in 1905 so the former
parsonage could house the school teacher. The original church built
in 1873 was sold to church members and removed from the church
property.

Services continued solely in German until many of the younger mem-
bers could no longer understand the language. By 1910, one service
a month was spoken in English which gradually increased to every
Sunday by 1922. German services were also held until 1941. Enroll-
ment in the Day School continued to grow so that a decision was
made in 1912 to build a new school (pictured at the far right side).

The Ladies Aid was organized in 1917 and provided it’s services to
the American Red Cross during WWI. A Men’s Club was formed in
&% 1921 with an initial membership of 40.

The parsonage caught fire and was destroyed in February 1929. The
congregation quickly responded and a new structure was dedicated by that fall. Since that time various im-
provements have been made to provide modern conveniences for
the pastor.

The day school continued to grow so that by 1964 a second teacher |\
was added. Grades 4 through 8 were held in Luther Hall (shown | &
in center) while kindergarten through third grade classes were held E’!';-
in the newer school building (on the right). Providing a good edu- e '
cation for the children became more difficult which led to a deci- :
sion to close the school in 1968 after 80 years.

(continued on page 6)
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(Immanuel, continued from page 5)

Several changes to the church building began in 1974. A storm dam-
aged the roof then the decision was made to construct a new nar-

| thex—entrance to the church. One large room replaced two smaller
entrance rooms. In 1978 the vintage 1903 pipe organ was rebuilt

™ with the addition of five new ranks and by 1981 the congregation de-
cided to build a new Fellowship Hall and remove the 1888 Lutheran
Hall and last remaining school building. The addition provides a
kitchen, offices, conference room, and multi-purpose
room.

As the 20™ century ended, the congregation made im-
provements in the church structure, restored the bell tow-
er and stained glass windows, and added more class-
rooms in the basement. In preparation for the church’s
sesquicentennial in 2015, an effort began to install a
lighted Cross on the church steeple and many improve-
ments around the church grounds. Membership at the
time consisted of 400 communicant members and 25
children in the Sunday School. The church continues to
be a vital part of the community with food drives, vaca-
tion Bible school, worship services, and study. The church today on Lee Road, Hinckley

Food Connects us to Each Other

One of the new exhibits at the
museum features pictures of present
and former restaurants, bakeries, and
soda shops in Hinckley. As food is
part of our everyday lives, it
connects us to each other, to our
community and our world. SEEE

BRUNSWICK

CONFECTIONERY PFCN‘QGR’-‘«PHB 8 RECORDS

Stop by, review the photos, and
share your stories about family
foods, traditions, favorite gathering
places, and experiences growing or
cooking foods. There will be local
cook books for you to peruse and
gather recipes.

The exhibit is in collaboration with the DeKalb County History Center, the
Smithsonian Institution, libraries, and other local museums around the county.
The county exhibition in Sycamore will feature stories about planting &

harvesting, hunting & gathering, and cooking & hospitality. It opens in June.
S You will find that local foods are shaped by the locale.

f.“:: Smithsonian Institution
is opening exhibit about

FOOD

in 2024
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High School Students Help Record History

Nick Sullivan’s high school history class has gotten involved in recording interviews with a few community
members about their memories of Hinckley. With the support of the Historical Society, the students identified
ten individuals to interview during the Fall semester.

Sullivan said “We are studying modern history and this

project brings that study right down to the local level,

increases the student’s curiosity, and builds skills in
asking questions.”

One student noted "My favorite moment was hearing
what Hinckley was like when they were growing up.”
Another student added “I was really nervous (but) this
assignment was very interesting.”

Participants were: (L-R) Nick Sullivan, Corbin
Michael, Abram Garcia, Taylor Doyle, Abigail Duncan,
| and Nathan Schlachter.

A grant to the Historical Society from META helped fund some of the equipment used in the recording of the
interviews. Stop by the museum and watch the interviews with Jerry Bahl, Katheryn Baie, Doug and Nancy
Engel, Sandi Frost, Nancy Kuppler, Paul Noll, Al Thorson, Toby Watne, and Pete Wassmann.

More interviews are planned for the spring semester as we bring our history to life.

Congratulations to our High School Students

Matt and Chris Weibler were all smiles as they brought home lots of medals from the
Special Olympics State Winter Games
in Galena. The two HBR seniors have

8 become proficient in snow shoeing and
their relay team from the Kendall County
Comets won a Silver Medal. The youth did very well in the 100
and 200 meter events as well.

[ WELCOME
it HSA

Chess is one of the newer sport at HBR but the team made it to
state finals again this year Coach David McMurtrie says that’s
phenomenal for a

LITTLETEN school our size to be

 ALL-CONFERENCE 8 competitive with larger
. = schools. Accordlng to ‘

McMurtrie chess is a life-long sport that develops skills in math,

| creativity, concentration, time management, and critical thlnklng The

HBR Chess team captured 6" among 1-A schools at the State Finals this

year. They won 3 matches and improved from last year. They ranked 83

out of 128 teams.

Three HBR Basketball players were named to the Little Ten All-

23 Conference Team this year. It is the first time there have been three HBR
players selected in one year since 2011. This is the second time

Herrmann, a sophomore, has been selected. She scored 472 points this season and made 107 three-pointers.

Carlino, a junior, scored 303 points and had 11 double-doubles. Wagner, a junior, scored 297 points and made 73

steals. Herrmann was also named to the Illinois Basketball Coaches Association All-State team.
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141 East Lincoln Ave., Hinckley, IL 60520
HinckleyHistoricalSociety@gmail.com
Facebook: Hinckley Historical Society
Website: Hinckleyhistoricalsociety.com
Phone: 815-761-4058

Events:

Annual membership renewals can
still be made.

The museum will reopen after the
winter break on April 6.

Give DeKalb County Day is May 2.

Volunteers are welcome to help with
research and accessioning

Follow us on Facebook for
comments, pictures and events.

Consider Donating to Local Nonprofits on May 2

There’s a reason to make a donation on May 2 to your favorite nonprofit serving DeKalb County. Your
donation will earn them a share of the “Bonus Pool” which last year totaled over $221,000. The DeKalb

(\
GIVE &5iaty

May 2, 2024 | GiveDeKalbCounty.org

County Community Foundation (DCCF) has organized a fundraising
event for nonprofit organizations called “Give DeKalb County.” You
can make an on-line donation during the 24- hours of May 2 or mail a
check to DCCF between April 18- May 2.

You specify which of the over 140 participating organizations you
want to help and make just one payment. Consider helping the
Hinckley Area Food Pantry, the Hinckley Festival Association, and
the Hinckley Historical Society. Your donation will help them
achieve their missions and benefit our community. Donations to HHS
will support programming, the museum, newsletters, and preserving
our artifacts. Help bring history to life!

For more information, go to givedekalbcounty.org or contact these
local groups. They can outline the procedure and give you the
donation form.

May 2 is the day to make your donation of any size—and it grows even larger with a share of the bonus
pool. It’s easy and provides a good feeling that you are giving back to help Hinckley’s participating
nonprofits--The Hinckley Area Food Pantry, Festival Association and Historical Society.
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