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Illinois Historical Society Recognition
Hinckley First United Methodist Church

It took awhile to gather the documentation but the Hinckley First United Methodist Church has been recognized
by the Illinois Historical Society for serving the community for 171 years. It is the longest serving church in the
area which began when settlers met in homes for religious study in 1852 and circuit riders included a stop in
Squaw Grove on their pastoral rounds in Northern Illinois.

Soon after the immigrants established their farmland and homes, their attention turned to providing schooling
for the children and religious services for the families. At first both activities were held in personal homes, but
as the first school houses were built, religious services were held in the school house where there was more
room. As church attendance increased, church buildings were erected.

The first church building in Hinckley, the Methodist Episcopal Church,
L, was erected in 1869 along the west side of Somonauk Road north of John

Legacy Farms

This story is part of a series about farms in Squaw Grove and Pierce Townships that
have been in the same family for over 100 years—some for more than 150. The Illinois
Department of Agriculture is the source of the designation and recognition.

Bark Family Farm

We need to travel to Lincolnshire, England to begin the story of the Bark Family Farm in Southern Squaw
Grove Township. Adventurous Herdman Bark was born after the turn of the 19™ Century and at the age of
22 decided to seek his future in the United States. Soon after landing in New York, he met Luiana
Holcomb who would become his wife a year later. The couple raised eight children before leaving New
York in 1847 for Illinois. They settled in Northern LaSalle County where Herdman bought land and
farmed.

Herdman’s older sons George and William expanded the farming operation to northern Somonauk/
Sandwich Township and by 1855 owned land in Sections 2, 3, 10 and 11. Herdman also bought land in
the Township from two military veterans in 1853 but quickly sold the land and instead built a house near
George’s homestead on West Sandwich Road. George also bought 40 acres in Squaw Grove Township
Section 34, in 1870 which is the subject of this story. (continued on page 3)
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(Church, from page 1)

By 1876, the congregation had grown to about 30
members and it became an independent charge with its
own pastor. The town--now with a railroad--continued
to grow and the church made plans to build a new
building. The first church building was demolished in
1898 and the steeple is shown coming down.

The cornerstone was laid for the new building on July
10, 1899, and the name changed to First Methodist
Episcopal Church. The building was completed and
dedicated on Sunday December 31. The church served
the community during a period of growth until fire
completely destroyed the building and damaged the
parsonage on February 22, 1923. Strong winds fed the
fire which threatened to burn neighboring homes.
According to the
Hinckley Review
newspaper, only
a change in the
wind and the
efforts of the fire
department and
hundreds of
towns people
helped to
minimize the
damage.

Second Church built in 1899

Church leaders gathered that evening and took steps to
rebuild the church. Insurance on the building only
covered about a quarter of the cost for a new structure
and its contents. The congregation made pledges and
with a mortgage, construction began in the fall of 1923
and a new modern building was dedicated on May 11,
1924. The celebration lasted a week and involved other
churches with guest speakers, organ recital, play by the
youth, and dinners. The congregation hardly got settled
in their new church, however, when fire broke out again
in May 1926. The fire destroyed the organ and caused
extensive damage to the sanctuary which forced the
congregation to meet in the basement.

Third Church Built in 1924

The First Methodist Episcopal Church was active in the
community and held classes for the International
Council of Religious Education. The Women’s Society
of Christian Service was formed in 1939. During
WWII, many members of the congregation left for
military service as did Pastor Russell Richardson to
serve as an Army Chaplin.

Church celebrations were held in March 1944 when the
mortgage of the 1924 building was retired and in
October 1952 when it recognized a hundred years of
ministry to the community. There was a major
consolidation of churches in 1968 when the Methodists
and the Evangelical United Brethren merged to form the
United Methodist Church. The congregations in
Hinckley and Pierce shared a pastor for several years.

By 1990 it became apparent that the 1924 building
needed either extensive repair and remodeling, or
replacement with a new building to serve the growing
congregation. As the planning process began, a
generous bequest allowed the congregation to purchase
10 acres of land on the north side of Hinckley for a new
home. A groundbreaking ceremony was held on May
31, 1998 and the building was completed the next year.
The first service in the new building was held on
January 2, 2000 as 250 people gathered to celebrate the
new year, a new millennium, and to dedicate their new
church home.

-

ot =24 Sl
Fourth Church built in 1999

Other Hinckley Area Churches

The Pierce United Methodist Church, which
began meeting in 1849, consolidated with the Cortland
United Methodist Church in 2003 and sold its building
to Grace Fellowship. The Immanuel Lutheran Church
began meeting in 1865 and is listed as a ISHS
Sesquicentennial House of Worship. St. Paul’s United
Church of Christ began meeting in 1885. The Covenant
Restoration Church formed in 2001 in the former
United Methodist Church building.
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(Bark, from page 1)
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George’s farmstead pictured in 1871

George’s son Frank lived on the Squaw Grove farmstead and
expanded the operations to 240 acres by 1889. He married Florence
Patterson in 1878 and they raised five children. He built a large barn

y in 1892 and laid three miles of field tile by 1903. The Hinckley

Review reported that Frank had a streak of bad luck beginning in
1911 when one of his valuable horses was struck by lightning, 17

~ sheep were killed by dogs a year later and then he fell 18 feet in 1915.
| Also some thieves stole a team of horses from his

barn in 1918 but their trail went cold east of
Sugar Grove. The resilient farmer is shown in his
beaver skin top hat.

His son, George, was married to Christine Johnson in 1912 and they lived in the large
farmhouse while Frank and Florence lived in the smaller house on the far left. George
and Christine had two sons--Wilbur and Wayne—who helped with the horses, dairy,

sheep, hogs and chickens. George liked
R to be involved in the community and
‘% farm organizations. When the DeKalb
£ County Soil Improvement Association
formed in 1912, George and his father
i _ Frank became charter members of the
‘B organization. As the organization grew, it changed its name
to the DeKalb County Farm Bureau in 1926. George was
elected to the Hinckley school board in 1931, a position his

Frank Bark

son Wayne would hold several decades later. George was also elected vice president of the Farm Bureau in
1933 and served as the organization’s seventh president from 1946-1950.

Wilbur Bark in 1937

He was able to devote so much time to the growing
4, organization because sons Wilbur (shown on their 1937
"/ tractor) and Wayne were home busy farming. Wilbur went
~ on to work at one of the Farm Bureau companies until he died
" suddenly at age 25 leaving his wife and two small children--

Richard Bark and Joan Bark Hardekopf.

Wayne married Margaret Duffy in 1942 and they lived in the
small house that his grandfather had occupied. The couple
had four children; Barbara, Elaine, Allen, and Gerald. The
farm operation expanded to 320 acres in the 1960s and
Wayne raised chickens, cattle, and hogs. He expanded the
chicken egg-laying

flock to around 1300 birds that laid 700 to 800 eggs a day.

When Allen enlisted in the military service after high school,
Wayne cut back the chicken business and built a cattle shed to feed
over 300 head per year. George would continue to help with the

farming and collecting the eggs.

When Allen returned from the service in 1975 and Gerry returned
from college in 1976, Allen focused on raising the cattle while
Gerry raised the hogs. Allen married Diane Ritzman in 1977 and
they would raise three children: Brian, Kristin, and Andrew on the
farm. The family continued the farming operation until Allen and
Wayne decided to quit active farming in 2005.

Wayne, Allen, and George Bark

(continued on page 4)
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(Bark, from page 3)
Allen’s children Kristen and husband Andy operated the farm from 2007 to 2021 and then her brothers
Brian and Andrew took over farming the land that has been in the family for over 150 years. Allen’s
siblings -Barb Raymond, Elaine Pospishl, and Gerry Bark - also continue to own part of the Bark
homestead, which is pictured below in 2024.

Quilt Returns to Hinckley

The St. Paul’s Ladies Aid created a quilt as a going-away present for Rev. Erick and Ella Pfundt in
1934. The quilt has the names of 160 residents of Hinckley written on fabric and organized into 20
circles. Pfundt served as pastor of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ from 1928-1934. Their grand-
daughter Mary Pfundt Moses, who attend Hinckley schools until 1960, donated the quilt to the Hinck-
ley museum in her words “back where it began.” Mary had enjoyed the quilt in her home for years
with it’s daily reminder of Hinckley families.

(I3 AV A
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Dillenback Familiar Farm Name

The Dillenback family has been farming in Pierce and Squaw Grove Townships since the late 1860s.
Joseph and Anna Dillenback emigrated from Germany in 1867 and farmed with his brother Charles in
Pierce Township Section 33. Some of Joseph’s nine children were born in Germany while others such as
Ernest and Harvey were born in Pierce Township. Ernest married Agnes Larsen in 1913 and the couple
moved to a farm southwest of Hinckley that became their base of farm operation.

It was on this farm that their son, Yale, was born in 1914 and daughter, Margaret, in 1916. Yale is pictured
second from the left in the Hinckley high school graduating class of 1933.

He farmed with Ernest at first using horses and by 1936 a
Farmall tractor with a mounted corn picker. In 1937 Ernest
bought a farm on
Rimsnider Road
3y in Section 9 that
i~ had been owned
. by Fred
!, Rimsnider. It was
just in time for
_ | Yale and his bride,
» - Elaine Oakland, to
v _ move into the
¥ house after their
sl marriage.

Yale and Ernest farmed together which was
fortunate for in 1951 Ernest was overcome by

.. carbon monoxide in the corn crib. Yale dragged

"8 him outside where Harry Christensen revived him
& with the Fire Department’s resuscitator. Doctor
Keyes said it saved Ernest’s life.

Yale and Elaine’s
children: Ron,
Connie and Donna
grew up on the farm
--shown in 1950--
and have many fond
memories. Ronis |
shown holding his
daughter Debbie with his grandmother Agnes and father Yale. The farm buildings
were sold to Scott Pickert in 1987 and are now owned by Andrew and Angela
Eilermann. The land remains with the Dillenback heirs.

Four Dillenback generations: Agnes, Ron, Debbie, and Yale
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Conversation with the Chief

Since Steve Gorsky became Hinckley Fire Chief in 2022 he has been
working to upgrade equipment, improve safety and add more staffing
within his budget of about $450,000. He took time recently to update the
community on his progress.

“The department has received grants to purchase new gear for the
firefighters and replace several essential mechanical devices used in
rescues,” he said. “Our plans to add a second fire engine and replace
the1995 ambulance are moving forward.” He noted that these pieces of
equipment are very expensive so the department will have to borrow
funds.

The chief’s biggest concern now is the staffing situation. “We have 30
volunteers on our rooster for responding to emergencies but less than one-
third are available at any one time.” This is not a unique situation for
Hinckley. “Nation-wide there is a
shortage of personnel even in the larger
cities, but this is more critical in small
towns.”

Consequently with nearly every emergency, calls for help are made to
neighboring departments the chief adds. “We need at least 26 people to
respond to a structure fire and it’s not unusual to have two simultaneous
calls for emergency vehicles.” As a result, the department has taken
aggressive steps to recruit more personnel. “We pay for training and the
equipment each person
needs.”

The volunteer well is very dry

The chief said “We are very
active in encouraging high
school students to look at
careers in the fire service at
Indian Valley Vocational

& Center.”

ﬁ : ! » "‘*&: Chief Gorsky admits unlike

e years ago, people work further from Hinckley and they seem busier. The
_»h o satisfaction of helping neighbors is still a big motivator he observes and people
M need someone to respond in their time of need.

§ For more information and to join the department, he urges residents to visit the
== department’s website (Hinckleyfd.org), email (chief@hinckleyfd.org), or call the
_ department (815-286-7711).

What if no one was available to respond Chief Gorsky asks?

Hinckley Historical Society Board Members:

President - Bob Pritchard

Vice Pres. — Cathy Bartels

Secretary — Jeff Wielert

Treasurer — Jennifer Klambauer

At Large Members —Shawn McCrea, Rebecca Nickels, Stephanie Shelton, Ardith Trumpy, and Jay Yaggie
Newsletter published by Bob and Mary Pritchard
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l Remembering Our Great Teams

F'Our schools have had many outstanding teams over the years and we just received a picture of one of them.
I The 1935 Hinckley Basketball team won the district championship and was celebrated at a dinner in the
I'school on April 9, 1936. The Hinckley Review reported the members and their dates enjoyed a dance after
I dinner.

I Seniors were: Normal Kuester, Morsch Leitheit, Carroll Miller, Burdette Vories; juniors: Ellwyn James,
Douglas Ritter; Sophomores: Charles Bastian, Robert Hage, Louis Schmidt, Dwayne Vories, Clarence
| Danekas, Delbert Grimm; and freshmen: Lloyd Doner, Robert Ramer. The coach was Harold Lynch.

God’s Tears By Chris Goerlich Weber when she was 11 years old.

It’s been raining four days straight, 3
The sun that’s forecasted is late; e

When I look outside it’s gray,

No sunlight, not even a ray.
God must be crying,
No, [ am not lying;
I bet you would cry yourself, too,
Everyday with tears anew.
If you were God and saw this world from above,
There’s more hate than there is love;
So when it rains, try to cheer up,
Put some rain in a cup.
Think to yourself, these are God’s tears,
Don’t make Him cry, wash away all hate and fears;
Make this world a good place to live,
To God, give all you can give.
Printed in the Hinckley Review on May 15, 1970.
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= INCKLEY
8 IS lISTORICAL
SIOCIETY

141 East Lincoln Ave., Hinckley, IL 60520
HinckleyHistoricalSociety@gmail.com
Facebook: Hinckley Historical Society
Website: Hinckleyhistoricalsociety.com
Phone: 815-761-4058

Events:

The museum is closed until April
6. If you have guests who
would like a tour, call Bob at
815-761-4058

The Board is working on a several
new exhibits

Volunteers are welcome to help
with research and
accessioning

Follow us on Facebook for
comments, pictures and
events.

Time to Renew Your Membership

Don’t miss an issue of the Hinckley Historical Society newsletter or being a part
of preserving our history. Renew your annual membership and consider a
donation for our programs, exhibits and concerts. Thank You.

Hinckley Historical Society 2024 Membership

Name:

Address

Phone: Email:

Memberships: Individual $15, family $25, business $30, Lifetime $500.

__Would you like color newsletters by email or _ black and white copies by US mail

Send me information on a donation to the Endowment Fund

Respond to HHS at 141 E. Lincoln Ave., Hinckley, IL 60520 OR scan the QR code to pay by credit
card OR follow link to givebutter.com/agXHTo and pay by credit card.
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